Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




r 



HISTORY 



OP 



TAXATION AND TAXES 



VOL. r. 



. * 



60004g285Y 



^ 

JT 



HISTORY 



OP 



TAXATION AND TAXES 



VOL. I. 



i.oxiiox ! rni\TKn by 

SI'UTTIAWOOItK AXI» <0., XKW XTRKKT HQUABK 
AND FARI.IAMKXT HTUKKT 



7" 



A HISTOBT 

OF 



TAXATION AND TAXES 



IN ENGLAND 



FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE PRESENT DAY 



KY 



STEPHEN DOWELL 



ASSISTANT SOLICITOR OF INLAND RRVKNUK 



Vol. I. 

TAXATION, FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES 
TO THE CIVIL WAR 



LONDON 

LONGMANS, GEEEN, AND CO. 

1884 ^ 



' '.ill rhfhls /Tsrr r«il 



HISTOEY OF TAXATION. 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



BOOK L 
BEFORE THE NORMAN CONQUEST. 

BOOK 11. 
FROM THE NORMAN CONQUEST TO THE REIGN 

OF HENRY II. 10(56—1154. 

BOOK III. 
THE REIGN OF HENRY II. 1154—1189. 

BOOK IV. 

FROM THE REIGN OF HENRY II. TO THE SETTLEMENT 

OF THE FIFTEENTH AND TENTH. 1189—1334. 

BOOK V. 
THE HUNDRED YEARS' WAR. 1334-1453. 

BOOK VI. 
THE WARS OF THE ROSES. 1455-1485. 

BOOK VII 
THE TUDOR PERIOD. 1485-1603. 

BOOK VIII. 
THE STUART PERIOD TO THE CIVIL WAR. 1603-1642. 

AVPENDICES. 



rBEFACE. 



-•o»- 



Tiiis liistory of Taxation and Taxes in England is com- Voi. i. 
prised in four volumes. The first volume begins with 
the earliest records of Taxation, and follows the subject 
through periods which, for the sake of convenience, 
have been marked ofl' as follows ; — Before the Norman 
Conquest ; from tlie Norman Conquest to the reign of 
Henry II. ; the reign of Henry II. ; from the reign of 
Henry II. to the settlement of the assessment for the 
fifteenth and tenth, the tax on moveables then in use ; 
the Hundred Years' War with France ; the Wars of 
the Eoses ; tlie Tudor period ; and the Stuart period, 
ending with the Civil War. 

The second volume begins with the times of the voi. ii. 
Commonwealth, when taxation in its modern form 
may be said to have commenced, and is divided into 
iive books. In the first book the history is continued 
down to the Eevolution. The second book is wide in 
its scope. It carries tlic history of Uixation on tlie 
increase down to tlie end of the Great War with 
Kevolutionary France and Na[)oleon, througli periodt- 
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which have been marked oil by reference chiclly lo 
the expensive wnrs in which we were eugttged iiiid lo 
which we owe the existence of our enonnous national 
debt, as follows : — From the Eevolutiun to the War of 
the Spanish Succession, including the settlement of 
Ireland and the war with France ; the War of the 
Spanish Succession ; a peaceful period, from the peace 
of Utrecht to the commencement of the War of the 
Eight of Search, including Walpole's administration ; 
the War of the Right of Search, including the War of 
the Austrian Succession, the fall of Walpole, and the 
Wilmington, Pelhara and Newcastle administrations ; 
the Seven Years' War ; the Taxation of Ameiica ; the 
War of American Independence; the times of William 
Pitt — before the Great War; and lastly, Taxation 
during the Great War, a period which is divided into 
two parts, the first ending with the peace of Amiens, 
the other, with the final victory of Waterloo. At this 
date, with everytliing taxed that could be taxetl, and 
the income tax at the rate of 10 per cent., or, as we 
should say, 2id. in the £, taxation in England reached 
the zenith. The third book is devoted to a review of 
the sources of our revenue from taxes at that date, and 
continues the history from the repeal of the income 
tax in 181(3, which sliattered our fiscal system to 
pieces, down to the accession of Peel to office, in 
1842, tlie periods being marked off by reference to 
the Liverpool, Wellington, Grey, and Melbourne ad- 
ministrations. The fourth book has relation to the 
reform of taxation, and, beginning with Peel's rc-intro- 
Uuction of the income tax and firet revision of ihc 
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tariff, includes the alterations and amendments subse- 
quently effected in our fiscal system by him and his 
successors in the office of chancellor of the exchequer 
during a period of reform which is treated as ending 
with the break up of the old assessed taxes, the repeal 
of the taxes on locomotion and the consolidation of the 
stamp laws, in 1870. The fifth book treats of taxation 
since 1870. A Synopsis of the sources of the revenue 
from taxes in the United Kingdom in 1881 is then 
given ; and the volume ends with Appendices containing 
information as to the cost of wars ; the amount of debt 
accrued from the several wars ; the administrations 
from 1702-1882 ; the average naval and miUtary ex- 
penditure at various stated times, and other subjects 
which, it is hoped, may be of interest. 

The third and fourth volumes contain a history of Vol. ill. 
the particular taxes. The third treats of the direct 
taxes and the stamp duties. The direct taxes are 
divided into taxes on persons, either by poll or in 
special classes, and taxes on property or analogous to 
a tax on property, to include a great variety of taxes, 
more particularly those on the occupation of houses, 
the establishments kept by the tax-payers, and various 
other taxes based upon expenditure as evidence of 
capability to bear the tax. The history of the stamj) 
duties is divided into three chapters ; the first, be- 
ginning with the original Stamp Act, ends in 1816, 
when ' almost every species of written and printed 
document necessary for carrying on the business of 
mankind had been drawn within the grasp of the 
stamp laws ; ' the second continues the subject down 



fu l!if ivfonii of Ilk' .stiiiii|i liiws ill 1870: nial tlie 
lliinl briiij;,s tlic history dowu tn tlie present day. 

Tiie fourth vohiiuc tj't;uta of taxew uri article of 
i'oiisuinptiou, dividing the subject into four books, 
rehitiiifr to (1) eat«blef^ ; (2) drinks, alcoliolic and non- 
alcoliolio ; (3) tobacco ; and (4) articles uot eatables, 
drinks or tobacco, to include imuiut'acturea and raw 
materials of manufacturca : iHxca whii'h touch, directly 
or indirectly, ahuost eveiytliinj: that is iisuidly eaten, 
druuk, woru, or used by mankind. 

A Table of Contents at the liegiuning of each 
volume forms an analytical index to the volume ; and 
an alphabetical index vnll be found at the end. 

The work is the result of notes which, oriifinally 
put together as memoranda for personal information, 
have been gradually combined and moulded into their 
present form. They are pubhshed in the liope that 
they may prove useful to persons interested in a 
technical subject ; and tliough from the wide field 
they cover, and the intricacy of the subject in some of 
its details, they cannot be expected to be free from 
errors and omissions, the compiler is not conscious of 
having spareil trouble in the endeavour to make them 
as accurate and comprehensive as the limited time at 
his di.sposal iias ])ermilted. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

ANCIENT BRITAIN AND BRITAIN UNDEK THE ROMANS. 

No traces of taxes Ln Ancient Britain. Roman taxes In Britain. Leries 
in kind. DifKcultj of cartage. The acriptura. Poll taxes. DepM- 
ture of tbe Bomans. Total abolition of aU Boman inutitutions. 

Ancient Britain may be regarded as beyond the 
range of fiscal history. If anything resembling taxa- 
tion in our modern sense of the term existed, there are 
no traces of its existence ; nor does any institution of 
any interest in relation to taxes date from those times. 
It is probable that the princes and chiefe of the people 
maintained themselves and their followers on the pro- 
duce of their possessions in land and their cattle, sup- 
plemented by contributions in kind from their subjects 
and any plunder they could gather from their enemies 
in war. 

In Britain under the Eomans, taxes were imposed 
according to the usual practice of the Romans in taxing 
the provinces, which was, not to follow any general 
ride, but to apply in tlie different countries under their 
sway such taxes as seemed to thera suited to the par- 
ticular country at the time. Accordingly, in Britain, 
where money was scarce, many of their taxes were 
levies in kind, consisting of a certain portion of the 
produce of lands, usually a tenth. This they required 
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to be delivered at the fiacal granary or bam. Dis- 
tance of transit and the bad state of the roada often 
rendered the cartage of the produce a tax more severely 
felt than the tribute Itself; and accordingly the com- 
plaints regarding these taxes in kind were directed 
mainly against the inconvenience and difficulty of 
transport. 

The principal property of the inhabitants consisted 
of flocks and herds, for the Britons lived mainly on 
flesh and milk — ' pecorum magnus numerus,' writes 
Caesar, and ' lacte et came vivunt.' These the Romans 
taxed at 80 much a head, by means of a tax termed 
Scriptura from the inscription of the number of head 
of cattle in the roU of the tax-gatherer. In order to 
pay the scriptura, the owner of the cattle, if he had no 
money, was compelled to sell cattle or to have recourse 
to the Roman usurer on his own exorbitant terms. In 
this consisted the principal objection to the tax ; as it 
was also to the poll tax on individuals, capitatio 
humana, another tax which on occasion was levied on 
the Britons. 

Taxes in kind, the scriptura and poll taxes were 
probably the principal taxes used in Britain by tlie 
Eomans ; though we have no very clear information 
as regards the exactions to which the inhabitants were 
subjected at their hands. Taxes appear to have formed 
one of the causes of the revolt of the Iceni, and are 
mentioned as oppressive in the harangue of Boadicea to 
her forces before the battle with Suetonius ; but there 
is no good reason to think that taxation was carried in 
Britm to the extreme point it reached in Gaul. 
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The subject of Koman taxation, though of consider- 
able interest in connection with the taxes imposed in 
this country at a later period, when our chancellors of 
the exchequer copied freely from the Eoman list, is com- 
paratively of httle interest in relation to ancient Britain. 
For when the inroads of the northern barbarians com- 
pelled the Eomans to withdraw their legions from the 
distant provinces in order to protect the vital parts of 
the empire, the arts of peace as well as those of war 
vanished from Britain with the triremes, which conveyed 
away not only the consul and the legions but also the 
procurator, susceptores, exactores, and, in short, all 
the staff of tax assessors and collectors and their 
institutions. 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE ASGLO-SAXONS. 

Fenndnence of many of tlie Anglo-Saxon institutions, Tlie townsbip, 
the borough, the hundred and wapentake, and the shire. Congolido- 
tiou of the royal demesne. The folk land and the feorm fultuin. The 
king lives of his own. The fiscal oiEcera of the shira, hundred and 
township. Taies impoBed by the Witenagemot, The shipgeld. The 
danegeld. Fnmage. 

In the course of the Teutonic settlement in the island 
and the Anglo-Saxon period that follows, many institu- 
tions were established which have a permanent im- 
portance in subsequent fiscal history. 

In the ' tlinscipes ' — which originally consisted of the 
fenced homesteads or farjns or villages, surrounded by 
a t&n, or quickset hedge, formed by the immigrant 
Augles, Jutes and Saxons, when, after prehminary 
visitfi for plunder, they returned as adventurers perma- 
nently to settle — we liave the area of land tenned the 
TOWNSHIP, so frequently mentioned in connection with 
taxes in after times. 

The ' burh ' — consisting of a larger township, or a col- 
lection of townships, surroimded by a ditch and mound 
or a wall, in heu of a tfln, formed in positions convenient 
for trade and commerce under the protecting shelter 
of a residence of the king or a powerful eorlderman or 
bishop — is the original of the borough of after times. 
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The HUNDREDS, wliich continue to this day to be 
the subdivisions of the county, districts various in size 
and inclusive of an indefinite number of townships, 
were so termed as occupied by the groups of a hun- 
dred warriors in which the colonists arranged them- 
selves by reference to the pagus of Germauia and the 
hundred warriors it sent to the host ; while the 
WAPENTAKJia,^ a name whicli undoubtedly has reference 
to the armed gathering of the freemen, were the similar 
subdivisions of the county in some of the Anglian 
districts. 

Lastly, the shires, familiar to us as the existing 
divisions of the kingdom, trace their origin to the shire 
system of these times. Some of them, as Kent, Essex, 
Middlesex, Sussex and Surrey, ancient kingdoms ; 
others, divisions of kingdoms, as Norfolk and Suffolk, 
of East Auglia ; and others, divisions settled in various 
ways, — tliey became, after the consolidation of the king- 
dom of England, estabHshed as the primary divisiouB 
of the kingdom, including as subdivisions the hundreds 
or the wapentakes of which they were formed. 

In the residt of the process by which the kingdom 
of England was formed, an enormous demesne accrued 
to the king by means of aggregation. AJl the king- 
doms of the Heptarchy had their royal demesne and 
folk or public land ; and when these kingdoms, through 
concert and combination to resist the attacks of the 
Danish pirates, became subjected to a Bretwalda or 
■wielder of Britain, and he, eventually, developed into a 
permanent king of the whole Anglo-Saxon land, the 

' Sumetimes termed, dubsequenUy, csutons, from ceutum. 
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demesne of the various Heptarcliic kings became con- 
solidated, while tlie folk land, directly subjected to tlie 
king as territorial lord, became virtually part of the 
royal demesne. 

In every shire the king received, out of the produce 
of what had been the folk land contained in the sbire, 
a compensation for his sustentation, termed the ' feorra 
fiiltum ;' and with this, and the produce of the demesne 
and the fines, the king was well able to ' live of his 
own.' 

In the shire, the scirgerefa or sheriff, who, as a 
royal officer, was usually nominated by the king, was 
not only judicial president of the shire and adminis- 
trator of the law, but also adioiniatrator of the royal 
demesne and guardian of the interests of the king, act- 
ing as his bailiff, whence the shire is to this day termed 
his ' bailiwick.' The hundred gerefa, an officer who 
became after the Conquest the baihff of the hundred, 
represented the king's interest in fines and the produce 
of demesne and the folk land in this rateable division 
of the shire ; while the township had its fiscal officer 
in the tflngerefa, who became, after the Conquest, the 
reeve of the township. 

Taxes, when required, were imposed by the ' witena- 
gemot,' or council of wise men ; but as regards the 
details of taxation in Anglo-Saxon times we have no 
very clear information. We know, however, that the 
shire formed the unit of rating, and that on special 
occasions of imminent peril every shire was required 
to contribute, in proportion to the number of hundreds 
it contained, a ship and its equipments for the purpose 
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of naval resistance to the eneniy.^ The money collected 
was termed shipgeld. 

The ferocious pirates of the Northern Sea gave a 
name to another tax, in the general tax on all lands in 
the kingdom known as the daneqeld. This was im- 
posed at so much a hide, a measure formerly considered 
to have been 100,' but now put at 120 acres, and the 
rate varied from Is. to 4s. as the occasion required. 
First imposed, in 991, on the advice of archbishop 
Sigeric, in order to bribe away these Scandinavian pirates 
— ' for the great terror the Danes occasioned on the 
coast,' 10,000^. was levied by this means ha that year. 
In 1002, another danegeld, of 24,000^., was levied to 
bribe away these ferocious followers of the Vikjngr or 
Sea Kings. In 1007, a tribute of 36,000/., levied in 
the same manner, was paid to the hostile army ; in 
1012, 48,000/., and in 1018, no less than 72,000^.' 

Originally levied for tribute, the danegeld was sub- 
sequently, after the cessation of the Danish invasions, 
continued and collected as revenue by the king, some- 
times under the specious pretext of an expected attack. 
It was very unpopular and difficult to collect,* and on 
one occasion of a levy, in 1041, when Harthacnut used 
the house-carles or thing-men, his paid military force, 
to collect a danegeld, theu* oppressive conduct led to 
resistance in Worcestershire and the slaughter of some 

' Freeman, Norm. Conq. L 336 et eeq., and note LL. 

' Hida a piimitivs inetitutionB ex centum acris constat. Dial, de 
Scacc. i. 17. 

' Chron. Sax. a.b. 991, 1002, 1007, and 1018. In tbis last year, 
I/mdon paid, in addition, 10,500/. 

* Dial de Scacc. ii 11. 
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of them, and in the result to the memorable spoliation 
of Worcester by royal conmiand. The tax was abolished 
by Edward the Confessor, but subsequently was revived 
by the Norman kings after the Conquest. 

A FUKAGE, or tax of smoke farthings, or hearth 
tax, a kind of tax usually to be found among the fiscal 
traditions of communities in remote times, ranges 
among those of the Anglo-Saxon period. Such a tax 
is mentioned subsequently in Doomsday Book. It 
seems to have been a customary payment to the king 
for every hearth in all houses except those of the poor. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

THE REVENUE FROM DEMES.VE. 

Extent of the demcane. The forest. The rural tenants, eettlement of 
their lent by Henry I. The urban tenants, their emancipation &om 
the exnctiaoe of the sheriffa. The firma burgi. The royal prerogatives 
of purveyance, pre-emption and prieaige of wine. 

No new form of taxation resulted immediately from 

the Norman conquest of England. The king continued 
to derive his revenue mainly from the demesne, and 
eventually the administration of the revenue was con- 
solidated and improved for the king by the establish- 
ment of the Court of Exchequer, of which more wili 
be said hereafter. While the feudal system, which be- 
came gradually established, created between the king 
and the landowners well-defined obligations, in which 
we discover the germs of future taxes. 

The king continued in effect to live of his own — 
that is, from the revenue derived from the demesne. 
The demesne was of vast extent. It comprised the 
demesne that belonged to the Crown in the time of 
Edward the Confessor, which was termed ancient 
demesne, and was considered to be inalienable from the 
Crown, and more recent acquisitions, including the 
large reservations from the lands confiscated in conse- 
quence of the revolt of the English after the Conquest. 
Its extent, in 1080, as .^ihown by the general survey of 
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lands ordered to be made by the Conqueror, recorded 
in Doomsday Book, amounted to no less than 1,422 
manors or lordships, besides farms and lands in 
Middlesex, Shropshire and Eutland. 

The three divisions of demesne were those of 
(1) forest ; {2) the land held by rural tenants; and (3) 
the holdings of urban tenants. 

1. The forest formed the king's hunting ground 
and afforded a supply of venison for his table ; and 
was secured against intruders by a savage code of 
special regulations known as the forest laws, which, 
among their less barbarous provisions, imposed upon 
offenders pecuniary penalties that produced under the 
Norman kings and their successors, occasionally, no 
inconsiderable amount of revenue. 

2. From the land held by the king's rural tenants 
the royal table was maintained ; and originally the 
tenants rendered sheep, oxen, corn and other produce 
in kind, ' non auri vel argenti pondera, sed sola vlctualia 
Bolvebantur,' ' an arrangement similar to the feorm 
fiiltum of Anglo-Saxon times. This practice continued 
to prevail until the reign of Henry I., who, influenced by 
representations made to him by the rural tenants, who 
flocked to his court with complaints of the severity of 
the exactions to which they were subjected, and on his 
own part not tmwilling to exchange this cumbersome 
process of collecting rent in kind for payments in 
money, which would be of use for his foreign expedi- 
tions, resolved to commute the rents in kind for money 
payments. In this view he directed prudent and dis- 

' Dial, dc Scacc. i. 7. 
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creet men to go round the kingdom, survey tlie royal 
forms and asaesa the rents to be paid, reducing them to a 
money value. The assessment was not a difficult task, 
inasmuch as the sheriffs, who were res[x»risible for the 
coltectiou of the king's rents, had been accustomed to 
reckon in account with the king's officers, by tlie value 
of produce in money ; as, for a measiire of corn for lOO 
men, so much ; for an os, Is. ; for a sheep, id. ; for 
provender for twenty horses, id., and so on. A 
separate assessment was made for every shire, and the 
sheriff of the shire was lield responsible to the excliequer 
for the total amount of the rents of the tenants of the 
rural demesne in the shire. 

3. As regards the holdings of the lu-ban tenants. 
This division of demesne include<l most of the cities, 
boroughs and towns in the kingdom, which originally 
had been foimded on royal demesne or tlie folk land. 
And the rent of these tenants, the tenants in burgage, 
artificers, tradesmen and others dwelHng in towns — 
briefly, the rent of towns — was also collected by the 
sheriff, who, speaking generally, exercised, unless ex- 
cluded by a grant of the town to some great lord or 
prelate, the same supeiiutendence over the towns as 
over the rest of the shire, and compounded for the 
rent of the urban tenants as part of the ferm of the 
shire. 

The comparative ease with which rent could be 
collected from the urban, as compared with the rural, 
tenants, induced many of the sheriffs to press hard 
upon the towns and squeeze out of the urban tenants 
much more than their fair quota towards the rent ot 

VOL. L C 
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the shire ; aotl, as may be imagined, Pome of the sheriffs 
took advantage of the opportunity to make a good 
thing of their bai'gain with the king. This practice 
gave rise to many complaints, and in the course of time 
most of the towns obtained a separate assessment of 
their rent and thus precluded the sheriff, where he still 
continued to receive the rent, from exacting from the 
town more than the sura specially assessed thereon. 

Some towns, however, were farmed to a special 
custos or committee, and others to the men or bur- 
gesses of the town ; an arrangement which in the pro- 
cess of time was extended to most of the towns and 
boroughs in England, who thus freed themselves from 
the grasping hand of the sheriff, and obtained from the 
king charters granting the town or borough to the 
to^vnsmen or burgesses at a rent separate from that of 
the county. This was termed the fiema bubgi, the 
rent of the town, and the townsmen collected the 
amount, with any increment (creineiihim Jirinae), due, 
by apportionment among themselves, and paid it directly 
into the exchequer. 

Over and above all rent payable by them, all the 
tenants of ancient demesne, rural and urban, were, as 
such, under an obligation to assist the king on any 
occasion of extraordinary expense, but more particu- 
larly, after an expedition, when the extent of their 
hability went even to the tenth part of their goods. 

In addition to this revenue from the demesne, the 
king had special prerogatives with a view to the main- 
tenance of a magnificent court ; such were — Purvey- 
ance, the right to impress carriages and horses for the 
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service of the king in removing his household or in the 
conveyance of timber, baggage and goods ; Pre-emp- 
tion, the right to purchase provisions and other neces- 
saries for the royal household at an appraised value ; 
and Prisage, the right to take a cask or two casks, 
according to the amount of the cai'go, from wine-laden 
ships on their arrival at a port. 
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CHArTER 11. 

TUB REVENUE FROM THE IXCIDESTS AND CASUALTIES OF 
THE FEUDAL TENURES. 

Gredual establiahment uf the feudal sjatem in England. Jlilitary service 
b; the buig-ht'B fee. Tbe feudal aids. Incidents and casualties of the 
feudal system. Other items of revenue under the Normftn kings and 
their successors. 

Aftek the Norman Conquest, when, in process of time, 
the contineutal feudal system had become established 
in England, the king derived a considerable revenue 
from the incidents and casualties of the feudal tenures, 
a source of income which, sometimes in abucdant, 
sometimes in diminished yield, continued to flow for 
five centuries and a half, and was only dried up when 
the court of wards and liveries, created subsequently by 
Henry VIII. for the supervision of this revenue, was 
abolished practically at the outbreak of the Civil War. 
This system waa established in England gradually, 
and not so much by the will of the Conqueror as 
by tbe force of circumstances. William had seen, in 
France, the difficulties of government involved in a 
system in which the king was primus inter pares, and 
for that reason, as well aa in view of the hereditary 
claim he advanced, was desirous to govern the king- 
dom as it iiad been governed under previous kings. 
When, therefore, after the battle of Seulac he coufis- 
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cated thu IhiilIs uf all who lisid fought for Harold, and 
iwrtiuned out some of them to the particii^ators in tho 
conquest and allowed others to be redeemed at a price 
by former owners willing to submit to him, he did not 
introduce, in regai-d to these lands, any distinct altera- 
tion in tenure. Neverthelesa, it is clear that such an 
alteration in the ownership of lands must have involvetl, 
if oidy iu regard to the lands held by the Normans, 
some approximation in tenure to that with which tliey 
were famihar on the continent — the appliavtiou, to a 
greater or less degree, of the principlca of the conti- 
nental feudal system. The leaven bt^iin to work ; and 
as more Norniaus were settled on the lands confiscated 
in consequence of the revolt of the English against the 
justices regent in the absence of the Conqueror, the 
feudal principle was more fully enforced and more ex- 
tensively apphed. Wilham found it impossible to rule in 
England without Norman landowners, and tho Normans 
found it impossible to hold their own in the island, except 
upon a feudal footing. Further revolts of the English 
led to a process of confiscations and redistribution of 
laud, in which we see the feudal principle gaining addi- 
tional strength and extending itself more and more. 
The current of change was quickened by tlie alarm of 
Danish invasions. Many Enghah followed the example 
of the Norman landowners ; and, in the result, before 
the survey was recorded in Doomsday Book, all 
the landowners of the kingdom were })Iaced in tho 
position of vassals to the king or some tenant of the 
kmg ; and undei' William Eufns, tlie red king, feud:Jism 
became estabhahed in this country. 



22 HISTORY OF TAXATION, 

The feudal sj'stGin, the result of the efforts of the 
individual to protect himself amidst the anarchy that 
prevailed in Western Europe after the destruction of 
civilisation by the Northem barbarians, was a Land 
League formed upon a basia of mutual protection, with 
a king-in-chief. The weaker placed himself under the 
protection of the more powerful landowner, and ac- 
knowledged to hold frora him and be his man ; while 
his lord, in turn, stood in a similar relation to some 
more powerful landowner, or to the most jKiwerfu], 
and supreme lord, the king. As may be sup]>oscd, the 
principal feature of the system consisted in the obliga- 
tion of the vassal to protect iiis loiti and aid him in 
fight, with the corresponding security of receivhig pro- 
tection from hira. The relations between the sub-kings 
of the system, as they have been tenned, and their 
tenants and vassals have only an incidental interest 
from our jiresent point of view ; but as between tlie 
king and the landowners holding from him, this obli- 
gation of assistance in war, at first unlimited, or at any 
rate ill-defined, gradually grew, by arrangement and 
composition, into a fixed service of a knight for every 
holding sufficient to support a knight. The area of 
land that would suffice for the purpose varied, of 
course, in amount, for there are lands and lands ; but 
it has been usually taken at about four or five hides, 
and the annual value was fixed at 20/. : the knight's 
PEE was twenty libmtes of land ; and upon this basis 
proceeded service by kniglitly tenure and tlie assess- 
ment of the knightly tenants of the king- in-chief. The 
time of service was also limited : — Every tenant of the 
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king by kuight's service waa bomid, if so required by 
the king, to serve him personally in amis, witli the 
kuights fur the feea he held, for forty days iu every year. 

On three occasioua of extraordinary expense, the 
king's tenaots-in-chief were bound to give an aid, 
AUXiLiUM to the king : First, when the king made his 
eldest son a knight ; secondly, when he married out his 
eldest daughter ; and, lastly, should he be captive, to 
I'ansom his person. These auxilia were assessed upon 
the fee ; and, except on tlie three occasions before 
mentioned, the king Lad no right to put his hand upon 
the purse of a military tenant. 

The incidents and casualtiRs of the feudal tenure 
were, principally, as follows : On the death of a 
tenant in-chief, iu capite, the kiug came in to ward ofl' 
intruders until the heir appeared to claim the lands and 
do homage to him as lord ; and, in retiu-n for this, had 
a right to a year's profits of the lands, which was 
termed Primer seiain. Where the heir waa a minor, 
under twenty-one years of age, and therefore incapable 
legally of performing knight service to the king, the 
king kept his person in ward, maintaining, educating, 
and training him to arma, and kept his lands in pos- 
session, providing out of the profits a person capable 
of performing the services due from tlie minor for the 
lands. 

Where the infant waa an heiress, the king might 
select a husband for her, and give her away in mar- 
riage to a person of suitable position willing and able 
to do knight service to the king. This right was sub- 
sequently mucli abused. Eoyal wards were given to 
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favourites of the king, or were sold for money. The 
maritigiiim, or right of bestowal in marrifige, came to 
be considered of direct money value, and if the infant 
declined a proffered marriage, or married without the 
king's consent, she or he (for the maritigium was subse- 
quently extended to males — ' sive sit masculus, sive foe- 
mina,' as Bracton says) forfeited to the king duplicem 
valorem maritigii, double the value of the marrijige. 

The following are extracts from the Exchequer Eolls 
in illustration of the revenue from fines for pennis- 
sion to marry or for excuse from maniage : Walter de 
Caucey gives 15/. for leave to marry when and whom 
he pleases ; Wiverone of Ipswich, 41. and a mark of 
silver, that she may not be married, except to her own 
good liking, ' ne capiat virum nisi quern voluerit ; ' and 
so, ' upon the like occasion,' Albreda Sansaver, Alice 
de Heriz and many others, men and women, make 
fine.^ Perhaps the highest priced ward on the Eolls is 
IsabeU, countess of Gloucester, for whom, witli all lier 
lands and knight's fees, Geoffrey de Mandevill gave to 
king Henry III. 20,000 marks.^ 

The heir, at the age of twenty-one, and the heiress, 
originally at the age of fourteen, but subsequently at 
the age of eighteen, sued out his or her livery or 
oustei-lemain (take the hand off), and obtained release 
from royal protection and control. For ihis they i^ud 
to the king a fine of half a year's value of their lands. 

If a tenant died without heirs or made default in 
performance of due service to the king, his lands 
escheated — that is, reverted or returned to the kiuj^ as 



' Madux, Iliit. Ercb. p. 320. 



' Ibid. p. 322. 
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paramount lord. And on his attaioder for treason, his 
lands were forfeited to the king. 

On the alienation of lands, a fine was paid to the 
king ; and on taking up the inheritance of lauds, a 
relief The relief originally consisted of arms, armour 
and horses, and was arbitrary in amount, but was sub- 
sequently ' ascertained,' that is, rendered certain, by the 
Conqueror, and fixed at a certain quantity of arms 
and habiliments of war. After the assize of arms of 
Henry II., it was commuted for a money payment of 
100s. for every knight's fee, and as thus fixed continued 
.to be payable ever afterwards. 

The king as lord paramount had also a right to the 
following : Waifs, bona waviata — goods stolen and 
thrown away by the thief in his flight; 'estraya' 
— valuable animals found wandering in a manor, the 
owner being unknown, after due proclamation made 
in the parish church and two market towns next ad- 
joining to the place where they were found ; wreck 
of the sea ; whales and great sturgeons, which were 
considered to be royal fish by reason of their excel- 
lence ; ^ bona vacantia — property for wliicli there was 
no owner ; and treasure trove, that ia to sjiy, money, 
coin, gold, silver plate or bullion found hidden in the 
earth or other private place, the owner thereof being 
imknown. In the absence of any better claim, the 
king took the waif, the estray, and tlie goods or treasure 
without an owner. 

' Soe 17 Edward II. atat. I, c, si. The men of Ro^r de Poles were 
Bmerced, tern. Ileory 11., 'quia injiiate Baisiuverunt Be de craaso pisce,' 
becftuae ttcy took a royal fiah. The town of Haltoliarga jwiiil two marks 
for n royal fish, which thuy took witliout license aud couceftltd,-— ^MaUox, 
Hist. Ekch. pp. 349, 381. 
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He Iiatl also the custody of lands of ' natural fools, 
tiikiug the profits willioitt waate or destruction ' and 
finding them their necessaries. 

Other soui-ces of revenue springing from the king's 
prerogative or his right to the demesne existed in — 
Grants of liberties and charters to towns and guilds ; 
compositions for tallage, a head which strictly falls 
within the revenue from demesne ; and grants to indi- 
viduals of markets, fairs, parks and monopolies. 

For insUince, the Londoners fined, in the fifth year 
of Stephen's reign, a himdred marks of silver that they 
might have sherifls of their own choosing ; the burgesses 
of Bedford fined, in the thiileenth year of Henry H., 
in forty marks to have the same liberties as the bur- 
gesses of Oxford had ; the burgesses of Bruges fined 
in twenty marks to have their town at ferra, &c., &c. ; 
the citizens of Hereford fined, in the second year of 
Heniy HI., in a hundred marks and two palfreys, to 
have the king's charter that they might hold the city 
of Hereford at ferm of the king and his heirs to them 
and their heirs for ever for 40/. to l>e yielded at the 
exchequer, and that they might for ever have a mer- 
chant guild, with a hause and other liberties and 
customs thereto belonging, and that they might be 
quit throughout England of toll and laatage, of pass^e, 
jiontage and stallage, and of leve, and danegeld, and 
gaywite, and all other customs and exactions. And, 
in the same year, the citizens of Lincoln fined in two 
hundreil marks, that they might not be tallaged that 
time in the tallage which was laid upon the king's 
demesnes, and that they might have their town in form 
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that year as they bad in the time of king John, tlie 
fathiii" of the king, and that for the same year they 
might be quit of the XL. increment of tlie ferm of their 
town ('de cremento firmae villae suae '). The burgesses 
of York fined two hundred marks for their hbertjes. 
The fuUers of WincheshT gave ten marks for the 
king's charter of confirmation of their hberties. They 
also paid a yearly rent, as did tlie guilds in several 
towns : the weavers and bakers of London, the weavers 
of Oxford, Nottingham, York, Huntingdon and Lincoln, 
and others. The vintners of Hereford fined forty 
shillings to have the king's grant that a sextertium of 
wine might be sold for tenpence in Hereford for the 
space of a year. 

The bishop of Salisbury and the abbot of Burton 
gave palfreys tliat they might have respectively a 
market and a fair until the king's full age. Eoger 
Bertram gave ten marks that his fiiir at Mudford, 
■which lasted four days, might last eight days. Peter 
de Goldington gave one hawk for leave to enclose 
certain laud part of his wood of Stokes, to make a 
pai'k of it ; and Peter de Perariis gave twenty marks 
for leave to salt fishes as Peter Chivalier used to do.^ 

The Exchequer Rolls abound in records of payments 
made to the king to have right done, or for expedition 
of justice, and counter-payments by defendants to have 
writs denied or proceedings delayed or stayed. It 
was against practices such as these that the clause in 
Magna Carta was aimed, which declares : — ' Nulli 
vendemiis, nulli negabimus, aut differemus rectum 
* Mados, Ilist. ExcU. catms quoted fium the Eolk. 
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aut juatitiam ' — ' to no one will we sell, to no one will 
we deny or delay right or justice.' 

Pecuniary penalties recovered for crimes, trespasses 
and offences of all sorts afforded a considerable revenue, 
more particularly during the times of the Norman 
kings, when justice was administered mainly on 
account of the profits. Amerciaments — fines assessed 
on offenders who were in miscricordia regis, at the 
mercy (merci) of the king, and compositions for 
offences real or supposed, formed another source of 
revenue ; from which the Conqueror, on the eve of 
his departure from England in 1086, drew largely, 
when he ' gathered mickle scot of his men where lie 
might have any charge to bring against them whether 
with right or otherwise.'^ 

Lastly, a great variety of extortions helped to aug- 
ment the royal income. Among the fiaoil curiosities 
to be found on the Eolls of the Exchequer are such 
items as the following : — The wife of Hugo de Nevill 
gives to the king 200 hens for permission to sleep 
with her husband, Hugo de Nevill, for one night, 
Thomas do Sandford being pledged for 100 hens. 
Ralph Bardol])h fines in five marks for leave to arise 
from his infirmity. liobert de Abrincis fines for pardon 
of the king's illwill in the matter of the daughter of 
Geldewin dc Dol, &c. &c. The Bishop of Winchester 
owes a tonell of good wine for not reminding the king 
(John) about a girdle for the countess of Albemarle ; 
and Eobert dc Vaux fines in five of the best palfreys, 
that the same king would hold his tongue about the 
wife of Henry Piiiel. 

' Chion. Hax. i.d, ICt^O. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

THE DANEGELD. 

1084-1163. 

The danegeld, revived by the Conqueror, afterwards becomes annual. Is 
included in the ferm of the county. Disappears after 1 163. 

The danegeld, or land tax on the hyde, was revived 
by the Conqueror in 1084, in consequence of an appre- 
hended attack by Sweyn, king of Denmark ; and on 
this occasion, in lieu of 2^. on the hyde, which had 
been the rate previously, 6^. was demanded : — ' The 
king, after midwinter, 1083, ordered a large and heavy 
contribution over all England — that is to say, for every 
hyde of land two and seventy pence.' ^ 

This ' mycel gyld * was felt to be peculiarly severe, 
coming as it did in the year after the year of the 
great famine or 'mycel hungor.' Henceforth the 
danegeld, at a higher or a lower rate, according to 
circumstances, was continued, under the kings of the 
Norman line, as a regular impost, and in the time of 
Stephen had become annual, at the rate of 2^. the 
hyde.*^ Stephen vowed to God that he would repeal 
the tax, but ' kept this no better than other vows he 
made and broke.' ^ 

* Ohron. Sax. a.d. 1083. Hoveden, i. 139. 
« Madox, p. 478. ^ Hoveden, i. 190. 
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The tax was farmed by the sheriff of the county, 
and was returned by him into the exchequer as settled 
revenue in the same form as the yearly ferm of the 
county ; but after the second year of Henry II. ceased 
to be accounted for in the Great Eolls in that manner ; 
and though there are some traces of its existence for 
one or two years subsequently,^ disappears from the 
Eolls as a separate item after 1163. 

1 Madox, pp. 478-9. 
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TRB COURT OF EXCHEQUEK. 



The Court reorganiaed by Hanry II, Tha Upper Exchequer. The re- 
ceipt of ihe Eichequet. The baroos. The treasurer. The two lenus. 
The rolls. The roll of the pipe. The roll of Chancery. Growth in 
importaace of the treasurer. Appoiotment of a, CbanceUoi of the 
Exchequer in 1234. Disorder io our fiacul system. 

One of the first fiscal measures of Henry II. consiateil 
ia the reorgaQisation of tlie court that had the manage- 
ment and general superinteodence of the king's revenue. 
This court, which had been established in England by 
the Conqueror, was termed the court of exchequer, 
from the chequered cloth laid upon the table on 
which the accountants told out the king's money and 
set forth their account. It was divided into two 
chambers or divisions : the upper eschequer, or court 
of account, in which accounts were passed and legal 
questions discussed and settled ; and the lower ex- 
chequer, or court of receipt, which was therefore termed 
the receipt of exchequer, in which money waa paid 
down, weighed, and tested. 

The officers of the court comprised the chief officers 
of the king's household, and among them the justi- 
ciar, as president, and the king's chancellor, and such 
other great and experienced couuscllorB na the king 
was pleased to appoint, and they were termed barons 

VOL. I. U 
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of the exchequer aa appouited from that order. One 
of the most important of them, the treasuber, per- 
formed a variety of functions, for it was hia duty to 
act with the other baroas ia the governance of the 
king's revenue ; to examine and control accounts ; to 
direct the entries made in the great roll ; to attest the 
writs issued for levying the king's revenue ; to super- 
vise the issuing and receiving of the king's treasure at 
the receipt of the exchequer ; and in short to provide 
for and take care of the king's profit ; so that he 
appears to have acted in both divisions of the court. 
The first lord treasurer under the Conqueror was Odo, 
bishop of Bayeux and earl of Kent. 

Twice a year, at Easter and Michaelmas, fidl sessions 
of the court were held in the palace at Westminster. 
These two notable terras or periods of the year, called 
the Duo Scaccaria, were the times at which the sum- 
monses issuing out of the exchequer for levying the 
king's debts were wont to be made returnable ; and 
therefore were appointed to be the general or principal 
terms for making payments into the exchequer. At 
these sessions the sheriffs of counties and other account- 
able persons appeared and produced their accounts, 
paying at Easter such instalment as was consideretl 
sufficient after allowing for fiiture disbursements, and 
at Michaelmas, (he balance of receipts for the year.^ 

The record of the business of the exchequer was 
preserved in three great rolls, one of which was kept 
by the treasurer ; another, by the chancellor ; and a 

' IHalogUB de Scaccftrio, Mados. The Dialogue waawritten, A. D.l]77, 
lij Tticbard, Bishop of London, treasurer, sou of Jli-bop Nigel, treasurer, 
and grandson of Hubert of Saliabury, jualicisr. 
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third, by an officer nominated by the king, who 
registered tlie matters of legal and special importance. 
Tlie roll of the treasurer, which was called from its 
shape the great roll of the pipe, and that of the 
chancellor, which was called the roll of chancej'y, were 
dupHcates. ' The rolls of the pipe are complete from 
the second year of Henry II., and the rolls of chancery 
nearly so. Of the preceding period only one roll, that 
of the thirty-first year of Henry I., is preserved.^ ' 

About the close of the reign of Richard I., when 
the business of the chancery was separated from that 
of the exchequer, the king's chancellor ceased to per- 
form part of his duty at the coiu-t of exchequer. And 
after the fall, iu 1232, of Hubert de Burgh, the last 
great baron ever appointed to the post of great justiciar, 
that office deehned in importance,* and the treasurer 
stepped into the place of the justiciar at the exchequer, 
and became one of the chief officers of the crown. 
For a time, deputy or sub-treasurers appear to have 
acted under the treasurer ; but in 1234, 18 Hen. HI., 
it became necessary to appoint a separate high officer 
to execute the necessary duties at the exchequer, and 
John Maunsell was appointed to reside at the receipt 
of the exchequer, was entrusted with the seat of the 
exchequer, and took part with the treasurer in the 
equitable juiisdiction of the court. This appointment 
of John Maunsell is considered to be the first ap- 
pointment of a chancellor and under treasurer of the 



' Stulila, Oonat. Hist. i. 370. 

'' It ended subBequently in l.he persun of Philip Hiisijel, who y 
appointed to the post in 1261, 
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though Ealph de Leycestre, who resigned 
office in 1248, 32 Henry III., ia the first persson men- 
tioned as CHANCELLOB OF THE EXCHEQUER. 

Soon after this the official work of the exchequer 
was broken up into sections. Large branches of ex- 
penditure were reckoned among the private accounts 
of the king kept in the Wardrobe. The grants of 
money In parliament, fifteenths and other fractional 
parts of moveables, were collected by special justices, 
and no longer accounted for by the sheriffs or recorded 
in the great rolls of the pipe ; ^ and the whole fiscal 
system fell into disorder. 

i early as 1223. Stubba, 




CHAPTER n. 

TOE LAHfD TA3 OS THE EJSIGHt'S FEE, TEEMED SCUTAGE. 

1150—1186. 

Coatineutal position of tte Aogevia Mngs. Eleauoi of Aquituine. Her 
claim to the couDty of Toulouse. The scotage of Toulouse, 1169. 
The Bcutaga of IrelaDd, 1172. The scutage of Galloway, 1186. 

Not long after the accession of Henry Plantagenet to 
the throne of England, the mihtary obHgation of the 
tenants by knight service was for the first time com- 
muted for a money payment or tax on the knight's fee. 
Henry's position was still that of a continental I'ather 
than an island king. Count of Anjou, which, with 
Toiiraine, he inlierited with his father ; duke of Nor- 
mandy, which, with Maine, he inherited from his 
mother ; and governing Brittany through his brather, 
he added to his possessions by his man-iage with 
Eleonore, heiress of duke William VH, of Aquitaine, 
after her divorce from the unsuccessful crusader, Louia 
VII., Poitou, Saintonge, Gascony, and the Basque 
countiy, in short, all the most beautiful provinces of 
the south-west of France from Nantes to the Pyrenees, 
and was possessed of a much larger territory on the 
continent than the king of France.^ 

' The poBseasiona of the King of France at tliia date compnEed no 
more than the He de France and parts of Ficaidy and the Orltetmais, 
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The heiresa of Aqiiitaine bad claima to the county 
of Toulouse, which in 1159 Henry prepared himself 
to enforce. The distauce of the scene of contest, the 
difficulties of tlie way, the warhke character of count 
Raymond, and the probability that he would be assisted 
by Louis, who was suzerain to the duke of Aquitaine, 
all combined to render it probable that the expedition 
would be long and arduous. Hitherto, on an expe- 
dition, it had been the practice strictly to enforce tlie 
obligation of personal attendance on the king in arms 
according to the array. All those holding by tenure 
of knight service had been required to come ; and 
essoins, or excuses from personal attendance and attend- 
ance by deputy, had been allowed only to spiritual 
persons holding per baroniam, or in cases of sickness, 
where the king's tenant was ' ill and langnishing.' 
But a growing disinclination to foreign service affected 
all the lesser knights. Settled in English homes, and 
without any continental connection, they felt little 
interest in any foreign expeditions, and less than usual, 
if any, in this distant contest for the extension of the 
possessions of the duke of Aquitaine. 

On the other hand, the feudal array had always 
proved difficult to manage : important barons arrived 
late at the muster of the host ; and all sorts of disputes 
and wranglings occurred about place and precedence ; 
while the hmitation of the term of compulsory service 
to forty days in the year rendered necessary, when that 
term was completed, some new arrangement for any 
prolonged expedition. A lldl purse and an army of 
mercenaries woidd certainly suit the object the king 
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had in view better than those inconvenient feudal 
arrangements ; and these the king and his chancellor, 
Thomas Becket, now his intimate friend and chief 
adviser, determined to obtain for tlie expedition to 
Toulouse. 

Already, for the array for the ting's expetlitioa to 
Wales in the second year of the reign, the prelates 
bound to mihtary service had been required, in 
lieu of attendance, to pay twenty shillings for every 
knight's fee. This precedent was followed and ex- 
tended in its appHcation ; and king Henry, ' taking 
into consideration the length and difficulty of the way, 
and being unwilling to disturb either the knights who 
lived in the conntiy or the burghers and country people 
generally, levied, in Normandy, sixty Angevin shillings 
on every knight's fee, and from all his other posses- 
sions, in Normandy, England, or elsewhere, according 
to that which seemed to hira good, and took -with 
him, for the expedition to Toulouse, his cliief barons 
with a few personal followers, and an innumerable 
host of mercenaries.' ' 

The rate for England was two marks, 1/. Gs. 8d., 
on the fee of 20/. annual value ; and the tax was 
termed scutage, or shield money : — ' Hoc anno, 1159, 
rex Henricus scotaguim sive scutagium de Anglia 
accepit.'^ The expedition to Toulouse lasted three 
months. 

This land tax on the knight's fee, in composition 
for mihtary service in person by the king's tenant in 

' Rcb de Monte, Stutla, Select Chartera, p. 132. 
' Ge*\'ae, Twysden, Hist, Angl. Script, p 1381. 
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capite and his followers, was again employed in 1172 ; 
when Henry collected another scutage from those of 
his tenants in chief who did not accompany him or 
send any knightB or money for his expedition in the 
previous year to take possession of Ireland ; ^ but on 
this occasion the rate, as for a less expensive expedi- 
tion than that of Toulouse, was only twenty ahilUnga 
on the fee. 

After this, there was, in 1186, a scutage for an 
expedition to Galloway, which fell through in conse- 
quence of the submission of Eonald, who met the king 
at Carlisle and did homage for the principality. 

' The scutage was charged under the title, ' Da scutagio mUitum 
qui nee ahierunt,' &c., Madoi, p. 438. 
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TALLAGE. — THE TAXATION OF ROTAL DEMESNE. 



Nature of tallage. Obligation of the tcnanta of demesne. Tbe aaxilium 
burgi. Tbe auxilium eEtended to tbe rural tenants on tlie disappear- 
ance of the daJiegeld, 11(53. The practice in collecting a tallage. 

The obligation ot the tenants of royal demesne to 
contribute towards the discharge of the king's debt 
incurred for bis table and his host during an expedition,^ 
or on any other necessary occasion of unusual expense, 
was general ; but though it extended to all the tenants, 
originally the practice appears to have been, on occa- 
sions when danegeld was levied, to allow the rural 
tenants and those urban tenants that fell within the scope 
of the hidage, to be quit of their obligation by reason 
of their payment of danegeld. The cities and towns 
not within the scope of the hidage paid by way of 
auxihum or aid ; and these auxilia, at first irregularly 
charged, changed in time to contributions corresponding 
to the danegeld ; so that, when the county of Lincoln, 
including the rural tenants of demesne, yielded dane- 
geld, the citizens of Lincoln yielded an auxilium ; and 
so in the case of the coimty of York and the city of 
York, and so on.^ This auxilium civitatis, or auxiUum 

' Ante, p. 18. 

' ' other counties and lownt puid in tie like 
liioted, Madoi, p. 480, 
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biirgi, was levied by the town under an assessment made 
by themselves and paid by thein into the exchequer. 

But danegeld was, obviously, a small contribution 
from tenants whose liability extended to the decimation 
of their goods ; and occasionally the rural tenants paid 
over and above danegeld, dona or aiixilia, gifts or aids 
to die king, but to what extent is not clear. After the 
disappearance of the danegeld, in 1163, the auxilium 
was enforced as a frequent tax from all the tenants, 
rural and urban alike ; and these compulsory auxilia 
from all the tenants are usually termed tallages. 

A tflllage was frequently collected for an intended 
expedition, that is to say, before' the obligation to 
tallage was incurred, and therefore necessarily was by 
way of arrangement or composition with the tenants ; 
rarely indeed was the obligation enforced to a deci- 
mation or tithing of the tenant's goods. In practice, 
before an expedition, a demand was first made of a 
certain sum from the citizens of London, with the 
option, in case of refusal to compound, of being deci- 
mated, at the end of the expedition, towards the dis- 
charge of the king's debt, upon which decimation it 
would be compulsory to swear to the value of tlieir 
goods. As a rule, the sum demanded was paid, or a 
certain sum was settled by arrangement. And after 
such tallaging of the metropolis, the justices in eyre 
went through their proper circuits, and tallaged all the 
king's tenants in ancient demesne and burgage tenants, 
upon the basis of the grant made by London, returning 
every assessment to the escheqiier.^ The sum charged 




' Gilberl, Exdi. j', -20. 
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was then transferred into the pipe roll ; and the sheriff 
was responsible for the collection of the amount. 

The principal tallages in the reign of Henry H. 
were, — ^in 1168, when * the whole of England was visited 
by a small commission of justices and clerks, who rated 
the sums by which the freeholders and the towns were 
to supplement the contributions of the knights ; and in 
1173, when a tallage on the royal demesne was assessed 
by six detachments of exchequer officers.^ ' 

^ Stubbs, Const. Hiat. i. 6S5 ; Madox, p. 486. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

THE TAXATION OP MOVEABLES. 

The Saladin tithe, 1188, Taiation of moveables. The jury sjstflm 
applied. The ordinance for the Saladin tithe. 

From a fiscal point of view, perhaps the most impor- 
tant act of Henry II. was his introduction into our 
fiscal system of a new form of general tax, in which 
eventually the land tax on the knight's fee, the tallage 
of royal demesne, and the other forma of direct taxa- 
tion raerged. This touched all moveables, reaching the 
landowner, through his cattle, farming stock, and com 
and other produce of lands, and the burgher or towns- 
man, through his furniture, money and stock-in-trade, 
and wi\s first introduced into tiiis country on the occa- 
eion of the Saladin tithe, in 1188. 

A tax on moveables, levied in several countries in 
Euroi^e, towards the expenses of the first crusade, 
had been collected by means of chests erected iu the 
churches. Into these the contributories were required 
to put so much in the pound on the value of their 
eflecta and the debts of which they liad a certainty 
of being paid. An oath had been required of them that 
the total was justly summed up, and false swearing and 
fraud were punished by the penalty of excoinmunica- 
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tion. But io ancient, as in moderu times, in taxation, 
oaths have ever been little regarded. The oath of tJie 
taxpayer never has formed the basis of fair taxation, 
except in comiection with some power of verification. 

Such a power was supplied in the system of inquest 
by jury, which, origlQally apphed in ascertaining the 
legal and financial customs for the Doomsday survey, 
had recently, in 1181, beeu adopted by Henry for the 
Assize of Anns, issued by him to enforce the old duty of 
going to the fyrd, that is, joining the expedition against 
an enemy, which never had merged in the feudal 
military service, and to renovate and rearm the old 
national militia. Under the Assize every freeman was 
required to provide himself with arms and armour 
according to his means ; knights, accoi-ding to the 
number of their fees ; other freemen, according to their 
possessions in rent and chattels And the value of rent 
and chattels was to be assessed by chosen knights and 
freemen in every hundred and borough, the number to 
be fixed by the king's justices.^ 

When, therefore, the second crusade, to expel 
Saladin from Jerusalem, commenced, and after king 
Henry had taken the cross, the national council held at 
Geddington resolved to levy towards the cnisade a 
tenth of rent and moveables on alt except crusaders, a 
precedent was ready for application in the assessment 
of the tax. 

The ordinance according to which the tithe was to 

' Per legales militea vel alias tiberoa et legales homincB de hondredis 
et de l)ur^a. Asgiaa de armis habendiB in Anglin, s. 9. Beiiedictus 
Abbas, i. '278; Hnveilen, ii. 201. 
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be levied had been made by Henry in council at Le 
Mans, after his taking the cross. Its provisions were 
to the following effect : — 

1. Every one shall give in alms this year the tenth 
of his rents and moveables. Except, in the case of 
knights, their arms, horaes and clothing ; and in the 
case of the clergy, their horses, books and clothing 
and vestments and church furniture of every sort ; and 
except the jewels of clergy and laity. 

2. The second section has reference to collection. 
This is to be made in every parish in the presence of 
the representatives of the church, the knights templars 
and hospitalers, the king, the baron, and the clergy ; 
after escommunication denounced by the ecclesiastical 
authorities in every parish against the fraudident, 
Then follows tlie jury clause ; — ' And if any one shall, 
in the opinion of those presiding at the collection, have 
given less than he ought, let there be chosen firom the 
parish four or six freemen, who, on oath, shall state 
the amount which he ouglit to have stated ; and then 
he shall add what before was wanting.' 

3. The third section contains an exemption in favour 
of the clergy and knights who had taken the cross, 
and would serve personally in the ex|3edition, 

4. The fourth section provides for the proraulgs 
of the Ordinance in every parish.^ 

' Benedictua Abbaa, ii. 31 ; Hoveden, ii. 335. For the Lnlin 
the oidinance, ate Appendix, post, p. 349, 




ilgatioQ ^^H 

lin text of ^1 



BOOK IV. 

FEOM THE EEIGN OF HENEY H. TO THE 

SETTLEMENT OF THE FIFTEENTH 

AND TENTH. 1189-1334. 



CHAPTER I. 
SCUTAGE. THE LAND TAX ON KNIGHTS' FEES. 

CHAPTER II. 
CARUCAGE, THE LAND TAX. 

CHAPTER III. 
TALLAGE ON DEMESNE. 

CHAPTER IV. 
THE TAXES ON MOVEABLES. 

CHAPTER V. 
THE CUSTOMS AT THE PORTS. 

CHAPTER VI. 
THE EXCHEQUER OF THE JEWS. 



SCUTAGE, THE LAND TAX OS KNIGHTS FEES. 



Seuta^s in the raijfn of king Richard, In tie reign of John, Ee- 
fosal of the northern barons, in 1214, to pay the scutage for Nor- 
mandy. The clauBe in Magna Oarta against scutage. Repealed in 
1217. ScutageB in the reign of Henry III. How Bcutage was coir 
lected. The cartels of the harona. The scutage of Qascony, 1234, 
how asaessei. Scntages in the reign of Edward I. Scutage falla into 
disuse. The last of the scutages. 

The practice of taking a tax on the fee, in commuta- 
tion for the peraonal service of the miUtary tenants in 
capite of the king, continued for a century and a 
quarter after the scutage of Toulouse. The principal 
acutages in the reign of Richard I. were one taken in 
1189, the first year of the reign, for a pretended expe- 
dition to Wales, at the rate of 10s. on the fee ; another 
in 1195, on those tenants in chief who had not accom- 
panied the king to Normandy, at the rate of 20s. on 
the fee; and a third, in 1196, also for Normandy and 
at the same rate ; ' while the aid for the ransom of the 
king in 1193 was partly levied by means of a tax of 
20s. on the fee. 

In the reign of John no less than ten scutages 
were levied, commencing with the scutage for his 
expedition to Normandy in 1199, the first year of the 

' Mndoi, pp. 443-i. 
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reign. This scutage was at the higli rate of two marks 
on the fee, the amount taken for the expedition to 
Toulouse ; and some of the scutages taken after 1201, 
when the levy became almost annual, were at an in- 
creased rate of two and a half marks {II. 13s. id.). 

This constant taxation to which the barons were 
subjected, and the increase in the rate for scutage, 
formed one of the principal grounds of complaint in 
their disputes with the king. And the northern barons, 
■who regarded their military duty to consist mainly in 
the defence of the northern border, began to question 
their liabihty to service or any composition for service, 
in these expeditions for the recovery of the lost ducliy 
of Normandy. In that view, when, in 1213, the king 
called on them to follow him in an expedition to the 
continent, they pleaded exhaustion in consequence of 
previous expeditions in this island, and went so far aa 
to deny their Hability to serve in transpontine expe- 
ditions. And subsequently, when the king, on his 
return from the continent, demanded from them a 
scutage in accordance with the precedents in the reign 
of his brother and his father, they flatly refused to pay. 
Thus was accelerated the crisis that resulted in the 
signature by the king of the Articles of the Barons and 
the issue of the Great Charter. 

The extent of the irritation caused by the scutages 
of John may be inferred from the terms of the twelftli 
article of the charter, wliich follow those of the thirty- 
second of the articles of tlie barons, and are as follows : 
' No Bcutage or aid shall be imposed in the kingdom 
by the common coun.sel of the realm, except for 
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the purpose of ransoming the king's person, making 
his first-born eon a knight, and marrying hia eldest 
daughter once, and the aids for these purposes 
shall be reasonable in amount.' While the fourteenth 
article contains provisions for tlie summons of the 
prelates, earls and barons, by personal writs, and 
the other tenants in chief by a general writ to the 
sheriffs and bailiffs, to take the common counsel of 
the realm for imposing such an aid or for imposing a 
scutage. 

The effect of this would seem to be to abolish, 
during the life of the king, the arrangement for a 
composition fornon-attendance at the array introduced 
by Henry II. and re-establish the obligation of the 
military tenants to serve personally in the king's ex- 
peditions for forty days in the year. But this was 
probably more than was intended, and accordingly the 
provision regarding scutage was not embodied in the 
charter on its first re-issue in the reign of Henry HI. ; 
and on the second issue in 1217, a clause was inserted, 
clause 44, to provide that ' scutage should be taken 
for the future as it was accustomed to be taken in the 
time of king Henry our grandfather — ' sicut capi con- 
suevit,' according to the precedents, in the reign of 
Henry H. 

Several scutages were taken in the reign of Henry 
in., of which the principal were — one in 1221, for the 
capture of Biham, which WiUiam of Albemarle had 
fortified, of two marks on the fee ; another in 1231, for 
the expedition to Bretagne, of three marks on the fee ; 
another in 1242, for the expedition to Gascony, of 20.5. 
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on the fee ; and another in 1253, for an expetlition to 
Gascony, of three marks on the fee.' 

The assessments for a scutage were, as a general 
rule, based upon returns, which were required by the 
king's writ from the tenants in chief upon theu" feaHy, 
'per fidera et ligantiam quam nobis debes,' though 
perhaps returns may not have been required on every 
single occasion of a scutage. 

In their returns, or certificates, or cartels, cartas 
haronum they were usually termed, the mihtary 
tenants stated the number of fees for which they were 
liable. The returns, though subjected to examination 
by the exchequer officers, and tested as to their cor- 
rectness by reference to previous entries in the exche- 
quer rolls, were, as a rule, accepted and entered in 
order in the red book of the exchequer. If any dispute 
arose regarding the number of fees for which a tenant 
was liable,^ the entry on the exchequer rolls was 
made as follows : — So-and-so is charged for so many 
fees 'quos non recognoscit,' in respect of which he 
denies his liability.^ The original cartels were kept in 
a hutch in the exchequer, and the entries formed the 
basis of subsequent taxation. 

When the entries were completed, the king's writ 
issued to the barons of the exchequer to collect his 
scutage, and it was paid into the exchequer directly 
by those liable to payment. 




■ Mtttt. PariH, ii. 247, 320, 466, iii. 136. 

' The dlaputea that aroEB had chiefly reference to landfl held \>j 
ecclesiastics, bishops, and abbots claiming probably to hold in frank 
almoign, a tenure not liable to Bcutage, and not by barouial and military 
wrvice. — Mndox, p. 466. 

» Madox, p. 4-^1. ■ 
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When the king took aeutage from his tenants in 
chief, the great lords who had tenants holding under 
them, by knight service, the fees for which tht:y wertJ 
immediately hable to the king, had the right to take 
their sciitage from their tenants according to the num- 
ber of fees held by them ; a right which extended also 
to occasions where the lord performed personal service 
for his fees in an expedition and therefore liimself 
paid no scutage. And these scutagea the lord collected 
from hia military tenants, where he had the power of 
distraining tor the amount, personally, ' per manum 
suam,' as it was termed. In other cases he had, on 
payment of a fine, or without a fine, a writ of assist- 
ance directed to the sheriffs. For instance, Eogcr de 
Verli paid, 21 Hen. II., into the exchequer xxvi.«. and 
v'uid. that he might have the service or scutage of his 
men (or tenants) : ^ this was for the scutage of Ireland. 
WUliara de Say had from Henry III. a grant of his 
scutage from the fees which he held of the king in 
chief, because he had done personal service with the 
king in Gaacony,^ Henry de Braybrook had, G Hen. 
Ill,, for the scutage of Biham, 1221, a writ of aid 
directed to the sherifi', who was ordered to assist him 
to distrain his knights who held of him the fees which 
he held of the king ia capite, for payment to him of 
the scutage for those fees, at the rate of two marks a 
fee, which scutage was charged against him at the 
exchequer.^ 

Ill process of time difficult questions arose regard- 
ing the tenure of lands, ' whether they were holden by 
• Miidos, p, 469. ' Ibid, p, 470. = Ibid. p. 468. 
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knight's service or some other tenure, or, if holdeii by- 
knight's service, whether tliey were holden immediately 
of the king or of 3ome other lord, or by how many 
knights' fees they were holden, and the hke ; and for 
these and other causes, it became almost necessary that 
scutage should be collected by the sheriffs of counties, 
who might make inquisition by the oath of jurors con- 
ceraing these and such like articles proper to be in- 
quired into.' Thus it was that in 1243, under the 
direction of the common council of the kingdom, writs 
were issued to the sheriffa, ordering them to collect the 
ecutage of Gascony.^ And in the writs the sheriffs 
were directed to make inquiry by the oath of twelve 
knights and freemen, through whom the truth might 
best be known, men of substance so as to be re- 
sponsible to the king in case of default, and find what 
lands wore holden of the kmg, or of others who held 
of the king in capile, &c., and to distrain the tenants 
of such fees to pay their scutage for the same.^ 

The confusion into which the records of the ex- 
chequer fell during the reign of Henry III., and 
the irregular manner in which the entries h<id been 
made, rendered it difficult, in the following reigu, to 
discover the value of lands ; while any attempt to 
do so would, under the circumstances of the time, 
have caused numberless disputes and much ill blood 
among the nobility. This Edwai-d was anxious to 
avoid, and therefore, though he took a scutage in 

' Madox, p. 47S. For a petition for apportion meut of si 
r»r. RoUs, i. i7, No. 20. 
' Ibid. p. 4/3. 
^ Writ for Liucolcsbire, Mtidox, p. i72. 
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1277, the sixth year of the reign, on his return from 
the expedition to Wales, at the rate of 40s. on the fee, 
and, in 128'"', another of the same amonut for another 
expedition to Walea,^ hia subsequent exactions were 
Buch as not to involve any rollision with the barons — 
taxes on wool, levies in kind of all sorts, and general 
taxes on moveables. The heavy taxation from 1290 
to 1297 touched the landowners only in regard Ui their 
crops and cattle. 

Towards the close of the reign Bcutages appear to 
have been levied for the armies of Scotland in 1300, 
1303, and 1306, but such was the difficulty in collect- 
ing them, that as late as 10 Edward 11. writs had to 
be issued appointing commissioners to levy and collect 
these scutagea in tiie county of York. The writs were 
headed ' Quod rebellea et inobedientes collectoribus 
scutagii amerciautur.' The rate to be enforced was 
40s. on the fee.^ The commissioners were to inquire 
by the oath of freemen of the county what feea were 
held in capite of the king at the time of the armies for 
Scotland. The sheriff waa to summon the freemen to 
appear before the commissioners to make inquisition 
touching the matters aforesaid, and the commissioners 
were to amerce severely all rebellious or disobedient 
jurors and baOiffs of the king or lords of Uberties, 
who should neglect to attend and to assist and obey 
them, causing the estreats of the amercements to 
be sent into the exchequer, that the simie might bo 
levied for the king's use. 

* Ann, Dunstapl., Ann. Monast. ii?, Q\7. 

* Madox, p. 474. 
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In short, a tax on t]ie fee was so difficult to collect 
and so insignificant in the yield that it was now practi- 
cally abandoned. The last vestiges of scutage are to 
be found in the records of fines imposed for not serving 
in the army summoned to march against the Scots in 
1322, after the victory at the battle of Boroughbridge 
and the execution of Lancaster had rendered Edward 
supreme. They were collected from the archbishops, 
, clergy, widows and other women, who owed 
service in that army and were desirous to make fines 
for the same. 



CHAPTER n. 

THE TAX ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS TliJlMED CARUCAGE 

1194—1224. 

Carueage taken by Richard I. in 1194 and 111)8. New survey and asaeas- 
ment. Taken by John in 1200 and by Henry lU. in 1220. Assess- 
ment and cuUtiction of the carueage of 1220. The Folkes da Breaut^ 
carueage Ln 1224. End of cnrucage. 

A TAX similar to the danegeld, which had been levied 
on the liyde, was, in 1194, levied on the carucate, or 
plough land, a carucate being the quantity of land that 
could be ploughed by cue plough, caruca, in a season. 
This was taken by king Eichard on his second visit to 
the kingdom, and the rate was 2s. the carucate.' 

Another carueage was levied in 1198, at the in- 
creased rate of 5s. ; and for this carueage a new survey 
was made of all the lands in the kingdom and the plan 
of assessment by jurors was adopted, as it already had 
been, ten years before this date, for the Salatlin tithe. 

The assessment was to be made, in eveiy shire, by 
the king's commissioners (a knight and a clerk), the 
sheriff, and knights to be chosen for the purpose and 
under oath for faithful performance of their duty ; who 
summoned before them the stewards of the barons, and 
in eveiy townsliip, the lord or bailiff and the reeve and 

' At the Great Council at Nottingham, Hovedtu, iii, 242, 
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four mfii, free or villeiti, and two knights for every 
hundred in tlie county, who took oath that faithfully 
and witliout fraud they would state how many caru- 
cates were contained in every township (with certain 
other particulars), and assessed to tax accordingly. 
The assessments were registered in four rolls, of which 
the knight commissioner had one ; the clerk, another ; 
the sheriff, a third ; and the steward of every baron, so 
much of the fourth as related to his lord's land. 

The collection was in the hands of two knightg and 
the bailiffin every hundred ; and they accoimted to the 
sheriff, who, in his turn, accounted to the exchequer. 
But every baron was required, with the aid of the 
sheriff, to collect the tax from his tenants, and, in 
default, the amount was chargeable on his demesne. 
Freemen and villems alike if convicted of perjury were 
to render to the kuig the amount lost through the per- 
jury ; while, in addition to this, the villein forfeited to 
his lord the best ox of his plough team, and the free- 
man was at the mercy of the king. The carcucate, or 
quantity of land that could be ploughed by one plough 
or team ina season, was fixed at 100 acres.^ In 1:200 
king John returned from Normandy and took a caru- 
cage of 3s. In 1220 Henry III. received a carucage of 
2s., the rate of Richard's carucage in 1194. It wag 
assessed and collected by the sheriff and two knights of 
the shire chosen in the full assembly of the county 
court, who sent the proceeds, under their seals, to 
London ; and the sheriffs were strongly exhorted to be 
■diligent in the business. 'As you love yourself and 
' llovcdei], i\: 40. 
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yours,' ran the writs, ' you shall so manage the afiair 
that there be no occasion to complain of and inquire 
into the assessment and collection of the tax, to the 
great confusion of yourself and those connected with 
you in the assessment and collection.' ^ 

Another, and the last, carucage was granted, at 
the rate of 2s.^ to the king in 1224, for the expenses 
of the struggle which had resulted in the fall of Falkes 
de Breaute,^ and the consequent liberation of the 
country from the injSuence of foreigners. The tax was 
difficult to assess, and in its incidence touched only the 
limited class of agriculturists. Henceforth the system 
of taxation by grants of fractional parts of moveables 
superseded this partial tax. 

^ Writ for collection of a camcage, Close Rolls, i. 437. 
^ Matt. Paris, Hist. Mag. p. 322. Falkes de Breaut^ was at the 
iime sheriff of no less than six counties. 
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CHAPTEK ni 

TALLAGE, THE TAXATION OF ROYAL DEMESNE. 

1180— I3;J4. 

Talla^a in the reiRU of RichBrd I. and Join. Tallage not touched by 
Msgn a Carta. Tallage in the rei(ni of Henry III. Liability of the 
(ntizens of London to tallage. Tallage is superseded by s systecn of 
general giants and falls into diaitse. 

Tallage, the special taxation of royal demesne, con- 
tinued in practice after the reign of Henry H. ; and in 
the first year of Richard I., 1189, the king's demesnes 
were tallaged,* In 1194, the business of the judges, 
after the departure of the king for Normandy, included 
the exaction of a tallage from cities, boroughs, and 
demesne ; and on this occasion tallage is termed for 
the fii-st time a decima or tenth.' After this there 
were other tallages in the same reign. King John, 
altliough notoriously severe in his exactions from the 
Jews and private individuals, was not inclined to 
press heavily upon the towns and demesne, relyiug in 
a measure upon them for support in his struggles with 
the barons. 

Au attempt appears to have been made to obtain 
in the great charter a limitation of the right to tallage 
demesne ; for in the articles of the barons on which the 

■ Mtidoi, p. 180. ' Jlovaden, iii. 204. Slados, p. 503. 
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charter was founded, tallage is mentioned with scutages 
and aids, and more particularly the tallage of London ; 
but all reference to tallage is omitted in the correspond- 
ing articles in the charter.' 

This right of the king to deal with the tenants of 
demesne was again exercised in 1218, the second year 
of the reign of Henry HI., when a tallage was set 
upon the king's manors and towns. In 1227, a heavy 
tallage was exacted, but only from the limited class of 
rich citizens and burgesses ; in 1230 another tallage 
was collected ; and in 1234 there was a general tallage 
of all the cities and boroughs and demesne manors 
throughout England.^ 

Nine years after this, when a tallage was demanded 
of London, the king's officers appear to have made 
personal applications to individual citizens, very similar 
to those made, in subsequent times, for ' benevolences.' 
They went from citizen to citizen saying, * You must 
accommodate the king, who is carrying on war in 
foreign parts for the good of the kingdom, and is greatly 
in want, with such and such monies, until he is restored 
to his kingdom ; ' and according to the wUl and assess- 
ment of the extortioners (estortorum), the citizens 
were mulcted of their money.' About the thirtieth 

' ArticleB, S, 11 : ' Simili modo fiat de tallagiis et ausiliiB de civitate 
Ijondoniarum et de aliiBcivitatibuB quaeiude habejit libertates.' Ohorter 
Act, xxiii. ; ' Simili modo fiat de auiiliia do civitate Londoniamm.' 

' Pipe KoU, 2 Hen, III. Madoi, p. 488. Anu. Theokesb. Ann. 
Monaiit. i. 09. Madox, p. 488. Ibid. p. 480. Chron. T. Wykea. Ann. 
Monast. iv. 77. 

' Matt. Paris, Iliat. Mag. p, 600. TyrcelJ, ii. 924. The king, before 
leanng England, bad, on the refuaal of tbe prelates to grant a general 
tax, obtained money bj appljiug to tliem in tbe aame waj individually. 
Matt. Par. ii. 4(11. 



62 HISTORY OF TAXATION. 

year of the king, 1 246, another tallage appears to have 
been exacted. 

In or about 1255, when it was provided by the 
king's council at Merton that the king should tallage 
his demesnes in England towards the great expenses 
he had been at in foreign parts, the citizens of London 
raised a question as to their liability to tallage. Ac- 
cording to the usual practice, application had been 
first made to them for a stated sum as a fine or com- 
position for tallage. They had been summoned before 
the council. Ealf Hardel, the mayor, and several 
other citizens, had appeared, and the king had de- 
manded of them a talbge of 3,000 marks. After a 
consultation with their fellow-citizens they returned 
and offered 2,000 marks by way of aid, saying, they 
could not nor would give more. Upon this, the king 
sent his treasurer, Philip Lovell, with others to Saint 
Martin's, to receive of the city a fine of three thousand 
marks for tallage, in case they would enter into such 
fine, and if they would not then the tallage was to 
be assessed per capita. The city refused to enter into 
that fine, or composition, and the treasiu-er and the 
other commissioners ordered the citizens to swear to 
the value of each other's chattels with a view to the 
assessment of the tallage per capita ; but the citizens 
refused to make such oath, or to declare, upon the 
faith they owed to the king, the value of each other's 
chattels. So the treasurer and other commissioners 
came back, re infectS. Afterwards the citizens came 
before the king and his council at Westminster on the 
Sunday after Candlemas, and the question was raised 
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and disputed whether this should be called a tallage 
or an aid. A search for precedents proved, from the 
rolls of the exchequer aud of the chancery, that, in 
the sixteenth year of king John, the citizens were 
tallaged at 2,000 marks, to have the interdict 
taken off; that in the seventh year of king Henry III, 
they were tallaged at 1,000 marks ; that in the 
twenty-sixth year of the same king they paid 1,000 
marks by way of tallage ; and that in the thirty- 
seventh year they gave 1,000 marks, and 20 marka 
of gold by way of tallage.* And on the inorrow the 
mayor and citizens came and acknowledged that 
they were talhable, and gave the king 3,000 marks 
for tallage. In short, London had been tallaged for 
Biliam and the two expeditions to Gascony, and 
was undeniably Hable to tallage with the rest of the 
royal demesne. 

In 1283 the system of negotiation by the exchequer 
officers with the burghers and the freeholders in the 
different towns and counties, for grants subsidiary to 
those of the barons and clergy, which hitherto had been 
the usual practice, was superseded by a system of gene- 
ral grants made by central representative assemblies. 
This alteration dates from Edward's expedition to 
Wales in 1282, He was at Euddlan. A grant he had 
already received from the counties and towns after 
negotiation with his officers had proved insufficient. 
He was greatly in want of money, and a general grant 
was required. To summon a parliament at Kuddlan, 
or to move from Wales in order to hold a parliament 
■ Madoz, p. 401, 
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in Engknd, would be greatly iDconyenient. He tbere- 
fore sumraoDed, by writ, provincial councils or assem- 
blies at Northampton and York, in which the counties 
were represented by four knights from each shire, and 
the towns, by two men from each city, borough, and 
market-town. The result was a general grant of a 
thirtieth of moveables, presumably the amount pre- 
viously granted by the magnates at Euddlan. This 
thirtieth was assesed by royal commissioDers, and 
collected by them and the sherifia of counties.^ 

The practice of taking tallage as a separate levy 
from cities, towns, and demesne, may be considered to 
have come to an end at this date. The instances in 
which it was used in future were exceptional. In 
1288, when, after the absence of the king from the 
kingdom for three years, the baroos, headed by the 
earl of Gloucester, refused to make any grant for his 
expenses in the war with France, until he should 
return, the bishop of Ely, then treasurer, enforced the 
obligation of the tenants of demesne in the old form, 
and began to tallage the cities, boroughs, and demesne. 
As this section of the community had to bear the 
weight of taxation alone, the treasurer's proceetlings 
are stigmatised as the imposition of intolerable exac- 
tions.* 

Tallage was again used in 1294, when a grant was 
obtained by separate negotiation with the cities and 
boroughs, on an occasion when no representatives of 



' See Writ for the CoUectioii of a Thirtieth, 1283, Stultbe, 
Ohartera, p. 466. 

' Cbrgn. T. Wykes, Ajin. Monast. i?, 31G. 





TALLAGE ON TENANTS OF DEMESNE, 



G5 



their interests had been aummoned to parliament, and 
the barons and knights had granted, on their part, a 
tenth of all their moveables. London made the liberal 
grant of a sixth of moveables, ' that it might ahow an 
example to the other demesne towns ;' and the sixth 
was levied in the other towns by royal commissioner 
appointed for the i)urj)ose of ' asking, requiring, and 
effectually inducing personally the tenants of demesuc ' 
to make the grant ' by all ways that they should see 
expedient.' ' 

Again, ten years after this, in 1304, a tallage waa 
enforced by Edward, probably in supplement of the 
scntage of 1303 for the war in Scotland. The grant 
made by London in 1294 was taken as a precedent, 
and the ' sixth penny according to the taxation of 
their goods ' waa exacted from the cities and towns.'' 
Writs were issued to sets of three commissioners, any 
two to act within the county or counties to which the 
writ was issued, to assess the tallage in the cities, 
boroughs, and demesne separately, by communities or 
by heads, as they might deem most expedient for the 
advantage of the king, but ' accordhig to the ability of 
the tenants, and so that the rich be not spared, nor 
the poor too heavily taxed.' ^ The tallage rolls were lo 



' Inf. Record de An. 23 Edw. I, Roll 73. • De aexW parW 
in London.' Tyrrell, iii. 182. 

" W. HemJngfoTd, ii. 233. 

' Par, RoIIb, i, 2GB. Occaaionally, when lallnife was collected by poll 
(wbich, however, waa rarely the case), cause for complaint bad beun given 
to tlie poorer citizens, who observed that the burden fell upon then], the 
tax not heiiiR fairly aeaeased according to Lhe value of the property of the 
citiions. llie outbreak in London under William Fitjosbert in 1136 waa 
caustd by such an unjust levy. 

VOL. I. V 
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be delivered, under the seals of the commissioners, to 
collectors chosen by them, who were to account for 
their collection to tlie exchequer. The sheriffs were 
ordered, at the request of the commissioners, to compel 
the attendance before them of all persons in the cities, 
boroughs and demesnes whom they might consider 
useful for the assessment, and to aid and assist them in 
the performance of their duty. 

Again, in 1312, the royal council, acting under the 
advice of Walter Langton, who had recently resumed 
the office of treasurer, ordered a tallage of a fifteenth 
of moveables and a tenth of rents. This raised oppo- 
sition from London, on the ground of the guarantee to 
them of their ancient rights in Magna Carta, and also 
in Bristol. Eventually a respite was purchased by loans, 
and the tallage became merged in the twentieth granted 
in the next parliament. The old form of writ was 
used on this occasion.^ 

Lastly, in 1332, Edward HI. attcmpteil to revive 
tallage, and issued writs, in the old form, for a four- 
teenth of moveables and a ninth of rents ; ^ but parlia- 
ment now took up the question by granting a fifteenth 
from the counties outside demesne, and a tenth from 
cities, towns and demesne. On his acceptance of the 
grant, the king recjilletl the commissions for the assess- 
ment of the tallage, and promi-ied in future not to 
cause such tallage to be assessed in any other manner 
than had been the practice in the time of his an- 
cestors, and ' as he might of right.' ^ 

Tallage now fell into disuse. The articles usually 
I Par. Rolls, i. 44!). » Ibid. ii. 44(J. ^ Ibid. ii. CO. 
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known a.s the * Statute de Tallagio non concedendo ' 
were, for a long time, considered to have suppressed 
this form of levy, but are now held to be an abstract, 
imperfect and unauthoritative, of the Kegent's act of 
confirmation of the pardon of Humfrey de Bohun and 
Koger Bygod, the earls of Hereford and Gloucester. 

Superseded by the more convenient form of general 
taxes on moveables granted by parliaments in which 
the cities and boroughs were properly represented, it 
left its trace in, and is subsequently recalled to mind 
by, the tenth, which formed the fractional grant for 
towns and demesne, as opposed to the fifteenth for the 
counties outside demesne. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TAXES ON MOTEABLRS. 

A.v. II 89-1334, 

Thia Byatem continued. Variety of lie grants. The thirteenth of 1207. 
Its assessment. The fifteenth of 1235. The jury system itgain applied. 
The fortieth of 1232. The charge. The thirtieth of 1237. The 
charge. The fifteenth of 1276. Complaints of rigid asseasnieDt. 
General grnntB commence in I'ibS. Oumplaints of the ri^'id asaesa- 
ment of the fifteenth in 1200. Principal suhsequent grants in the 
reigns of Edward I., Edward IT., and Edward III. Practice in assess- 
ment. Issue of writs. The roll or ordinance of assessment. Schedules 
of the assessment. 

The method of taxation by means of grants of frac- 
tional parts of moveables, introduced into this country 
for the Saladin tithe, continued in use for about a 
century and a half. Sometimes the grant included 
rents and moveables ; sometimes, rents only, and some- 
times, moveables of particular descriptions. 

The fractional part granted varied in the earlier 
grants from a fortieth to a fourth. This fourth, an 
exceptioual grant, formed part of the aid for the 
ransom of king Ricliard in 1193, and was charged 
upon every person in the kingdom, in respect of renta 
and goods ; while a fortieth, which is at the other 
end of the scale of fractional parts, was granted on 
two occasions — the first in 1201, when king John 
received for the crusade a fortieth of rents; the otlier 
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m 1232, when Henry III. received a general grant of 
a fortietli of moveables. 

An early example of the iise of this method of 
taxation is to be found in the seventh of the moveables 
of the barons exacted by John in 1203, on the ground 
that by their defection he had lost castles in Normandy.' 

Again, in 1207 the king exacted at the council of 
Oxford, for recovery of his dominions in Normandy 
and elsewhere, a thirteenth of moveables from the 
whole kingdom, charged upon every layman who had 
rent or chattels, at the rate of Is. for every mercate, 
13*. id. of annual rent, and Is. for every 13s. id. in 
value of any sort of moveable cliattels in his possession 
on the octave of Candlemas.^ 

E-irls and barons were taxed upon the basis of 
sworn statements of the value of their rents and 
moveable chattels, made before the commissioners, by 
their stewards and bailiffs. Every man, not earl or 
baron, was to sweiir personally to the value of his rents 
and chattels in such manner as the commissioners 
should think fit. And fair and full returns were en- 
forced by penalties for fraudulent removal or conceal- 
ment of chattels or transfer of chattels to the custody 
of another, or for under- valuation of chattels, viz. the 
total forfeiture of all the chattels of the offender, and 
his imprisonment during the king's pleasure. 

Commissioners for the assessment of the thirteenth 
■were appointed in every coimty, and tlie sheriff was 



' Matt. Paris, ii. 98, 

' Ann, Waviii'l., Ann. Monast. i 
Octavis Puri&cationis Beatiie Maiiae.' 
octave was said to be within the ulas 



258. Matt. Paria, ii. 108. ' In 
Any day between a feast and the 
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enjoined to assist them in j^Mjrforraaiice of their dutyl 
Every himdred and every imrisli was required to be 
separately registered, to the intent that the com- 
missioners might be able to answer Tor every township 
separately. 

After the assessment of the tax by the comraia- 
sinners in any hundred, city, or township, they wei'e 
to cause tlie particulars of the assessment to be tran- 
sciibed from their rolls, and deliver the same to the 
sheriff, who was to collect the tax in fifteen days. The 
rolls were to be retained safely in the custody of the 
commissioners till they should bring them to the ex- 
chequer. Lastly, an oath for the faithful performance 
of duty was required from all who in any way took 
part in the business in hand.' On this occasion the 
method of assessment by jury adopted for the Saladin 
tithe was not used. 

In 1225 it was again employed, for the assessment 
of the fifteenth granted to Henry III, on his coming 
of age, in consideration of the reissue of the chartei's, 
and for the defence of the Itiugdom, then threatened by 
Louis Vin.^ This gi"ant, made at the general council at 
"Westminster, included all moveables, with the following 
exceptions: — I. For archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors 
and the rest of the clergy; earls, barons and knights, 
and freemen, not merchants, their books of all sorts, 
ornaments of churches and chapels, ridiug horses, cart 
and sumptcr horses, and arms of all sorts ; their jewels, 

' Patent Rolls, i. 72. 

* Matt. Paris, ii. 268. Ann. Diinatapl,, Ann. Moiiast. iii. 03. Mall. 
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, uteusilia,' latders, cellars, and liay ; and except 
com bought for the garnishing of castles. 2. For mer- 
chants who will contribute a fifteenth of all their 
merchandise and moveables, the arms to which they 
are sworn,^ their riding horses, their household utensils, 
and the food contents of cellar and larder, and 3. For 
villeins, tlie arms to which tliey are sworn, their house- 
iiold utensils, their flesh, fish, and drink, not for sate, 
and their hay and provender not for sale. 

For the collection royal conmiisaioners were ap- 
pointed. The sheriff of the county was to aimnnou 
betbre them all the knights of the county, on a stated 
day, at a stated place, and theu and there they were to 
cause to be elected four knights in eveiy hundred in 
the county, or more or less, according to the size of the 
Ijundred, who were to assess and collect the fifteentli, 
acting, not in the hnndretl in which they resided, but 
in the othera adjoining. 

Every person not earl, baron, or knight, was to 
swear to the number, quantity, and value of his own 
moveables and those of his two nearest neighbours, and 
disputed cases were to be . settled by tlie elected 
knights by means of a jury of twelve of the neighbours 
of the person assessed, or as many as they should 
consider sufficient for the inquiry. The stewards and 
bailiffs of earls, barons and knights were to swear 
to the value of the moveables of their lords in every 
township. 



' Vasis, utensilibue. Vasa niu}' mean pots Hud paoa ; utttuitilia, aiiy- 
tliiujr ncceasHi'y fur iiae and iicciipatioii in a iiouse, as iiouacliold atuff, &c. 
- Jitmti ad ai-rna, thv local t'orco aiioed uudtT the AsbIzb nf Arms. 
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The fifteenth was to be paid in moieties, and was 
to be collected in every township by the reeve and 
four freemen, and by them pEiid to the elected knights, 
who were to bring the money to the commissioners, 
by whom it was to be placed in safety, either in a 
cathedral church or in an abbey or a priory in the 
same county, until fiarther orders for remitting it. 
An oath for faithful performance of duty was to be 
taken by the elected knifjhts, in the presence of the 
commissioners, and by the commissioners, before the 
sherilT and knights assembled on the day before 
mentioned.' 

To sum up : — Sworn declarations of value are re- 
quired. Disputed cases are to be settled by fl jury. 
The assessment is by elected knights of the hundred. 
The collection is in the hands of the reeve and four 
treemen of the township. 

The amount raised was 86,758 marks and 2d., viz., 
57,838/. 13s. 6(/.^ 

In 1227, a year of tallage of demesne, the king 
received a lifteenth from the religious orders and a 
axteenth from the clergy. 

In 1232, the year after the scutage of Bretagne, 
the king received a general grant from the clei-gy and 
laity of a fortieth. The freemen and villeins are stated 
to have joined in the grant ; but the manner in which 
they may have been consulted, or how theU" consent 
was given, is not known. 

The moveables in respect of which this fortieth was 



' Ffieiipra, Record tiln, i, 177. 



' Stub1)E, CoDBt. Hist, 




ii, bid. I 
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"granted were specified as : All corn, ploiiglis, sheep, 
cows, pigs, horses, cart-liorses, and horses used for 
agricultural purposes ; ' De bladis, carucis, ovibus, 
vaccis, jKjrcia, haraciis (lifiras, Fr.; stud), equia caret- 
tariis (Fr. cbarette) et depiitatia ad waiaagium in 
maneriis.' 

The assessment was to be made in every town- 
ship by the reeve and four of the most substantial 
froeraen elected for the purpose, who were, ou 
oath, to assess the fortieth on each individual in the 
presence of knights assessors assigned for the jiurpose. 
Afler which, the four freemen and reeve were to be 
assessed on oath by two freemen of the township, 
A schedule of particulars was to be made and delivered 
to the stewards of the barons, or their attorneys, or to 
the bailiffs of hberties, in order that the barons or 
lords of liberties might, if able and willing so to do, 
collect the fortieth. Where they were unwilling or 
unable, it was to be collected by the sheriff. 

The sheriff was not to make profit in the collection, 
but deliver the whole amount received to tlie knights 
assessors at the safest township in the coimty, to be 
placed by them in a safe place in the township. An 
exemption was granted for every man wlio had not 
moveables of the kind specified to the value of forty 
pennies, a quarter of a mark, at the least. 

The fortieth of 1232 produced 10,475/. 0«. 9<i.^ 

Five years after this, in 1'237, a thirtieth of all 
moveables * was granted by the archbishops, bishops, 

' StubbB, t!onHt. Hist, ii. 549. '' Matt. Piiris, ii. 305. 
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abbots, priors, aud clergy having lands not belonging 
to their churches, eai'ls, barons, knights, and freemeu 
for themselves and their villeins ; to extend to all 
moveablea as they should be in the autumn on the 
completion of the harvest, and include not only com, 
ploughs, aheep, cows, pigs, horses, cart and agricidtural 
horses, as in the case of the fortieth of 1232, but also 
' all other cattle and goods,' the following excepted, 
viz., silver and gold, i)alfrey8, aumpter horses, war 
horses, and rouncies,' and uteiisilia and vasa. 

For every county four knights and a clerk were 
appointed commissioners, lu every townshiji ibiir 
freemen were to be elected as assessors, and sworu 
to faithful performance of their duty ; and all tilings 
were to be valued according to an ordinary and foir 
estimate and valuation. 

The four elected freemen were to state the particu- 
lars of all chattels and their value to the commissioners, 
and to collect the tax aticonling to their orders, and 
pay the proceeds to them ; aud if necessary the sheriff 
was to assist them in distraining for the tax. The 
four elected freemen were to be assessed by four other 
men of the township chosen for the purpose by the 
commissioners. 

An exemption was allowed in respect of poverty, 
similar to that for the fortieth in 1232 : no poor 

' The war horse is termed deitrarius, as led by the squire villi his 
right hand ; the runciiius, ui rouocey, waa the horse of an attendniit or 
swrvaot. Chftucer's suaniBti, in the prolopie to the Oanterbiuy Tales, 
' roode upon a rouncej as he coutbe.' Tlie paifrej was more particularly a 
lady's licii'se it that of aii micleniaijlie. Tile exL-mptioD thua excluded tvll 
ridiii},' aud cumpU'i' lioraes. 





TAXES ON MUVKABLES. 



mail 01" womau was to contribute who had not in gootla 
more timn the vahie of 3tf. 4rf.' 

The thirtieth of 1237 produced 22,594/. 25. Irf.^ 

Before the dose of the reign, in 1269, Henry III. 
received another grant of a fractional part of moveables 
from the laity, this time a twentieth.^ 

The assessments for this and the other grants of 
fractional parts of moveables in the reign of llemy III, 
were probably not very strictly enforced ; for in the 
following reign when, in 1275, the fourth year of 
Edward I., the first parliament of Westminster granted 
to the king a fifteenth, and the people were assessed 
ad unguent, i.e. up to the full value of property, the 
proceeding is characterised as unusual and unheard-of, 
' inaudito more ad uuguem taxatam ; ' ^ and in the 
next year, 1276, tlie king, wilhng to spare the jioor, 
granted an exemption to all who had not of the value 
of lbs. in goods,^ a considerable advance upon the 
exemptions from the fortieth of 1232 and the thirtieth 
of 1237. 

In 1277 the king received, besides a scutage from 
the knights, a twentieth from the laity and clergy 
towai'ds the expenses of the war with Llewelyn.^ 

The thirtieth of 1283 from the laity was cliarged 
upon all who had over half a mark, 6*. 8d., in chattels, 
and was assessed by twelve j ui'ors in every neighbour- 



' Foedura, Record edn. i. 2S2. 
' Chroii. T. Wykes, Ann. Monast. it 
* Ann, Waverl., Ann. Monasl. ii. 38 
Bsses^ment aad collsctinn of the fifteenth, set 
■ Ann. WintoD., Ann Monaat. ii, 120. 
'■ W. llisJiaiiger, (J1ii-ud. p. OJ, 



' Stubba, OoDflt, Hist. ii. 6 
225-327. 

1. For tile form of writ fo 
Par. Rolls, i. ■2!:14. 



78 



HISTORY OF TAXATION. 



an indenture, of which one part wjis to be delivered, 
under their seals, to the commissioners, and the other 
part, under the seals of the commissioners, was to 
retained by them. 

The following rules for assessment were given : — 
All the goods of the clergy, as well as the laity, if 
not annexed to their chm'ches, were to be included in 



ler 




The following artiele.s were to be exempted : — 1. 
In counties — the armour, riding horses, jewels and 
clothes of knights and gentlemen and their wives, and 
their vessels of gold, silver and brass. 2. In cities, 
boroughs, and market towns : A suit of clothes for 
every man and another for his wife, a bed for both 
of them, a ring and a buckle of gold or silver, a girdle 
of silk in ordinary use by them, and a cup of silver or 
mazer from which they drink. 3. Eveiywhere, the 
goods of any person not amountinjv in the whole to 
o.?. in value. 

The commissioners, after receiving the indenture, 
were to go from hinidred to hundred, and from town- 
ship to township as soon as they could, to see and 
inquire if the assessments are correct, and should they 
discover that any goods have been roncealed or by gift 
or fiivoiu: undervalued, they were to make tlie requisite 
additions to and complete the assessments according to 
their discretion in the most lawful manner they could, 
for the service of the king, And they were to report 
to the treasm"er and barons of the exchequer the namea 
of those who have trespassed against their oath. The 
goods of the assessoi's were to be assessed by freemen 
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of the neighbourhood not related to them, and assigned 
on oath for the purpose by the commissionera ; the 
goods of the commissioners, by the treasurer and barons 
of the exchequer. 

The tax was to be levied and collected as follows : — 

A schedule of assessment was to be made in du- 
plicate by the commissioners, containing the name of 
every one taxed, and the araoimt with wliich he was 
charged. One of these was to be retained by the com- 
missioners ; the other was forthwith to be sent, under 
the seals of the commissioners, to the treasurer and 
barons of the exchequer. Tlie tax was to be collected 
by the commissioners according to the form dehvered 
to them by the king. 

The commissioners and their clerks were not to take 
any recompense for anything appertaining to the 
business. 

If necessary, a good and lawfiil person was to be 
sent into every county sworn to the king to survey, 
see, itiqnu-e, and examine if the assessment had been 
made and levied well and faitlifully in the form pre- 
scribed, and that the people have not been wrongfidly 
grieved or in any other manner damaged by the sheriff 
or other officers of the king, except only in payment 
of the tax. 

The rolls of the fifteenth of 1290 as far as they 
applied to the particular county, a transcript of the 
ordinance, and a transcript of the form of oath they 
were to make, were to be delivered to the commis- 
sioners. 

A writ, wa.'' issued to the sherilT directing him to 
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assist aud cause his bailiffa and officers to assist tlie ' 
commissioners and tlieir clerks in the levy of the tax.' 



Hie Schedules of Assessment for the Taxes on. Moveables. 

Two of these scliediiles of assessment, for the 
borough of Colchester, are printed in the parUa- 
mentary rolls ; one, for the seventh of 1295 ; the 
other, for the general fifteenth of 1301.* They show 
how comprehensive was this system of taxation when 
strictly applied. Every beast of the plough, ox, cow, 
calf, sheep, lamb, pig, and horse and cart; every quarter 
of wheat, barley, and oats, haystack, and woodstack ; 
all the little stock-in-trade of the local sea-coal dealer, 
pepperer, mustarder, spicer, butcher, fisherman, brewer, 
and wine seller, tanner, skinner, shoemaker, fuller, 
weaver, dyer, linendraper, girdler, glover and taselerer, 
tiler, glazier (verrer), carpenter, cooper, ironmonger, 
smith, potter, and bowyer, are included. The money 
of the taxpayers, of which they seem to have very little, 
their valuables, in the shape of silver buckles, spoons 
and cups, their suits of clothing, linen, beds, table- 
cloths and towels, brass pots and pans, basons and 
andirons or fire-dogs, are put down and valued. 

The seventh of 1295 had been granted by the 
cities and boroughs as against an eleventh granted by 



i.2.39. 



'Forma taintionia octave et quinte regi 



-Par. RolU, 



' ' Optima i«tiii8moiii Taxatimium spec imina.'— Par. Rolln, i. 223, 243. 
These are from Mr, Aatle's eoUeciioii ; eome of the most inlereslina- psr- 
tici[)nre tliey coiifain are printi"! in the Appendix, p. 261. See al«o 
extraots from a taxation roll for the 15th pranled 7 Kdw. ij. lalif. 
OwL-n and Blakeney, Iliet. Shrewsburj, i, 162, 
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the baronage and knights, whereas the fifteenth granted 
in the parliament of Lincoln in 1301 was general. 
As might be expected, the assessment for the seventh 
was comparatively lighter than tliat for the fifteenth. 

Henceforth there was but httle material alteration in 
the method of assessment and collection fur this kind of 
tax. A form of ordinance for the tenth and sixth 
granted to Edward U. at York in 1322, is printed in 
the Appendix.^ It ia in effect similar to that for the 
eighth and fifth of 1297. The same form, almost ver- 
batim, was used for the fifteenth and tenth of 1334 ; 
after which, this kind of tax was superseded by an 
arrangement which rendered a fifteenth and tenth a 
mere name for a sum, ascertained in amount, to be 
levied in the manner usual for these taxes on move- 



The grants made in the first four decades of the 
fourteenth century were as follows : — In 1301 a general 
fifteenth ; in 1302 a fifteenth ; in 1306 a thirtieth and 
twentieth ; in 1307 a twentieth and fifteenth ; in 130D 
a general twenty-fifth ; in 1313 a fifteenth ; in 1315 a 
fifteenth from demesne ; in 1318 a twelfth from de- 
mesne ; in 1322 a tenth and sixth ; in 1327 a general 
twentieth ; in 1332 a fifteentli and tenth; in 1334 a 
fifteenth and tenth. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CUSTOMS BEFORE 1334. 

Origin of the ouslomB. Tbeir confirmation and limitation hj Magna 
Carta. QuaM-parliamentary grant of tie custonw on wool, woolfellfl, 
and leather in 1275. The maletonte. It la euppreesed by Oonfirmatio 
Oai-tamm in 1207. The antiqiia custuma of 1275 are t«eogiiiBed. 
Commutation ofpriaage on wine oftlie foreign mercbanta for butlerage 
and the nova cuatuma in 1302, Refusal of the native merchnnta to 



Anothek ancient sonrce of revenue in England con- 
sisted in exactions of toll at the ports irom merchanta 
importing or exporting goods. The origin of these 
exactions is unknown ; but the reason for their existence 
is clear. The merchant in those predatory times, when 
every one was so ready and eager to fleece him that 
'pill4 comme un marchand ' became subsequently a 
proverb, willingly paid, on entering the kingdom and 
on taking his merchandise out of it, toll to the king, 
for the necessary safeguard for himself and his mer- 
chandise, 'ineundo, morando et redeundo,' in port, on 
land, and on the seas. The toll was, in short, in the 
nature of a premiiun paid to the king for insurance. 
But in whatever manner these tolls may have com- 
menced in England, they became subsequently defluite 
in amount, acquired by continuance the vaUdity allowed 
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to that which has long existed, and came to be termed 
' consuetudines ' or customs. 

In the time of the Norman kings, the trade of 
England, insignificant in amount, was almost exchi- 
sively in the hands of foreigners, that is to say, the 
Easterlings, the men of Flanders, Holland, and the 
Baltic coasts, and the men of Normandy and Picardy. 
Their sliips were mere coasters, aa were all ships before 
the invention of the needle ; the principal import was 
the wine of France, while wool, skins and leather 
formed the principal exports. Of wine, a toll in the 
strictest sense of the term was taken by the king's 
officer from every ship having in cargo ten casks or 
more, on the arrival of the ship at a port in England, 
viz., one cask from a cargo of ten up to twenty casks, 
and two casks from a cargo of twenty or more, unless 
the toll formed the subject of a composition in the way 
of a money payment.' The original amount of the 
custom for wool is unknown. For merchandise of 
other kinds the payment exacted was probably a disme 
or quinzinne, a tenth or fifteenth on the value of the 
goods,^ 

Before Magna Carta the levies of toll at the porta 
had become customary at certain amounts or rates; 
but the merchant was liable to further exactions at the 
hands of the king's officers, until secured in his d 
by the 41st article of the charter, which f 
the excessive tolls, while it recognised and therefore 
confirmed the ancient and just customs. ' Let all 

' Mados, p. fi2r>. Liber AJbus, pp. 247, 24(j. 
' Mados, p. 53fl et seq. 
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merchants,' says the charter, ' have safety and security 
to go out of Englaud, to come into England, and to 
remain in and go about through England, as well by 
land as by water, for the purpose of buying and selling, 
without payment of any evil or unjust tolls, on payment 
of the ancient and just customs,' — ' sine omnibus malls 
toltis, per antiquas et rectas consuetudines.' 

The amount received from these ancient and just 
customs was paid by the principal collectors into the 
exchequer; and the statute of the exchequer, in 1266, 
provided that the principal collectors of the custom of 
wool should pay the money they received of the said 
custom, half yeai'ly, at the two terms of Michaelmas 
and Easter, and make account from year to year 
clearly of all parcels received in any of the porta or 
other places of the realm, so that they might answer 
for every ship where it was charged and how much it 
carried, and for every other charge of the ship whereof 
custom was due, and for the whole receipt.^ 

For sixty years after the signing of the charter the 
customs recognised as ancient and lawful by the 41st 
article continued to be levied. But great irregularities 
prevailed in the collection of toll at the ports, and 
therefore when trade felt the impulse it derived from 
the crusades, the merchants wore willing enough to 
compound with the king, for further protection of an in- 
creasing trade, at a higher rate of insurance. At their 
instance and request — ' ad instantiam et rogatum mer- 
catorura,' — the prelates, magnates, and communities 

' 51 lien. in. St. 5, p. ft 
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granted to Etlward I., in liis first parliameot, in 1275, 
the following duties on wool, woolf'ells, and leatlier 
exported from England and Wales, viz., half a mark 
for every sack ' of wool, and every 300 woolfells, and 
a mai'k for every last of leather. These were granted 
under the name of customs, as in supersession of the 
' consuetudiues ' under Magna Carta. 

But, not satisfied with this, and pressed onwards by 
his fiscal necessities for the war with France, Edward 
exacted from the merchants, in 1294, an additional 
toll on wool, woolfells, and leather; and in 1297 seized 
all the wool in the hands of tlie merchants in order to 
enforce a ransom at the rate of 40s., that is, 3 mai'ks 
the sack. 

This PEiSE of wool to enforce a toll in infraction 
of the clause in Magna Carta, led to the insertion of 
an article in the famous Confirtnatto Cartarura, 1297, 
whereby the new exaction of 40a. the sack on wool 
was stigmatised as mala tolta, an evil toll, and the 
consequent release of it by the king. But at the same 
time the duties of customs granted to the king in 
1275 at the instance of the merchants, were recog- 
nised and established. Henceforth tliese duties were 
termed the ' ancient customs — antiqua custuma.' 

A few years after this establishment of the ancient 
customs, Edward was compelled, in consequence of the 
heavy expenses of the wars in France and Scotland, 
to have recourse to further means of recruiting bis 
revenue. In exercise of his royal prerogative, which 

' Tweutj-flix atone. 
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liG coiitinued to maintain to be iuclusive of the rigi 
to alter the customs by agreement with the mer- 
chants, he now effected a compoaition with tlie foreign 
merchajits in respect of his prisage of wine. Prisage 
had proved peculiarly objectionable to them in conse- 
quence of the exactions of the king's officers, who, 
observing that the vessels in which wine was imported 
came to be built of larger size, while casks were made 
of sriialler dimensions than theretofore in order to 
diminish the prisage, in retaliation, applied to this new 
state of the wine trade rigorous exactions which ren- 
dered the merchant unable to calculate beforehand the 
probable outgoings in respect of his venture. 

Under these circumstances, when, in 1302, the 
kmg offered to commute his prisage on the wine of the 
foreign merchants for a fixed duty or rate, together 
with certain additional duties on wool and other goods, 
promising at the same time to give tliem increased 
privileges and advantages for their trade, they willingly 
closed with the offer. The assent of the merchants 
abroad was obtained by commission or in some other 
such manner, and the foreign merchants in England, 
for themselves and the merchants abroad, granted to 
the king the following duties : — 

1. For wine, for every tun imported, 2s., to be paid 
in forty days after landing the wine. This was termed 
BUTLERAGE, as in commutntion of the rights of the 
king's butler. 

2. Additional duties on wool and other exjwrts, 
viz., for every sack of wool and every 300 woolfells, 
a quarter of a mark ; for every hist of hides, half a 
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mark ; for every scarlet cloth dyed ia grain, 2s. ; for 
every other clotli, Is. ; and for every quintal of wax, Is. 
These were termed the new or the small customs, as 
oppoaed to the ancient or great customs confirmed in 
1275 — ' nova sive parva custuma,' as opposed to ' an- 
tiqua sive magna custuma.' 

3. A poundage of 3(/. on all other goods and 
merchandise exported and imported. In collection of 
this, credence was to be given to the merchants as to 
the value of merchandise imported, on the production 
of letters from their principals or partners — ' by letters 
which they might show of the same goods of theu" 
lords or companions ; ' but should they not have any 
such letters, they were to be believed by their oath 
of the value.^ 

In May in the next year, 1303, the king endea- 
voured to obtain the consent of the native merchants 
to a similar arrangement regarding his prisage of the 
wine imported by them. Writs were issued to London 
and the other towns principally concerned, directing 
the mayor and sheriffs to send to a colloquium at York 
two or three citizens with full power to treat on behalf 
of the community of the town, inasmuch as the king 
had been given to understand that certain raercliants 
of the kingdom, with a view to being quit of the king's 
prisage and the enjoyment of certain privileges granted 
by the king to merchant strangers, desired to pay to 
the king for their goods and merchandise certain new 
duties and customs which the said merchant strangers 

' Recital, Stfltiile of the SWplf, 27 Edward III. St. ii. c. 3(1. 
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pay to the kiDg for their goods and mercliaiidise within 
the kingdom. lu this colloqiiiuvii, to which t'orty-two 
towns sent representatives, the king's proposal was 
carefully considered, but, meeting with strong oppo- 
sition, ultimately, was rejected. The king, therefore, 
still continued to take prisage from wine imported by 
a native merchant. 

The new customs on wine and merchandise formed 
in 1309 the subject of a petition to parhament, as in cou- 
travention of the provisions of Magna Carta. They were 
suspended for a time by the ordauiers in the reign of 
Edward 11., 1311, but were revived in 1322 by the 
king after the victory of Boroughbridge and the execu- 
tion of Lancaster, were reconfirmed by Edward III. 
in 1328, and received legal sanction in the statute of 
the Staple in 1353. 

Such was the origin of the ancient, or great cus- 
toms, on wool, woolfells, and leather ; the new or 
small customs, payable by the foreign merchants; 
prisage of wine ; butlerage or tunnage on wine, pay- 
able by the foreign merchants; and the poundage on 
goods, payable by the foreign merchants. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

THE EXCHEQUER OF TUE JEWS. 

The JewH in Englaiid settled in the lowns. Exactions of tlie Icitig {rom 
the Jews. Tlie revenue of the Judaism. The custodes Judaeorum. 
Expulsion of the Jews by Edward I. in 1200. 

The Jews in this country were a source of consider- 
able revenue to the king until 1290, when they were 
expelled. A numerous body, settled, as usual with 
the Jews in all countries, in the towns, especially the 
great towns, and principally employed in usury, which 
was then contrary to law, and mortgage transactions, 
many of tliem by these meana acquired considerable 
wealth. They were allowed by the king thus to enricli 
themselves for the same reason that a sponge is used to 
collect water which may be squeezed out of it. They 
formed a pump to suck up the golden stream from 
below and render it to the king above. The king waa, 
in effect, absolute lord of their goods, persons, wives, 
and children. Sometimes he taxed them in a body, 
makitig them answer the tallage one for another under 
penalties of great fines or compositions for fines : — For 
instance, Henry II., about the thirty-third year of his 
reign, ' took of the Jews a fourth part of their chattels, 
by way of tallage.' John, in 1210, ' imprisoned all 
the Jews throughout Enghmd, and despoiled them to 
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the amount of 66,000 marks. ^ And Henry HI., in or " 
about the twenty- eighth year of the reign, received 
from them a fine of 20,000 marks ; aboiit which 
time there was also imposed upon them a tallage of 
60,000 marks, and because some of them had not paid 
their contingent of this tallage, the king commanded 
tliat their wives and children should be arrested and 
their lands, rents, and chattels seized.' At other times 
the exaction was local or personal, and took the form 
of amerciaments for misdemeanours, fines for the king's 
good-will, protection, or license to trade, fines relating 
to law proceedings or ransoms for release from im- 
prisonment. Of these there are some cnrious instances 
on record on the rolls — as for fines for trespasses 
committed by taking in pledge vessels appointed for 
the service of the altar, or certain consecrated vest- 
ments, and the transgression of circumcising a Christian 
boy, and so on.^ 

The revenue of the Judaism, as it was termed, 
was managed by a separate branch of the exchequer, 
termed the exchequer of the Jews, with separate 
curators, who were usually styled ' Custodes .and Jus- 
ticiarii Judaeorum.' The following is a form of patent 
of the appointment of such justices, 50 Hen, IH. : 
' Eex omnibus, itc, salutem. Sciatis quod assignavi- 
nius dilectos et fideles nostros Johannem le Moyne et 

' Spoliavat eoft ctitallifi aiia ad Talenciaiu 1.XVI milla marcanuu, 
* ' Judaei Norwici capti et detenti in prisona I'egis, pro traDSgresaione 

quamleceruiit dequodampuero Clirietiano circumcidendodebent ?. mait»3 

pro habendo respectu.' This case is mentioaed bj Maltlicw Faris, ii. 

376, wbo states tliat tbey liad a mind to crucify the boy at the 

Passover. 
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Kobertum de FuUeham, justiciarios nostros ad custo- 
diam Judaeorum nostrorum quamdiu nobis placuerit. 
In cujus, &c.' ^ 

But the revenue of 'the Judaism' and the ex- 
chequer of the Jews all came to an end in 1290, when 
the Jews were expelled by Edward I., who took their 
lands and chattels, except some little money, which he 
allowed them in order to bear their charges into 
foreign countries ; of this they were robbed by the in- 
habitants of the Cinque Ports. The Jews were not 
readmitted into England until the time of the Common- 
wealth. 

* Madox, p. 169. 
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THE DIRECT TAXES, IKCLUDISG FIFTEESTHS AND TENTHS, 
POLL TAXES AND LANTI TAXES. 



ISS-t— 1377. 

Settlement of the fifteenth and tentli in 1334. Amount of a fifteenth 
and tenth. Prattice in local aasesanient and collection. Grants of 
fifteentha and tenths after 1334 down to the peace of Bratigni, 1360. 
Itecommcncement of the war in 1309. The novel tax on parisliBs in 
1371. Extraordinary miscalculation of tbeir number. Return to 
the old form of fifteenths and tenths, 

In 1334, four years before the hundred years' war with 
France commenced with the assumption by Edward of 
the title of king of France, an alteration was made in 
the form of tlie direct tax usually employed, which it 
is of supreme importance clearly to understand. 

The general twentieth granted by the earls, barons, 
and commonalty of counties, and towns and demesne 
in 1327, the first year of the reign, had been assessed 
and collected in the usual manner.* But the fifteenth 
and tenth granted five years after this, in 1332, on the 
withdrawal of the writs for the collection of a tallage 
on demesne, though assessed and collected under writa 
in the ordinary fomi, had been enforced with much 
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more strictness than was usual ; while the taxors and 
collectors and their clerks and assistants were accused 
of acting in an arbitrary, unfair, and fraudulent man- 
ner, ' levying divers siuns of money from many in the 
kingdom, that they might spare them in the assess- 
ment and collection, and extorting certain other sums 
from others under colour of office, applying the pro- 
ceeds to their own use, and inflicting other hard- 
ships on the people.' Thus assessed and collected, the 
tax seemed to be four times heavier than the last 
fifteenth and tenth, and gave rise to considerable 
complaints. 

In consequence of these, on the grant in the next 
year of another fifteenth and tenlh, 'in order as far as 
possible to avoid the oppression, extortion, and hard- 
ships that had occasioned the complaints, and to pro- 
mote the advantage and quiet of the people,' a power 
was inserted in the writs issued for the assessment and 
collection of the tax, which amounted to a direction to 
the royal commissioners to treat with the commiuiities 
of the cities and boroughs, the men of the townshijjs 
and ancient demesne, and all others bound to pay the 
fifteenth and tenth, and settle with them a fine or sum 
to be paid as a composition for the fifteenth and tenth. 
The sum thus fixed was to be entered on the rolls as 
the assessment of tlie particular township. And the 
taxpayers in the townships were required to assess and 
collect the amount upon and from the various con- 
tributors. Only in the case of a refusal to compound 
was the usual machinery of assessment and collection 
to be enforced ; and in that case tlie amount to be 
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levied was not to exceed the amount assessed for the 
fifteenth and tenth of 1332.^ 

Henceforth, from 1334, the sum thus fixed by 
conapositioQ as for the fifteenth and tenth graQted in 
1334, was accepted as t!ie basis of taxation ; and on 
the graut of a fifteenth and tenth it was usual to declare 
that they should be levied in the ancient manner, ac- 
cording to the ancient valuation,^ that is to say, that 
there should not be any new assessment, but that 
every particular county and town shoidd pay tlie usual 
sum. 

In the aggregate the sums amounted to between 
38,000^. and 39,000/.; and henceforth, as far as the 

[exchequer is concerned, a ^fifteenth and tenth ' was 
practically a fiscal expression for a sum of about 
39,000/.; and when a fifteenth and tenth was granted 
I every county knew the amount to be raised in the 
|( county for the fifteenth, and every city and borough, 
|l the amount to be raised therein for the tenth. 
|| The method of assessment and collection, prescribed 

I by an ordinance of assessment, was not in practice 
rigidly observed, and in process of time every particular 
county, city, and town assessed and collected the 
I amount charged upon the district by means of the 
I method they found most convenient to them. 

Upon the basis of this settlement of the fifteenth 

and tenth in 1334, direct taxation mainly proceeded 

I from this date until it became the practice to add to 

jl " Par. RoUfl, ii. 447. 

' 'A lever meisme la sorame ea la manete comelsdarreinequinKiBnie 
B lui granted feust levee, et ne mje ea autre manere.' — Ph. RoUs, ii, 148 

I VOL. I. H 
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the grant of fifteenths and tenths a general subsidy on 
land and goods. Changed from what the French term 
a tax de quotiii to a tax de repartition, from what, 
had not the word at the present day a pecuUar 
meaning, we should term a rate, to a fixed land tax, 
being, not the fractional grant on moveables it pur- 
ported to be, but a stated sura divisible between 
certain districts, the tax in this form came to be re- 
garded by the people almost as of constitutional right. 
When less than the sum for a full fifteenth and tenth 
was required, half a fifteenth and tenth was granted ; 
and when a greater sum was required, it was granted 
imder the name of two fifteenths and tenths, or as the 
case might be. All attempts to introduce other forma 
of taxation or to disturb the settlement of 1334 almost 
invariably failed. We see the dogged insistence of the 
Englishman in this matter prevaihng in after times to 
turn the general subsidy or new rate of the Tudor 
period into another tax of a fixed sum. The parlia- 
mentaiy assessments of the commonwealth times con- 
tinued the tradition. And when, after theEevolutJon, 
another attempt was made to introduce and establish 
the principle of rating in taxation, the property tax of 
William EI., planted in the same soil, grew gradually 
to resemble the assessments, the subsidies, and the 
fifteenths and tenths in the form it attained of the fixed 
Land tax of the eighteenth century. To the present 
day, at the distance of five centuries and a half, the 
consequences of the arrangement made in 1334 for the 
local assessment and collection of the fifteenth and 
tenth are clearly visible in England. 
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The fifteenths and tenths granted to Edward after 
1334 and before the peace of Bretigni were as follows : 
— One in 1336, three in 1337, to be collected in three 
yeara, and one in 1340. Then came years of heavy 
taxation of wool. In 1344 two fifteenths and tenths 
were granted for two years ; in 1346 two more for 
two years; in 1348 three more for three years ; and 
in 1352 three more for three yeara. In 1357 a single 
fifteenth and tenth was granted, and tliis was the last 
before the peace of Bretigni in 1360. 

Prom the date of the peace of Bretigni to 1369, in 
a time of comparative peace, no grants of fifteenths and 
tenths were made. 

In 1369, in consequence of the infraction of the 
treaty by Charles V., who, resuming the position of 
suzerain of Aquitaine, had summoned the Black 
Prince to Paris to answer for his taxation of the duchy, 
Edward took again the title of king of France. 

On announcing this to the parliament of 1371, the 
king added that he had been at great expense in send- 
ing out men, and that he had received news that the 
enemy was strengthening himself ; on these grounds he 
applied to them for a grant. 

The lords and commons, first turning to account 
the unpopularity of the government in consequence of 
the want of success of operations on the continent, ob- 
tained a practical dismissal of the bishops who held the 
posts of chancellor and treasurer. Great mischief, they 
represented to the king in an address to him, had be- 
fallen the state in consequence of the government being 
carried on by ecclesiastics whom it was impossible to 
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1877-1380. 



Impoaition of the first poll tax, Tlie tallage of groats of 1377. The 
graduated poll tax of 1379. Schedule of taxpayera. Impoaition of 
another poll tax in 1380. The peasant insurrectiuD. The real causes 
and the result of the insurrection. 

In 1377 'a tax hitherto unheard of,' aa it was termed 
by WaJsinghara, was imposed by the parliament that 
met in January in that year. In the absence of the 
king, who lay ill at Shene, the parliament was opened, 
under commission, by Eichard of Bordeaux, prince of 
Wales, son of the Black Prince, who had died in the 
previous Jime, A fortnight before the meeting of 
parliament two bishops had been appointed to the 
posta of chancellor and treasurer, and the new chan- 
cellor used, in his speech on opening the parliament, 
the French language, in reversal of the practice which 
had usually prevailed since 13G3, of using the native 



The king, he said, requested the advice, counsel, 
and assistance of parliament iu consequence of news 
received by him of the preparations made by the king 
of Prance, under cover of the truce, for war by land 

' Subeequently, in 1381, bishop Courtenay, the new chancellor, in 
n to archhishop Sudbury, who had been murdered hy the rebels 
made his speech in English, 
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and sea, and his overtures and alliaticea to and wiih 
those of Spain, Scotland, and others for the purpose of 
destroying tlie king and the kingdom, and abolishing 
the English language, which God forbid. 

The estates separated ; the commons applied to 
the lords for the assistance of a committee to advise 
them ; and when the committee had been appointed, a 
discussion took place regarding the gi'ant to be made. 
' The ministers placed four courses before the commons : 
they might offer two fifteenths and tenths, a shilling in 
the pound on merchandise, a land tax of XL on the 
knight's fee, or a tax of a groat on every hearth ; ' ' and 
in the result parliament granted to the king a tax of 
' four pence, to be taken from the goods of each person 
in the kingdom, men and women, over the age of 
fourteen years, except only real beggars.' Tlicy were 
unable, they added, to grant a greater suljtady, and 
prayed the king to excuse them on the ground of their 
recent losses on the sea and bad years which had 
happened of late.^ In supplement to this the clergy 
granted a poll tax of 12(^. from every beneficed per- 
son, and a groat from every other religious person, 
except mendicant friars. 

The parliament ended in March. The king died 
in June, and was succeeded by his grandson, then 
eleven years old. 

From a return of monies levied by the collectors of 
the TALLAGE OF GEOATS in the different counties, citiea, 
and principal towns in England, it appears that the 

» Stul>b8, Const. Iliat. ii. 437, 
' l-nr. ll^lk, ii. 304. 
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sum received amounted to 22,607/. 2s. Sd.y and tliat ' 
1,376,442 lay persons paid the tax. But Chester and 
Durham, having their own receivers, are not included 
in the account.* 

The French continued to ravage the southern coast, 
burning the towns ; Dartmouth, Plymouth, Winchel- 
eea, and Lewes all suffered, and the towns in the Isle 
of Wight. In October parliament granted two fif- 
teenths and tenths, and added, in the nest year, a grant 
of an additional subsidy on wool and merchandise. 
But money flows slowly into the coffers of the custom 
house. The subsidy did not produce that ' present 
Bum of money ' which was required ' for instant opera- 
tions on the continent ; ' and the advantages in rapidity 
of assessment and collection for which a poll tax is 
remarkable led to the imposition of another tax of that 
description. 

Eepealing the customs subsidy, parlisunent granted 
in lieu thereof a tax ' to be taken from the goods of 
certain persons throughout the kingdom,' ^ in the form, 
not of a simple poll tax like the tallage of groats of 
1377, but of a graduated poll tax, which would be less 
opea to objection on the ground of inequality and un- 
fairness, inasmuch as the various taxpayers would be 
charged by reference to their rank, which in those days 
had a more direct relation to property than it has at 
present, their condition in life, or their property. 

The schedule of chai'ge for this poll contains a 

• Sulisidy roll printed in the ArcliffiologiH, vii. 337. It will be ob- 
serTftd that the sum rnised does not coirespond Trilh the etsted mtmber 
of tAxpsyers, 

' Par, KoUj, iii. 57. 
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classification of taxpayers which it may be interesting 
to give at some length. 

The two dukes of Lancaster and Ui'etagne were 
charged each 10 marks, viz. 6/, 13^. 4id. Earls and 
countesses, widows, 6 marks, viz. il. Barons, ban- 
nerets, and knights who could spend as much, and 
baronesses and banresses, widows, three marks, viz. 
2L Bachelors (knights) and esquires who by statute 
should be knights, and every widow, dame, wife of 
bachelor or esquire as aforesaid, a mark and a half, 
viz. 11. Esquires of less estate, and every woman, 
widow of such esquire, and substantial merchants, half 
a mark, viz. Gs. Sd., and esquires having no possessions 
in land, rent or chattels, in service or following the 
jirofession of arms, a quarter of a mark, viz. 3s. id. 

Tlie Hospitallera ^ were charged as follows: — The 
chief prior, the same amount as a baron, viz. 21. ; 
every commander of the order in England, as a 
bachelor, 20s.; every other brother, knight of the 
order, 13s. 4(Z. ; and every other brother of the order, 
as an esquire without property, 3s. 4d. 

The legal j^rofession, as follows : — Justices, of what- 
ever bench, ex-justices, and the chief barou of the 
exchequer, 51. ; Serjeants and grand apprentices of 
law, 21. ; every other apprentice to the profession of 
law, 11; all other apprentices of less estate, and 
attorneys, 6s. Sd. 

The commercial and trading classes, as follows: — 
The mayor of London, the same amount aa an earl, 

' On whom tbe lands oS Ihv TeinpUire Imd been coufei'rwl on the 
difiuolutioi) oflliat order. 
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viz. 41. ; the aldermen of London, the same amount 
as barons, 2/. ; the mayors of tlie great towns of 
England, also 21. ; and other mayors of the other 
email towns, according to the amount of their estate, 
11., 10s,, or &s. 8d. ; all the j urates ' of considerable 
towns (des bones villes), and great merchants of the 
kingdom, the same amount as for a knight bachelor, 
1/. ; all other substantial merchants, 13s. id. ; all 
smaller merchants and artificers ' who have gaiue of 
the land,' according to the amount of their estate, half 
a mark, a quarter of a mark, 2s., Is., or Gd. 

In the rural population, every eerjeantand franklin 
of the country was charged, according to his estate, 
half a mark, or a quarter of a mark. The farmers of 
manors, parsonages and granges, cattle dealers and 
dealers in aU other mean merchandise, according to 
their estate, half a mark, a quarter of a mark, 2s. or Is. 

All advocates, notaries and proctors, married,* were 
charged as Serjeants of the law, apprentices of the law, 
and attorneys, each according to his estate, 21., 11., 
or 6s. 8d. ; pardoners and suramoners married, each 
according to his estate, 3s. Ad., 2s., or Is. 

All hostelers who were not merchants, each accord- 
ing to Ms estate, 3s. 4rf., 2s., or Is. 

Lastly, came a charge U])on all persons not of the 
estates aforesaid : — Every married man, for himself 
and his wife, and every man and woman sole over the 
age of sixteen years, except real beggars, 4rf. 

Every mercliant stranger, of whatever condition, 

' Jurati. Officers sworn for the gtrveniment of corporatioiiH. 
' The ulunariitid nxo taxed with tbo dei^y. See p. 107. 
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was to pay tax according to his estate, as others, 
denizens. 

No person was to pay tax except in the place 
where he resided. And in cases where the charge 
was not fixed for certain in the schedule, the amonnt 
was to be assessed in tlie discretion of assessors and 
controllers appointed for that purpose.^ 

It may be interesting to add the scale adopted by 
the clergy, which was as follows : — For the archbishop 
of Canterbury, 6^. 13s. Ad. For bishops, mitred 
abbots, and other spiritual persons, peers, 4^. ; others 
having benefice or office of the value of 100 {sic; qy. 
400 i') marks a year, 3/. ; of the value of 200/. and 
under 100 (qy. 400 ?) marks, 21. ; lOOl. and under 200^., 
1/. 10s. ; 10/. to 20^., OS. AH other beneficed clergy, 
2s. Monks and nuns, and other men and women of 
any religious order, according to the value of the house 
to which they belonged, 3s. 4rf., Is. 8d., \s., or 4(/. ; 
and all unbeneficed clerks, id., persons under sixteen 
years of age and mendicants excepted. All advocates, 
proctors, and notaries, umnamed, Ss. id.* 

Tliis graduated poll tax of 1379 was expected to 
yield over 50,000/. But the actual yield did not 
amount to half that sum. More money was lu-gently 
required to defend and preserve the king and kingdom 
from tlie continual endeavours of the enemy to destroy 
them and to eradicate entirely the English lan- 
guage {(fousier oultreement la Langue Engleise). An 
expedition had been ordered to Brittany, and the 

; PsT. Rolls, iii. 57, 58. 

- WUkiiu, Concilia, iii. Ul, U2. 
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lords aod coinDions, while protesting that it was * a 
grievous charge for them to bear,' granted a fifteenth 
and a half and a tenth and a half, to be levied in the 
same form and manner as the last two fifteenths and 
tenths.' 

In November, 1380, parhament was again sum- 
moned under an urgent necessity for money. The 
expenses of the expedition to France had absorbed the 
proceeds of the last parliamentary grants. Tlie pay of 
the garrisons of Calais, Brest, and Cherbourg was in 
arrear a year and a quarter. An expedition against 
Scotland was in the course of preparation. Tlie crown 
jewels were in pawn, and the king was deeply in debt 
(outrageousement endettes) ; while the subsidy of 
wool which had been granted produced but little in 
consequence of the disturbances in Flanders. Under 
these circumstances a demand was made to Parliament 
for the large sum of 160,000/. 

It was eettled to raise 100,000/., of which the 
clergy, as possessed of a thu'd part of the land of the 
kingdom, would pay one-tliird, leaving 66,667/. to be 
raised fi"om the laity. As regards the means to obtain 
this sum, the commons were again advised by tlie pre- 
lates and lords, who, after a long consideration of the 
state of aSairs, suggested for the purpose three kinds of 
taxes : — 1. A grant of a certain number of groats from 
each person, male and female, throughout the king- 
dom, with a provision that tlie rich should help the 
poor. 2. An excise, for a certain term, on all mer- 
chandises, bought and sold in the kingdom, payable, on 

' I'at. I'toIL., iii. 75. 
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sale, by the venclor, or 3. Tlie grant of a certain sum 
to be levied by tlie old method of fifteenths and tenths. 
They added the remark that fifteenths andtenllis were 
very. grievous to the commonalty and a slow method 
of taxation, because of the assessment required, whereas 
such a tax as that they suggested of four or five groats 
from every person, would produce a considerable sum 
for an immediate aid to the king, and every one would 
well be able to bear it, because the rich would be com- 
pelled to aid the poor, the strong to help the weak ; 
therefore, in their opinion, a gfoat tax woidd be the 
best as well as the least grievous tax. 

The commons assented, and in the residt a tax was 
granted of three groats from every lay person in the 
kingdom, male and female, of whatsoever estate or 
condition in hfe, over the age of 15 years, except real 
beggars. Every one was to be charged at the place of 
residence of himself, his wife and children, or at the 
place where he resided in service. And every artificer, 
labourer, and servant of every description was to be 
included In assessment and charged according to the 
total of his goods : ' Que chescun de eux sois assis et 
taillez selonc I'aflerant de son estat.' The total amount 
to be paid was to be assessed in every township, and 
towards the payment of the sum assessed, persons of 
substance were, according to their property, to assist 
the poorer persons ; but the most substantial was not 
to pay more than 60 groats, 20s., for himself and his 
wife ; and no person less than a single groat for him- 
self and his wife, that is to say, 2d. eaeh.^ The 
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provision, 'that tho strong should help the weak,' as 
indeed the whole plan of the tax, was borrowed from 
the French fouage, as imposed in 1369 and assessed 
in the Langue d'oil provinces — ' le fort portant le 
faible.' ^ 

This tax stands prominent in fiscal history as the 
cause of the Peasant Insurrection. 

For some time past, discontent had been seething 
in the lower classes, more particularly with reference to 
villeinage under the manorial system. 

When the spoils of France, in the first part of 
the Hundred Tears' War, had proved to the English 
nobility the incentives to extravagance riches rapidly 
acquired almost always prove to be, and an eternal 
round of toimiaments, feasting and display had 
involved them in an expenditure beyond their means, 
they opened for themselves a new source of revenue 
in the sale of freedom to their manorial serfs and 
exemptions from personal service to their villeins. 
In this way they had considerably increased the 
amount of free labour in the country ; but when, after 
the Black Death of 1349, which swept away about 
one-half of the population, the free laboiu-ers they had 
created demanded increased wages in consequence of 
the scarcity of labour, they endeavoured substantially 
to back out of tlie position in which they found them- 
selves placed. At first they met the demands for 
higher wages by means of the statutes of labourers, 
which compelled, under a penalty, workmen, servants, 
labourers and others to work for certain fixed wages, 

' CtaningBrBii, Llmp&t en France, i. 39] 
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and enacted tliat fugitive labourers should be branded 
on the forehead with a hot iron. But they con- 
descended to meaner tricks subsequently, when many 
of them endeavoured to cancel the instruments of 
manumission and exemption from service they had 
granted, setting the lawyers to work to pick holes in 
the charters of freedom, and the stewards of manors to 
give, in the manor courts, decisions in favour of their 
lords. The difficulties of this position had been inten- 
sified by the second great pestilence of 1361, which had 
lasted from August ui that year until the following May. 
Meanwhile the chivalry, as opposed to men fights 
ing, not on horseback but on foot, were rapidly sinking 
in the estimation of the lower orders, and were no 
longer feared by many of the same class as those they 
now attempted to oppress. The ditch at CourtTai 
(1302}, where the heavy armoured knights under 
Robert d'Artois had suffered so severely from the dag- 
gers and iron mallets of the ^Flemish bourgeoisie ; the 
pitfalls and morass at Eannockbum (1314), in which the 
knights had been overwhelmed ; the hillside at Crecy 
(1346), where the bowmen had stood at bay with such 
success against them ; and the narrow road between 
the vineyards at Poitiers (1356), where they had 
been slain in troops — all these presented scenes that 
had taught the foot soldier a lesson. The array of 
battle had now a new significance to the English archer 
or man-at-arms. The insignia of the knight were no 
longer terrible to him, but marked his man, whose 
horse was to be frightened with bombards or mad- 
dened with arrows, in oi"der that a rich prisoner might 
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be secured for ransom ; and many parts of England 
were full of soldiers returned from the wars in France, 
who, recently engaged in the capture of such rich 
prisoners, and familiar with the process of pillage in 
every form, were now turned into idlers without pay, 
food or clothing, and were ready enough to renew ia 
England the acts of the tard venus in France, or to start 
a Jacquerie similar to that which had happened there 
two years after Poitiers. The victor of Crecy had died 
in a dishonoured old age. The popular Black Prince 
was no more ; and in lieu of victories and an inflow 
of foreign captives for ransom, we now had news of 
disasters to our arms at sea and on land. Such was 
the state of affairs. 

The people generally were not, indeed, in want of 
necessaries ; but agitators were abroad who, poiuting 
to the fine houses, velvets and furs, spices, wines, and 
white bread enjoyed by the lord, and the rain, the wind, 
the rags, the pain, labour and hunger endured by the 
peasant, significantly asked in the refrain of John 
Ball's Unes — 

When Adam delved and Eve span, 
Who woa then the gentleman i 

In these circumstances nothing was wanting for an 
outburst of discontent against an effeminate, sensual, 
and degenerate aristocracy but some sharp motive for 
immediate action, some general cause of complaint to 
combine in revolt the willing scoundrels of the nation 
and all those who for various causes ranged themselves 
together as desolate and oppressed. It was suppUed by 
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the government. They knew that nothing, perhupa, 
had tended more directly to render the nobles in France 
luipopular and induce the Jacquerie, than the taxes 
on salt, gabelle du ael, and the sale of all inerchandiae 
which king John had imposed upon the people in order 
to keep up the magnificenfc court with which he lived 
surrounded ; and again, that only a few yeai's before this 
the Black Prince bad lost to us Aquitaiue by the 
fouage or hearth tax he endeavoured to exact from 
the poor population of the Landes, to meet the expenses 
of his support of Don Pedro the Cruel, And yet now 
they chose, for the purpose of meeting the expenses 
of a disastrous campaign, a new poll tax, imposed 
upon the precedent of the novel and unpopular tallage 
of groats of 1377, and touching every one in the 
kingdom. 

Commissioners, appointed to assess and collect the 
tax in the vai-ious counties and towns, were sworn to 
faithful performance of their duty ; but so difficult did 
the collection prove to be, that it was necessary to get 
in the arrears by farming the tax. The farmers acted 
with rapacity and insolence. Endless disputes occurred 
regarding the limit of age : and the immediate cause 
of the outbreak in Kent is stated to have been an act 
very similar to that which caused Sicilian Vespers, viz. 
the attempt of one of the collectors to ascertain in a 
rade manner the age of a girl for whom exemption was 
claimed as under fifteen years. 

The revolt was soon over. Within three weeks of 
its commencement Wat the Tyler, the leader of the 
Kentish men, had fallen under the mace of Walworth, 

VOL. I. I 
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and the king had granted those charters of freedom 
that formed the real object of many of the in- 

The charters, granted illegally, as in infraction of 
the rights of private property, were indeed subse- 
quently revoked ; but the peasant insurrection had its 
effect. During the next century and a half villeinage 
died out so rapidly that it became an antiquated thing, 
the landowners taking in many cases smnll money pay- 
ments in lieu of service. The alteration in the manage- 
ment of estates which had commenced before this was 
continued, and in lieu of keeping their vast domains in 
hand and farming them by means of bailiffs or reeves, 
the landowners parcelled them out in farms to tenants, 
either with the stock thereon, which was at first the 
usual practice in consequence of lack of capital, or 
without. While as regards taxation, we returned to 
the use of the old fifteenth and tenth upon the basis of 
the settlement of 1334. 

' Bondus tbey biwn boat, 
Ifoien/ee lege domari ; 
Nede tbey frc be moat, 
Vel nollent pacificari. 
'They refused (o listen to any ternia until tbej were frpeil from their 
servile bjndnge, and obtained, in effect, Eliart^rs of their freeilom.' — 
On the lebeUion of Jack Stmw, Political Poems and SongB, i. 224, 
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Beturn to the old form of tax. Tlie landowners talre the whole liiirden 
of K fifteenth and tentli io 1382. Other grnnta made during tlie 
fniirteentii century. New l«nd tns of 5 per cent, on large land- 
owuers in 1404, A similar tai, at l^rda per cent, on a wider basis, 
in 1411. Novel tax on inhabitant hoaseboldera in rural and urban 
parishes combined ivith aland tax on the fee in 1428, Grant of 
fifteenths and tenths in 1431 supplen 
lands of freehold not fees, and rent 
king', in 1432, relents the grant. G 
1435, iind,ia supplement, a graduated tn 
and aimuilies and olBces of freehold which are brought into chai^. 
Attempt by the commons, in 1449, to tai the clergy. fJmnt, in 
1460, of another graduated tax on income from lands, rents, annuities, 
and offices and fees. Copyhold estates are brought into charge. 
Jack Cade's rebellion. End of the Hundred Years' War in 1463. 

Aptee t!ie failure of the attempt made to introduce 
into this country a new system of taxation by means of 
poll taxes upon a French model, the fifteenth and tenth 
continued to be, in practice, the fonn of taxation ordi- 
narily used. But in 1382 the landowners, on account 
of the poverty of the country, took upon themselves 
the whole burden of a fifteenth and tenth, in the follow- 
ing maimer. The sums levied on the occasion of the 
last fifteenth and tenth were to be assessed, in the 
\'uriou9 districts, upon tlie landowners only — -' dukes, 
earls, barons, bannerets, knights, esquires, and all other 
secular lords of manors, townships, and otiier places ' — 
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in respect of the total ;iraount of their crops aiid cattle, 
or the total iiraount of the profits of all their demesne 
lands, in every township or other place'; the clergy 
also were to pay in respect of all their temporalities 
acquired since the taxation of pope Nicolas in 1291/ 
a precedent which was followed in taxation subse- 
quently. But only for this occasion, ' for reverence of 
God and for the support, aid, and relief of the poor 
commonalty, who appeared to be weaker and poorer 
than theretofore,' was a tax so unusual granted. It 
waa not to be taken a» a precedent for charging there- 
after the landowners otherwise than they formerly had 
been and ought reasonably to be charged.' Tiie allu- 
sion to the reverence of God had relation to the 
destination of the money collected ; the proceeds were 
to be handed over to Henrj' lo Despenser, the warlike 
bishop of Norwich, ' for the service of God and the 
holy church in the crusade granted to him by pope 
Urban; ' ' in other words, for his year's campaign in 
France against the anti-pope and for the relief of 
Ghent. 

Next year parliament reverted to the old system, 
andgranted afifteenth and tenth, or more precisely, two 
half fifteenths and tenths, ' to be levied in the aucieut 
manner.'* This was followed by grants, in 1384, of 
half a fifteenth and tenth and of two fifteenths and 
tenths, one of which was afterwards remitted ; and tliis 
form of taxation continued in use thenceforth, through 

' The temporalities of tie church aeqiiired Ijefore that '!n(e were 
Bss«ssed According to that tAXBiion aiid induded iii the dfrical grant. 
' rar. Rolk, iii. 134. ' Ibid. iii. 145, 146. 

* Ibid. iii. 161. 
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the period of truce with France after 1389, down to 
abdication of the throne by the king in 1399.^ 

In the first half of the fifteenth century new taxes 
were occasionally proposed, either alone or as addi- 
tional to fifteenths and tenths. 

In 1404j the sixth year of Henry IV., parliament 
discussed and probably voted a new tax on land, Avhich 
was confirmed and eiiacted at Coventry, in October,'' 
iu the next parliament, termed 'the unlearned parha- 
ment,' irom the absence of lawyers, in consequence of 
a direction by the king, in the writs of summons, that 
no lawyers should be returned. The French threatened 
the coast, the Welsh rebeUion under Owen Glendower 
was in full blaze, and the king was greatly in want of 
money. The new tax was additional to two fifteenths 
and tenths. It was granted by the lords temporal, for 
themselves and the ladies temporal and all other tem- 
poral persons, and touched only the large landowners 
possessing, in land or rent, to the value of 500 marks 
a year or upwards. The rate was 5 per cent., 1/. 
for every 20/., and the tax was to be levied at 
Christmas.^ 

Seven years after tiiis, towards the close of the 
reign, the parliament of 1411 granted another land tax, 
similar to that of 1404, but imposed upon a broader 
basis. On this occasion no grant of a fifteenth and 
tenth was made, and the land tiix stood alone. It 
touched all landowners, having iu land or rent to the 
value of 20/. a year net — ' outre les cliarges et reprises 
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duemenl trovez,' and upwards ; the ratt was one and 
twotliirds per cent., viz. 6^. 8d. for every 20/. clear 
of all charges. Care was taken that the grant should 
not be ti-eated aa a precedent for the future.^ 

The expenses of ihe war with France did not at 
this date press heavily upon the people of England 
generally ; for the war, conducted upon the principle 
of pillage and ranaom, was, to a certain extent, self- 
supporting, and the king was hberally assisted in the 
contest by archbisliop Chichele and tlie church. Thu 
question aa to the resumption into lay hands of some 
portion of the overgrown acquisitions of the church 
was assuming formidable proportions. A note of 
warning bad sounded in the proposition started in the 
lack-leanung parliament for the appropriation of the 
land of the clergy for a year for the purposes of tliu 
war. The alien priories had been taken into the king's 
hands in 1414; and the archbishop, hoping to divert 
the attention of the nobles from the land question at 
home by engaging them in schemes of foreign conquest, 
took care that his plan should not be frustrated by lack 
of means. 

After the victory of Azincoiirt, October 23, 1415, 
king Henry V. had, in adtUtion to the life grant of the 
customs subsidies, a grant of a fifteenth and tenth, to 
be levied in the accustomed manner ; and no innovation 
in taxation was attempted during his reign of nine 
years— 1413-1422. 

Sis years after his death, in the second session of 
the parliament of 1427-28, a novel kind of tax was 
' I'ar. il.ili=, iii, (548. 
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granted for the prosecution of the war with Prauco, 
the novelty consisting in the combination of a new 
Iiouse tax with a tax on the fee. 

The houae tax was im|X)sed upon all inhabitant 
householders in certain parishes as followa : — 1. In 
rural parishes. All inhabitant householders witliiri 
any parish having ten persons holding houseliold there, 
were to pay, wlicre the parish church was not rated 
at ten marks per annum, a single Qs. 8d. of their 
moveable goods ; and where the church was rated at 
ten mai'ks, 13s. 4rf,, and so on to 'ye hiest estente 
atbre the time made after ye ]'ate.' 2. In urban 
parishes. The inhabitant householders of every jjtirish 
within cities and boroughs having ten persons holding 
household there, if the parish church was of the annual 
value of 205., were to pay 2s,, ' and so above, after ye 
rate to ye hiest value of parish churches be due in- 
quiring yereof to be had.' 

The ttix on the knight's fee was imposed upon every 
person holding immediately by a whole knight's fee, 
who was required to pay 6s. 8^^., ' and so after ye rate 
to ye foiurthe part of a knyghtes fee.'^ 

Three years after this, in 1431, a grant of a whole 
fifteenth and tenth and the third part of a whole 
fifteenth and tenth, was supplemented by the grant of 
a tax on the kinght's fee and a corresponding tax upon 
t-eeholders of lands held by other service than knight's 
service ; and a new class of taxpayers was introduccl 
in iK'i'i'ons possessed of rents, not as landlords, but by 
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reason of a chaise upon the land by deed. Tlie taxdf 
■were as follows : — 

1. Land tax on the fee. All persona holding 
iiianora, lauds, or tenements by knight service, includ- 
ing spiritual peraoos and persons holding lands to their 
use, as regards pos.sessions acquired since the taxation 
of pope Nicolas in 1291, or by similar tenure but by 
less service than the service of a whole knight's fee, 
down to and including the tenth part of a kuiglit's fee 
at the rate of 206'. the fee. 

2. Land tax on freeholds not fees. All freeholders 
(including spiritual persons as in the case of the tax 
on the fee) of manors, lands or tenements held by other 
service than knight service, or seized of any rekt SECK 
or EEKT CHARGE ' of the aimual value of 20/., after 
deducting expenses and necessary charges, 20i(., and 
according to that rate for any less annual value down 
to and including 5/. 

The two classes of taxpayers were kept separate. 
No person chained on the fee was to be charged to the 
other tax, and ince versa, and 20s. was to be the 
inasimum of charge for all but those charged on 
the fee. 

Commissioners, to be appointed by the council, 
were to make inquisitions in counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs, and certify the; inquisitions to the excliequer, 
stating the names of the contributors, their place of 

' Rent aeck, redilus sicctis, is rent rasejved by doi-d without any 
cknse of diatresa ; rent cbnrge, runt isBuing out of Inod sjitrlully charged 
by dueil with a claiisu of diatress. The ordinary ri^nt i>l' n tenant ia 
tecoi erable liy distccss aa of C'lnimou ri^ht. 
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abode, and their rank and condition in lite. And the 
tax waa to be eoUected by the sheriffs of counties.^ 

This device to form a new roll of taxpayers from 
land did not succeed. A careful provision that no one 
should, after paying the tax, be put to loss or pre- 
judice by force of the inquisitions, proved insufficient to 
aliay the fears of those wlio regarded the assessment 
as likely to be used for future purposes. DifTicnlties 
soon arose in regard to the Inquisitions. It was 
discovered that ' divers ambiguities, doubts, and griev- 
ances miglit arise to the king and' to his liege sub- 
jects by the levy and execution of the aforesaid taxes;' 
and in the result, in the parliament of 1432, the king, 
in response to a petition of the commons on the sub- 
ject, released the grants, and ordained that ' all the 
commissions, inquisitions, briefs, and returns relating to 
them should, one and all, be entirely cancelled, taken 
out of his courts, and held not to be of record, so that 
none of tliem should reraaui in any manner of record, 
or be a precedent in future times.' ^ Half a tenth and 
fifteenth, with certain customs subsidies, were then 
granted to the king. 

Four years after this, in 1435, after the defection 
of duke Philip of Burgundy, who now joined Trance, 
preparations were made for the resumption of war in 
the nest year. For these a grant was made of a 
fifteenth and tenth and a graduated income tax. 

A fifteenth and tenth !iad not always produced the 
sum of between 38,000/. and 39,000/. intended by the 
settlement of 1334. The effective produce had often 
' I'ttr. Rolls, iv. -^"iJ, = Ibid. Lv. 40i', 
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been dimiaisbed by remissions or exemptioas allowei 
for varioua reasons to particular districts or particular 
towns. For instance, in 13S9, when the j3oor lieges of 
the comities of Northumberland, OumberlaJid, and 
Westmoreland, who, 'ravaged by the French and Scots, 
were greatly impoverished and some of them utterly 
destroyed,' had prayed for remission of arrears uf the 
ferra and the last fifteenth, the king had granted the 
petition;^ and in 1432, when the landownei-s of the 
town of Malberthoi"j», in Lincolnshire, which 'had been 
and still was utterly destroyed and wasted by the over- 
flowing of the water of the sea,' had prayed for remis- 
sion of taxation for ten years, it had been granted for 
two years.^ And eventually a practice became estab- 
lished of allowing, in the grant of a fifteenth and tenth, 
a rartain sum, which was expressly deducted 'from the 
sum that the fifteenth and tenth attained unto, in jiai-t 
relief and discharge of the poor towns, cities, and 
boroughs desolate, wasted or destroyed, or over greatly 
impoverished, or else to the said tax over greatly 
charged.' This sum in relief was partitioned out be- 
tween the varioua shires, including the cities and 
boroughs whicli were shires incorporate,^ rateably 
according to the proportion the shire paid of the whole 
fifteenth and tenth. After which, the smn allowed to 



' I'm. RoUb, iii. 270. 

' Ibid. iv. 385. Tliis town, it may be addttd, to ahow how miimte 
w&s Uie subdiviBinn of tlie tax, ' of olde tjme had been charged at every 
gmunt of any bote t&xe to oiir sovereign lord to tile »uin of ()/. 14«. 5JjfJ,' 

* These were, in 1432: London, Bristol, which hnil been a tounty 
ainci! 1373; York, einee !:i'Jfl; Newcastle-on-Tyiie, sinet' HiW; Norwich, 
sincH UOa : and l.inuoln, «iuc« 1409. 
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the shire waa jiortioned out by pai'liamentary coiu- 
misaionefs, being a lord and the two knights of Llie 
shire, or the two citizens or burgesses representing the 
city or borough being a shire incorporate, between llie 
decayed towns, cities and boroughs, or parishes or 
wards, as tlie case might be, certifying tiiose to be 
I'clieved and the amount of relief, under sealed letters 
to the collectors of the fifteenth or tenth, who made an 
allowance in accoixlance witli the certificates. This 
was the settled practice from 1432,^ and at this date 
tlie sum allowed waa 4,000/. 

The fifteenth and teuth granteil in 1433 waa subject 
to a deduction of 4,000/. on this account, and the city 
of Lincoln and the town of Andover were expressly 
exempted ffom the tax,^ 

For the graduated income tax, granted mtli the 
fifteenth and tenth, all annuitants under grants of an- 
nuities not chained upon any freehold, and persoug 
deriving income from offices of freehold, were brought 
into cliarge,^ and it was declartid that all persona to 
whose use any lands were held should be charged in 
respect of the lands. The greater part of the lands in 
England had, during the civil commotions in the reigns 
of Eichard II. and Henry IV., been conveyed to tises, 
a system wliich, originating in fraudulent feoffments or 
conveyances to defeat creditora, had been adopted by 
the church, in order to avoid the provisions of the 



■ Par.Rolla,iv,4a5i V. 1-kl, 144, 2:38,407,623; vi. 438,442, 514, &c. 
' Ibid. iv. 487. 

'■' An OFFICE is a. right to exercise an cmploymeiit, public or |iiivul«, 
n the ca^ uf baili&, nueivi^rs, und the like. 
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statutes of mortmain, and Bubsequently by the land- 
owners generaliy, in order to prevent the forfeiture of 
lands and to retain their estates in the family. For 
where A lield land, thougli ' to the use of ' B, liis temu-o 
or holding remained unaltered by anything that might 
happen to B. The taxing act of this year anticipated 
for fiscal purposes the statute of uses of Henry VIII., 
which transferred these iises into possession.' 

The tax was imposed upon every person seised of 
manors, lands, tenements, rents, annuities, offices, or 
any other possessions temporal, as of freehold, to his 
own proper use, or of any other person or persons to 
his use. And the charge began at a clear yearly value 
of bl. net, ' over the reprises and chaises,' for which the 
charge was 2.9. 6d., and so for every 20.?., Qd. up to and 
including 100?. of yearly value. For incomes of over 
100?. and up to 400/.it was at the rate of 8rf. for every full 
20s. above 100?. For incomes of 400?. or more, 2s. in 
the pound, unto the highest value of the said possessions. 

The commissioners for the tax were to be named 
by the council, and they had power to summon all 
freeholders imder the rank of baron and examine them 
on oath of their freehold in every shire. Barona 
and lords of a higher degree than baron, were to be 
examined of their freehold before the chancellor and 
treasurer or other persons specially appointed by the 
king, and were to be charged according to tlieir exami- 
nation.^ 

A similar distinction in tsixation between class and 
class was also maintained, at this date, as belween the 
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counties and the towns : the counties objected to the 
presence of a bourgeois collector. It was the practict-, 
as regards the collection of tenths, for the city and 
borough members, on coming up to the meeting of 
parliament, to deliver into the king's chancery the 
names of the persons to be appointed collectors for the 
city or borough, who, when appointed by the king by 
liis letters patent, became accountable for their receipt 
directly to the exchequer. A similar practice may 
have prevailed as regards the collectors of the fifteenths 
in the counties, but in consequence of the remissness 
of the knights in sending in names or other causes, it 
happened that not unfrequently recourse was had to 
the city and borough list of names, and the nominees 
of the burgesses were appointed to be not only col- 
lectors of the tenth in the city or town for which their 
names had been returned, but also collectors for the 
fifteenth in the county in which the city or town was 
situated. This course was detrimental to the interests, 
' to the great loss and damage,' of the county. The 
commons, in 1439, petitioned the king in parliament for 
redress, and the king answered tliat ' no man dwelling 
within any city or borough ' in which the practice of 
sending up names for appointment as collectors as 
aforesaid prevailed, should be appointed collector of 
the fifteenth of the shire without a property quitlifica- 
tion in the sliire, oulside the town, of 5^. per annum, 
' unless he may spend in the shire, out of the said city 
or Ijorough, in lands or tenements to the value of 5^. 
by the year, clear nf all charges and deductions.' ' 
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The king .tppears to liavo been desirous to appoint 
the collectors selected by tlie representatives of the 
county or the town as the cuae might be, and did not 
interfere in questions relating to local assessment. For 
instance, in the case of OxfoKl, in 1389, the devout 
orators, chancellor, guardians, provosts, masters, and 
scholars of tlie university, who had purchased, since the 
assessment of pope Nicolas in 1291, a great part of the 
city, petitioned that, inasmuch as their tenants were 
charged to the tenth and paid according to the amount 
of their moveables, they might not be charged in 
respect of their rents derived from the tenements occu- 
pied by the tenants. A counter petition was presented 
by the commons, praying thnt the university might not 
be dischai^ed from payment of such manner of taxes, 
' to the great destruction of the poor burgesses of the 
said city;' but no order was matle in response to the 
petitions,^ 

In 1449 we find, for the first time, an admission 
by the commons that the fifteentli and tentli upon the 
settlement of 1334 was unsuited to the times. Only 
half a fifteenth and tenth was granted at first, and from 
this 3,000^. was to be deducted for decayed towns, 
being at the rate of 6,000/. in lieu of the 4,000/. 
theretofore allowed, and the city of Lincoln and the 
town of Great Yarmouth were sjiecially exempted. A 
similar deduction was allowed from anotlier half- 
fifteenth and tenth subsequently granted ; and thence- 
forth the sura of 6,000/. was always allowed for this 
purpose; and the effective produce nf n fifteenth and 
' Par. Kollfl, iii. 27«. 
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tenth was reduced to a sum of between 32,000?. and 
33,000/. The other tax for the year was a renewal 
of the poll tax on aliens.' An attempt to tax the 
f-lergy, by the grant of a n(jl)le from every stipendiary 
priest, was subsequently nullified by a vote of the tax 
in convocation. 

In the next year, 1 450, the commons having regard 
to the universal poverty and peniiry of the people, 
declared themselves unable to-—' tliey could not and 
dared not in any wise ' — charge the people with the 
usual taxes ; and on that ground made no grant of any 
sum by the way of fifteenth and tenth. An Act was 
passed for the resumption of all grants of demesne 
made since the accession of the king, though with 
numerous exceptions and reservations, and another 
graduated income tax was granted. 

This tax stood upon a broad basis. It included 
all fi-eeholders of lands, tenements, rents, services, 
annuities, offices, fees, profits, or commodities within 
the kingdom to the yearly value of 20.s. clear of charge, 
commodity being a wide term to include any interest, 
advantage or profit. And all annuitants for term of 
life in any annuity not to be taken at any place certain, 
to the yearly value of 20s. ; all copyholders and cus- 
tomary tenants of any manor for life or ' to hym or to 
eny of his heirs, after the custom of maner ; ' and all 
persons having any office, wages, fee or fees, for a terra 
of years or otherwise than of an estate of freehold, 
were brought into charge. 

The rates were as follows :-— For a yearly value of 
' Par. RoUs, \. 142, U4. 
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1/. and up to and including 20/., Gd. in the pound 
over 20/., and up to and including 200/., Is. in the 
pound ; and over 200/., 2.s\ in the pound. 

All persons having less than a yearly value of 1/. 
were exempted, and persona holding offices, wages, or 
fees for a term of j'oars or less than freehold, up to a 
value of 21. 

Three knights and a squire vrere appointed trea- 
surers and receivers, and were to take 4s. a day each 
for their wages. 

This grant was to be considered exceptional, and 
the commons prayed the king that it might 'not be 
taken in any example hereafter, but as a thing granted 
for the defence of the realm, in the king's most grettest 
necessite." * 

In the manifesto of complaint issued by Cade, the 
leader in the Kentish rebellion, which broke out in 
June, heavy taxation formed one of the items of com- 
plaint, and more particularly the illegal apj)oiatment 
of collectors of taxes ; and in the course of the rebellion 
lord Saye and Sele, who had been the king's treasurer 
since October, 1449, and was ])eculiarly obnoxious to 
the people, was seized by Cade, in London, on July 4, 
and beheaded. 

When parliament met in November they foimd the 
subsidy as yet unpaid ; the commissioners and the 
shejiffs of counties had proved lacking in diligence, 
and the persons chargeable had fiiiled to attend to be 
examined. Writs were therefore sent to the sheriffs, 
commanding them to make open proclamation in places 
■ Par. Rolls, V. 172-4. 
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couveaient, requiring the several commiasiouers and 
all persons chargeable to the subsidy to attend at 
certain stated days and pkces to examine and be ex- 
amined ; and the attendance of the commissioners was 
secured by the allowance of ' a reasonable daily reward 
for their labour and costs,' and a pensilty of 20/. for 
non-attendance ; and that of persons chargeable, by a 
penalty of treble duty. 

The sheriff, as might be expected, was pulled up 
smartly. Shoidd he or his deputy fail to attend at the 
appointed day and place, to assist the commissioners 
and execute their precepts and warrants, he was to be 
hable to imprisonment and fine and mnsom with the 
king. 

The taxpayer was only required to attend before 
one set of commissioners, who were to examine him 
of ' all the livelihood that he had in aU the shires of 
the realm,' and then, by tliat examiuation, he was 
to be quit and discharged of examination for his 
premises in all other places. And the limit of ex- 
emption was extended, for freeholders and copyholders, 
to 21., and for persons having office, wages, fee or 
fees, term of years or otherwise, to 3/.' 

In September, 1452, an expedition under the 
veteran Talbot recovered Bordeaux ; and in 1453 the 
king received, in addition to the life grant of the 
customs subsidies and a poll tax on aliens, a fifteenth 
and tenth with the usual deduction of G,000/.^ 

But the Hundred Years' War was soon to end. In 

' Par. Rolls, V. 211. ' Ibid. v. 228. 
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July Talbot was sUun before Clifitillou, iicar Bor- 
deaux ; after which the French rapidly recovered the 
conquesta we had recently made in that quarter ; and 
we were left, at the end of the war, with Calais and 
Giiisnea as all that remained to us of our possessions on 
the continent. 

Contests at home soon succeeded the contests 
abroad. The illness of the king, iu the autumn, raised 
the question of regency between tlie queen and the 
duke of York ; and the birth of an lieir to tlie throne 
defeated the hopes of the duke peacefidly to succeed to 
tiie crown upon the death of Henry. Clouds gathered 
quickly, and the storm burst on May 22, 1455, when 
the first battle in the contest for land between the par- 
tizans of the Houses of York and Lancaster occurred 
at St. Albans. 



CUAPTEE II. 



THE CUSTOMS SUBSIDIES OF WOOL ANB LBATDEB, TUN- 
NAQE ON WINE AST) P0UHDA6B ON QOODS. 

133i— 1453. 

Increased yield of the cuatams in the reign of Edward 111, The 1a\a- 
tion of wool. Hecival of die Maletoute. Negotiations with tlia 
jnerehniitB. Contest for the prerogatiTe of taxing wool with the coii- 
aont of the merchanta ends in s porliameatory grant of the fubsidy. 
Similar contest regarding tunnage and poundage. Practical settle- 
ment of the customs revenue. Ohoucer controller of the customs in 
London. The officers of the customs. The corket. Life grants to 
Richard U. ill 1397, and to Henry V. in 1415. Yield of the revenue 
in 1421. Grants to Henry VI. Yield of the revonuo, 1431-3. Frauds 
in the customa. Life giant to Henry VI. in 1453. 

In the fiscal recoi-da of subaequent times rcCerence is 
frequently made to the reigu of Edward III. as the 
golden age of the customs, tlie time when they pro- 
duced ' great and notable sums of money.' According 
to popular belief at the time, the wealth of Edward was 
derived from six millions of gold, manufactured for him 
in the Tower of London by the famous Eaymond 
Lulli, tlie alchemist, from which were coined the nobles 
of Eaymond. But these nobles indicate the true 
source of the wealth of the king in the stamp which 
they bear, on the reverse, of a ship to signify ' the 
power of the sea.' Having the dominion of the sea, 
Edwaixl was able to keep clear the passage for our 
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sacks of wool to Flaiitlers, our principal customer ' 
from this wool we derived our new wealth, as our ene- 
mies clearly saw, who would bid us alter the stamp od 

I the noble, and ' for the shippc sette a shepe.' * Wot 

' and leather, the principal products of England, whicl^ 
contiuiied to be a land of flocks and herds, were whffl 
she had to give in exchange in the new commera 
that sprung up after the crusades. For new ideas ( 
distance and the facihties of communicition had beei 
diffused by the crusaders who returned from the eastJ 

I Kcw requirements had arisen, and many luxuries Iia* 
slipped into the list of necessaries among the rich 5 
sugar, for instance, first tasted by the crusaders on 

; the plains of Tripoli, now began to displace honey asl 
I sweetener for food in rich households ; and cinna-J 

' mou and the other spices that proved so useful fon 
flavoiuing the ale of the period, which was drunk newJ 
and for consumption with the salted meat of the wintej 
store. While the precious stones and pearls of ■ 
east, richly chased armour, silks, and the fine fabrics 
the east were all in great demand in that ago of magJ 

, nificence in dress. The revenue of Edward from taxe* 
as opposed to demesne and tlie incidents of the feudj 
tenures, was mainly derived from wool ; the recapl 
from other exports and imports, if we except win^ 

' were comparatively small. When, therefore, we epi 

I of a large revenue fr'om customs in this reign, it shoul^ 
always be borne in mind that the revenue from woi 
the chief contributory, though termed a customs r 
venue as collected from an exported article,, was, iq! 
' The Libel of English Policy, Political PoeniB aud Songs, ii. 160. 
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effect, a revenue from a tax on the owners of sheep- 
walks and sheep-famis. 

Five years after the commencement of the reign, 
in 1332, Edward placed his hand upon the sack of 
wool, when by the advice of the magnates he issued 
an ordinance for the collection of a subsidy from the 
wool of denizens. Tills was recalled in the following 
year, but the merchants appear to have granted a 
subsidy on wool, skins and leather, which was subse- 
quently superseded by royal ordinance. 

In 1336, when preparations for war with France 
commenced, the export of wool was proliibited by 
royal letters, in August, and a subsidy was granted, of 
21. the sack from denizens, and 3^. the sack from aliejis. 
In the next year the export of wool was prohibited by 
statute until the king and council should determine 
what should be done with it. The king and council 
authorised an impost; but this subsequently formed 
the subject of comphiint as a maletoute, and event- 
ually, in 1340, was abolished by the kmg, on the 
grant by parliament of a subsidy of 21. on every sack 
of wool, 300 woohells, and last of leather. 

The subsidy waa only for a year and a half; 
but after the expiration of the grant, was continued 
by the king, by agreement witli the merchants. And 
this, as a maletoute, formed the subject of com- 
plaint by the commons in 1343.^ It was answered 



' Meanwhile, in 1339, the lorda iiad granted the tenth alieaf, fleece 
mid lamb from their demeancB for two yeara ; and the commona, 30,000 
Butlia of wool. And in 1340 the kinjf hud hua a p;raiit of 20,000 aaclia 
of wool, liTid fmm the loi'da and knights of coinrfirt', another grani of the 
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for ttc ting thai the additional toll did not affect t 
producer, because the price of wool was at this date 
fixed : the toll touched the wool merchants only. In 
this view, on the augmentation of the price of wool in 
the different counties of the kingdom, the lords and 
commons, with the consent of the merchants, granted 
an additional duty of 40«. the sack on wool, as a sub- 
sidy, for three years.' 

In 1344, the repeal of the ordinances fixing the 
price of wooP altered the position of the wool-growers 
of the kingdom. Tlie price now became a matter of 
agreement, a subject of bargain between buyer and 
seller. The seller felt the immediate incidence of tlie 
tax. And henceforth on every occasion of the renewal 
of the subsidy we find the commons opposing, and the 
merchants willing to sanction, the grant. 

In 1346, the subsidy was renewed for two years, 
and in 1347 duties were imposed upon cloth of 
different kinds. Edward had improved tliia liome 
manufacture, if indeed he did not practically start 
a home manufacture, by the introduction into the 
country of skilled weavers from Flanders ; and the 
new duties, though the cause of considerable com- 
plaints, were confirmed to the king on the gi-ound 
that it was reasonable he should have the same profit 
from clotli made in the kingdom and exported, as from 
wool exported, according to the total amount of cloth 

iimlb eheaf, fleece and lamb for two jeare, whicli Iiftd been cauttlled ii i 
1341 on the uraiit of 30,000 siu^ks of wool. 

I ' He cbesciii) sak de iBpiB que passera.'^rnr. RglU, il. 13S. 

" 18 VA\f. Ill St. 2, c. J. All pewons may buj vnoh. 
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iiiiidu from a sack of wool.' Tlxere were two rates, 
for merchauts denizens, and for merclianta strangera. 
For denizens ; — For every clotii, 14(/. ; for every cloth 
of worsted, Id. ; and for every lit, IQd. For stran- 
gers : For every cloth, 21d. ; for every cloLli of worsted, 
1,^/., and for evury lit, Ibd. 

Ill 134S the subsidy of wool agtiin formed the 
subject of complauit from the commons. They urged 
that tlie 00,000/. a year it produced came out of the 
pockets of tlie landowners, because the mcrclianls 
simply gave, in consequeaee of the subsidy, so much 
the less for every sack of wool. The tax was, there- 
fore, a tax on the produce of laud — in short, a land 
tax and not a tax on the merchants. And, eventually, 
they made their grant of lifteeutlia for three years 
upon tlie condition that the subsidy of wool should not 
be renewed, and tliat, for tlie future, no sucli grant 
should bo made by the merchants. 

A long contest followed as to the eseicise of the 
prerogative of the king to levy an impost on wool iu 
the hands of tiie merchants, with their consent and 
without a parliamentary grant ; and the dispute was 
settled, in 1362, iu a manner resembling the settlu- 
nieut of the contest about the maletoute in 1297. The 
lortls and commons granted a subsidy of 20*f. on the 
sack of wool and 300 woolfells and 40«. the last on 
leather, for three years ; the king accepted the grant 
and gave his assent to an enactment prohibitory of 
the imposition of a suljsidy on wool witliout the assent 
of ptuliament. 

' I'Hr. Rolls, ii, l(iS. 
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But notwithstanding this arrangement, the 
sidy was subsequently increased la amount,' and the 
enactment against imposts upon wool without the 
assent of parliament had to be rei>eated in 1371. 

Meanwhile the royal prerogative had also been 
exercised in imposts upon wine and other merchan- 
dise, with the consent of the merchants and without 
any parliamentary grant. 

The practice haJ commenced in 1347, when Lionel 
of Antwerp (Clarence), guardian of England, imposed, 
in council, by agreement with the merchants, a toll of 
2*. the tun on wine, and 6d. in the pound on goods, 
for the pur[^)ose of paying the wages of ships of war 
required for the protection of traders. And this in- 
creased premium for insurance in a time of great risk, 
formed the first of several similar grants resulting from 
negotiations with the merchants as opposed to jiarlia- 
meutary grants. 

In 1371, when the native merchants had consider- 
ably extended their business, parliament took up this 
question as they had taken up that relating to the 
wool merchants, and granted to the king a subsidy of 
2s. the tun on wine and a poundage of GiL on imports 
and exports, excepting wool and skins, ' for the aafc 
and 8iu"e conduct of the ships and merchandize coming 
inwards to this coimtry by sea and jiiissing outwards.' 
But this subsidy, granted only for a limited term, wag 
allowed to expire in 1372, when parliament renewed 



' In 1366 it was doubled— maMiifr the rnte 40». on wool and 41. oii 
leather— for thri-e yeare. In 1368, U ik. M. m\ woo) nnd 4/. on leather 
TVB» granted Pt twu yeure. 
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only the subsiily of wool and skins. The Prince of 
Wales, the Black Prince, who had returned from the 
continent in the ])reviona year, now took up the ques- 
tion. After the knights of the shire had received their 
congd and departed, the city and borough members 
were by his order retained. An assembly was held 
in a chamber near the Wliite Cliamber, the prince and 
several lords being present, and the city and borough 
members, ' having regard to the perils and mischiels 
that might happen to their ships and merchandize by 
the enemy at sea,' renewed, as it was suggested that 
they should, the subsidy of tunnage and poundage of 
the previous year. 

This separate negotiation for tunnage and pound- 
age with the city and borough members was not more 
to the liking of the lords and commons than had been 
the separate negotiations with the wool merchants, or 
■with the merchants dealing in wine and other mer- 
chandise. In the next year they took the matter 
into their own hands by granting tunnage and pound- 
age for three years. The subsidy was renewed in 
1376 for another three years, and henceforth the 
kings of England had practically a permanent revenue 
by successive parliamentary grants of Tonnage on wine 
and Poundage on goods. 

At this date we see Geoffrey Chaucer sitting at tiie 
receipt of custom, taking such fees as previous comp- 
trollers of the custom and subsidy of wool, woolfella and 
leather in the port of London had been accustomed 
to receive, writing all official accounts with his own 
hand, continuing in residence and performing his duties 
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persoually, and rctaiulng in his custody one of the t 
parts of the sea] termeJ ' corket.' He was appointed 
eouiptroller in 1374.^ 

The coMl'XKOLLER was one of the three ancient offi- 
cers of the customs ; the others being the customer and 
the SEARCEIER. Tlie customer received the duties; the 
comptroller (contrarotulator) enrolled the payments at 
the custom house, and thus raised a charj^e against tlie 
customer; while the searcher received from the cus- 
tomer and tTie comptroller the document authorising 
the landing of goods, which was termed the warrant, 
and, for exportation, the document authorising the ship- 
ment of goods, wliich was termed the torket ; and 
thereupon allowed tlie goods mentioned in the docu- 
ment he received to be landed or shipped, as the case 
might be. 

The corket was so termed from tlie words at tlic 
end of the document, abbreviated. It ran — 

'Edwardua, omnibus, ad quos, &c., salutem. Sciatis, 
quod A.B. nobis solvit in portu nostro London, ciistu- 
mas nobis debitas pro tribus saccis lauae, quo quietus 
est,' and was signed, in attestation, by the collector or 
customer and the comptroller of the customs in the 
said port and dated, A.B. has paid the customs due to 
us for three sacks of wool, by which he is quit. ' Quo 
quietus est ; ' ' Quo quetus est ; ' Coketus est.' 

'Quietus est' was the form of acquittince in the 
entries on the Exchequer EoUs, where, after the recital 
of a payment, the entries usually conclude with — ' Et 
quietus csf,' or, shortly, ' Et. Q. e.' 
' l-V-dfrn, Tii. 3K 
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Subsidies oq wool, skins auJ leather and tunnage 
aud poundage were continued during the reign of 
Eichard II. ; but with every precaution to prevent this 
all-important source of revenue — ' de quoi le greindre 
profit que le roi prent en son royaulme sourde,' — from 
passing into the category of 'customs.' In this view 
the grants were, at first, Hmited to terras certain, for 
instance, in 1381, the renewal was for lewa than a 
year ; there was an interval of a week, 'lest the king 
by continual possession of the said subsidy might 
claim it as of right and custom,'^ And when at last, 
in 1397, the king received a grant of the subsidies for 
life, it was accompanied with a proviso that the grant 
' should not be made a precedent in the time of his 
successors.' * 

The yield of the revenue at the ports kept up fairly 
during the reign of Eichaid, but fell off in the reign of 
Ilenry IV., partly in consequence of frauds committed 
by, or with the connivance of, corrupt collectors, and 
in 1411 was estimated at 30,000/.' This king did not 
receive any life grant of the subsidies ; but a life grant 
was made lo his successor, in 1415, after the victory 
of Azincourt, as follows: — From denizens: for wool, 
woolfells, and the last of leather, 21. Ss. 4iL From 
strangers : for wool and woolfells, 3/. ; and for leather, 
tlie last., 5^. 6s. 8t/. Tunnage at Zs. and poundage at 
Is., with an exemption in favour of imported wheat. 
Hour, fresh fish, and cattle (chescun maiicre de blee, 



' Ibid. iii. 11-1,308. 
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floui-G, ct pcssoii reos, ct bestiall ciitniut uii le 
roialme).' 

Ill 1421 the yield was as follows : — 



Small customs on wooU 




. 3,97fl 


Gi-eat ciistoma . . . . 




. 2C,036 


Small customs on goods 




. 2,438 


Subsidy of tunnage and poundage 




. 8,23r 




Total . 


. £40,687 



The subsidies were continued to Henry VI., at firs 
by graiite for stated terms, and the yield from the 
duties at tlie ports, incluaive of the customs and thf 
aubsidies, was in the three years 1431-3 inclusive, . 
follows : — 



113! 



U32 



The cnatom of wool nnd small 
customs .... 

The anbBidy of wools . 
Timniige and 



1433 

£ £ 

. 7,780 6,996 6,048 
. 20,151 16,808 14,259 
. 6,920 6,998 6,203 
. £34,851 £30,802 £26^510 



The account shows a falling revenue. The de- 
crease was due, in the main, to frauds at the hands of 
the officers of the customs. Blank forms of corkets — j 
' blankes escrows en parchemyn appellez blankes cok- 
kettez ' — were kept sealed for use in order to deceive 
the king of his customs ; a form of fraud for which, in 
1433, the severe penalty was imposed of forfeiture of 
goods and imprisonment for three years.' While such 
were the malpractices of the searchers, that another 
olficer called the sukveyor of the searcuer was ap- . 
pointed to act as a check upon him and prevent fraud ^ 
in allowing more goods to Ix' shipped or landed than '. 
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were mentioned in the corket or the warrant. Lastly, 
all ' customers, controllers of the custom, clerks, de- 
puties, ministers, and their servants, controllers or sur- 
veyors of searchers, and their clerks, deputies, ministers, 
(tnd factors, were forbidden to have ships of their own ; 
to buy or sell by way or colour of merchandise ; to 
meddle with freighting of ships, or have or occupy any 
wharfs or quays ; or hold any hostries or taverns ; or 
be any factors, or attorneys for any merchant, denizen 
or alien, or be hosts to any merchant alien, under a 
penalty of 40/., as often as they did the contrary.'^ 

The tide waiters and land waiters were, it may be 
mentioned, originally only servants to the searcher and 
surveyor.^ 

In 1453 Henry VI. had, at last, a life grant of the 
subsidies, with, as stated in the last chapter, a poll tax 
on aliens and a fifteenth and tenth. 

1 20 Hen. VI. 1442, s. 6. » Gilbert, Exch. p, 230. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE CUSTOMS SUBSIDIES OP WOOL, SKINS AND LEATHER, 
TUNNAGE ON WINE AND POUNDAQE ON GOODS. 

Lifo grants to Henry VI., Edward IV., niid Richard III. 

The life grant of the subsidies of customs which Henry 
VI. received, at last, in 1453, only afew months before 
the death of Talbot at Ch^tillon practically ended the 
Hundred Years' War, was at the following esceptionally 
high rates : — From denizens, for wool and woolfells, 
21. 3s. 4rf. ; and for leather, the last, 5/. From stran- 
gers, for wool and woolfells, 5/. ; and for leather, 
bt. Gs. 8rf. Tunnage at 3a., with double that rate for 
sweet wine imported by strangers ; and poundage at 
Is., with a double ratefor tin exported by strangers.^ 
But, on granting the subsidies to Edwai-d IV., for 
life, after the battle of Hexham, which made him 
supreme, parliament reverted to the lower rates for 
wool, skins and leather, viz. — From denizens, for wool 
and woolfells (240), 1/. 136. id. ; and for leather, the 
last, SI. 6s. 8d. From strangers, for wool and wool- 
fells, 3/. 6s. Sil ; and for leather 3/. 13s. id. Tuiinage 
was continued at 3s,, with a double rate for sweet wine 
' Par. Rolls, v. 22S-E). 
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imported by strangers ; and poundage, at Is., with a 
double rate for tin exported by strangers. The value 
of goods for poundage was still to be calculated on the 
oath of the merchant : — the merchandises were to be 
valued ' after that they cost at the first biyng or achate, 
by the othes of the merchantea or of their servauntea 
biers of the said merchandises in their absence, or by 
their letters the which the same merchantea have of 
such biyng from their factours, and in noon otlicr- 
wise ; ' ^ showing that, as yet, there was no Book of 
Eates for the customs. 

Eichard III. had a life grant of these subsidies, 
at the rates granted to Edward, Irom the [larhamcut 
of 1484, which passed the Act against benevolences.^ 
And during the wars of the Eosea, a period of thirty 
years from the first battle of St. Albans to Boswortli, 
1455-85, the customs formed tlie main source of 
revenue from taxation. 

' Par. Rolla, v. 608. 

» On the \m ilay of tlie session. Iliid. vi. 238-40, 
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DIRECT TAXES, INCLUDING FIFTEENTHS AND TENTHS AND 
OTHER PROPERTY TAXES. 

Fifteeiitiis and tenths m settlpd in 18S4 continued. Attempt, in 1463. 
to alter tlie tax. Failure of the attempt. Grant, in 1472, of 13,000 
arcbera for the expedition to France and an income tAx of 10 per 
cent, for their pay. Failure of the tin. Attempt to introduce a new 
form of subsidy. The 'diffuse and kborious'Act for the aubsidy. 
Failure of the tax. In 1482, a fifteenth aud tenth granted together 
with an inereaaed poll upon aliens. 

The expenses of the contest between the landowner 
fell principally upon the land, the victorious party con- 
fiscating the lands of the vanquished ; and a fifth part 
of the whole of the land of England is said by For- 
tescue to have passed thus into the hands of Edward 
IV., at one time or another. The history of direct taxa- 
tion in this period is chiefly remarkable for the attempts 
made in 1403 and 1472 to alter, practically, the settle- 
ment of 1334, and the pertinacity of the people in 
maintaining, in its intt^ity, the old system of taxation 
by means of ' fifteenths and tenths,' which, as a rule, 
continued to be the form of tax employed, with the 
usual allowance of 6,000/. for the relief of decayed 
towns. The yield of a fifteenth and tenth, with tliis 
deduction, may, at this date, be taken at 31,000/. 
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In U 03, for tliti Iiusty tlefonce of tliia resilru, a sum of 
37,000^. was granted to Edward IV. , to be levied in the 
following manner : — Part of the sum, viz., 31,000^., 
was to be levied and charged precisely in the same 
manner as the last fifteenth and tenth, with the de- 
duction of 6,000^. for decayed towns. Every district 
was to pay the same sum as before, and it was to be 
assessed upon the contributors by assessors appointed 
in the usual way. But in their assessments, the asses- 
sors were required to observe a new limit of exemp- 
tion, which freed from tax all persons not possessed of 
land or rent to the yearly value of 105., or goods and 
chattels to the value of 5 marks. 

The residue of the said sum of 37,000/., viz. 0,000/., 
was to be levied in a novel manner. Every shire, and 
town being a shire incorporate,^ was to be charged 
after the rate of the deduction allowed in respect of 
decayed cities from the last fifteenth and tentli ; and, 
in the shire, the sum charged was to be levied by a 
rate on the inhabitants having landed property or rents 
to the yearly value of 20s., or goods or chattels to the 
value of 10 marks. The assessment was to be in the 
hands of royal commissioners ; the collection was to 
be made by collectors appointed by the crown ; and 
the certificates of assessments were to state the names 
of the persons assessed and the sums charged upon 
them. 

By this new plan, therefore, an attempt was made 

' London, Bristol, York, Neweaatle-on-Tyne, Norwicli, and Lincoln, 
{seeanlaip. 122, note 3), andKingstoii-on-HiiU,8iiieel440; Soutliaoiptoii, 
since 1448 ; Nottingliam, ^ce 1449 ; Coxeattj, mice 1461 ; uiid Citnter- 
Imy, siticf 1461. 
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to recoup the crown, in the collection oFlifteeiiths ami 
tenths, the amount of the allowance made to the shires 
for decayed towns ; to alter the uicidence of the tax 
by njeana of a new limit of exemption ; to iutrodiu'e 
the principle of a progi-essive charge ; to abolish the 
system of local assessment and collection, by letting in 
the king's assessors and collectors, and, iu short, to 
revise the settlement of 1334. Bnt i)erhai)3 the most 
important practical objection to the plan w;is derived 
from the new roll of taxpayers it woidd place in the 
king's hands for future use. 

This attempt at innovation the king was compelled 
almost immediately to abandon. He remitted the 
0,000^, and it was ' ordained and established ' that the 
31,000/. should be ' paid, had, and levied only by the 
name of a fifteenth and under the general form and 
orderof a fifteenth theretofore used and accustomed, over 
the deduction of 6,000/., and not by or under any other 
name, order, or form, the said Act notwithstanding.' ' 

Nine years after this, in 1472, another attempt was 
made in the direction of reform of taxation. In the 
previous year Edward had defeated and slain Warwick 
at Barnot, and by the battle of Tewkesbury had made 
himself master of the realm. He now turned towards 
France and, in league with Charles the Bold of Bur- 
gundy, a countiy which, with Flanders annexed, was 
now a formidable rival to France, had stipulated to 
pass the seas with an army of over 10,000 men. 
The people were not slow to take up the case against 
' our ancicut enemies ; ' and parliament willingly made 

' I'ar. RollH, T. M)8. 
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a grant to the king for the hasty and necessary (lei 
of the realm, in loving assistance from his true sub- 
jects — ' to assiste your roill astate, ye verraily extentlyiiig 
in yoiire princely and knyghtly corage, with all 
diligence to youre highnes possible, all youre bodely 
ease leyde apart, to resiate the aeid confedered 
jnalice of youre and cure seid ennemyea, in settying 
outeward a myghty armee, able by the helpe of 
God to resiste the said ennemyes.' 

The grant was of 13,000 archers to serve one year, 
every of them to have Gd. by the day for wages. For 
the payment of these wages the commons and lords 
made separate grants. The commons granted from all 
freeholders of land, except lords of parliament, the tenth 
part of the value of a year of the issues and profits of 
all manner of lands and tenement-a, rents, fees, aimuities, 
offices, coradies, and pensions,^ and of similar copy- 
hold and cuatoraaiy possessions. The lords tem|X)ral 
and spiritual granted, ' over and beside otlier promysea 
made any of the seid lords temporell to attende in their 
])eraons apou the king in his said armee,' the tenth 
part of value for one year of the issues and profits of 
all honours,^ castles, lordships, manors, lands, tenements, 

' CORODT, corodium, a Hum of money or allowance of meat, drink, 
and clothing, due ta the liing from no abbej or other house of religion 
whereof he was founder, towards Ihe oustcotation of siith a one of liis 
Bervante as he thought fit to hesWiw it upon. A r»SHIOH is given to ono 
of the king's chaplains for his better maintenance till he maj be provided 
of a benelice. Oorudius alno belonged sometimes to bishops, and noble- 

' IlONOtTB, the more noble sort of seigniory, on which other inferior 
lordsbips or monors depend, by performance of some customs or ser%'ieee 
to thiwe who are lorde of lliem, In such eases the superior lord h call^ 
Ihe lord pBramnuiit over all Ihe niwnors Included in the honour. 
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rents, fees, anaiiities, offices, corodies, pensions, and 
fee farms ' of freehold, and of similar copyhold and 
customary jMssesaions,^ 

The royal coramjsaioners, by whom these taxes 
were to be assessed, found such difficulty in tlie task, 
that in some shires they were unable to send in, before 
the meeting of parliament after a prorogation, their 
certificates as required by the Act ; so that the pro- 
portions for those shires could not be ascertained. 
Some other provision for the wages of the archers waa 
necessary, and parliament, reverting to the usital form 
of tax, granted, towards the payment required, a 
fifteenth and tenth, with the customary deduction of 
6,000/. for decayed cities and the other usual exemp- 
tions. This yielded 30,683/. Gs. 2;d. ; the produce 
of the tax of the tenth part in those shires, for which 
certificates had been sent in waa 31,410/. 145. l^d. • 
the total of the two being 62,094/. Os. A^d.^ a sura 
less, by over 56,530/., than the 118,625/. required for 
a year's wages for the archers at 6d. a day. It waa 
therefore necessary to make some further provision for 
their pay. 

The shires from which certificates had not been 
sent in were saddled with the payment of 590 archers, 
in other words, with a sum of 5,383/. 15s. ; and 
51,1477. 4s. 7-^d., the remainder, was granted to the 



■ Fee pabv, feodi iirrna, or fee farm cent, is wfieii the lord, upon the 
croatiou of tie tenancy, reserves to iiimaelf and his liuira either the rent 
for wliicli it was before let to firnn, or was reaarnnbly worth, or at Itawt 
a fourth part of the Talue; without homaffe, fealty, or (■Iher aervicea 
beyond what are especially compriiwd ill the feolToient. 

" I'ar, Eollb, Yi. iAi. 
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king to be leviec! as charged in certain suraa upon the 
shires and towns specified in the Act. In every 
specified shire and town royal commissioners were to 
subdivide the sum chained thereon, and appoint upon 
every city, town, borough, hamlet, or other place 
within the limits of their commissionsj a sum calculated 
with reference to the value of the goods and chattels 
of the inhabitants, which were to be taxed ' afore any 
land or other possessions.' 

The goods and chattels of persons not having any, 
or but httle land or other freehold, and not, or only 
lightly charged hitherto to the fifteenth and tenth, were 
to be specially chargeable 'in ease and relief of other 
persona to the said fifteenth and tenth hitherto greatly 
charged.' Should the taxation of goods fail to accom- 
plish the whole sum specified in the commission, the 
commissioners were to charge the deficiency on all 
land and rents and other possessions of freehold.' 

The Act for the subsidy was lengthy and elaborate 
in its provisions, and the form of the levy proved ' so 
difiuse and laborious ' as to render impracticable tlie 
collection of the tax at the times stated in the Act. 
' Saepe viatorem nova uon vetus orbita fallit,' the new 
tax broke down ; and the commons, informed of the 
circnmstances by the chancellor, lovingly pondered 
and weighed them. On the ground that ' the most 
easy, ready, and prone payment ' of any chaise to be 
borne by the commons was by the grants of fifteentlis 
and tenths, ' tlie levy whereof among tlie people was 

' In form, this subsidj bears a stroug reseiublaui.'e to the laiid tsix of 
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SO usual (although it be to them full chargeable) that 
none other fonn of levy resembleth thereunto ; ' prayed 
the king to remit the said sum of 61,147/. 4,'?. 7^d., 
and, in lieu thereof, to take a whole fifteenth and tentli 
and three parts of a whole fifteenth and tenth, the 
sinns whereof exceed the aforesaid siun, to be taken 
and levied of the goods and chattels and other thinga 
usually contributory and chargeable to fifteenths and 
tentlis within shires, cities, boroughs, towua, and other 
places in the realm ' in raaner and fourme aforetymc 
used.' ' 

If to the produce of a fifteenth and tenlh, 30,G83/., 
three-fourths, viz. 23,010/., be added, tlie total is 
53,G04/. So that, in the result, about 84,377/. of the 
sum of 118,625/. required for the wages of the 13,000 
archers was raised by means of fifteenths and tenths 
in the old form. 

After the dissolution of parliament in March, 1475, 
the king, in July, went on his 'viage roiall against our 
auncien and mortall ennemyes, settyiig outward a 
myghty armee ; ' but this, the most magnificent and 
coMtly expedition of Englishmen ever yet seen on 
French soil, resulted in the conclusion of a truce with 
Louis XI. for seven years, Edward receiving 75,000 
crowns, with a promise of a pension of 50,000 crowns 
more. 

No demand for any grant of money was made in 
. the parliament of 1478, which was summoned for the 
trial of the duke of Clarence; but in the next parlia- 
ment, summoned in 1482 with a view to another ex- 
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pedition to France, a grant was made of a fideenth 
and tenth in the old^ form, together with a poll tax 
on aliens. 

This tax on aliens was imposed at higher rates 
than the previous taxes of this description granted to 
Henry VI., in 3439, 1442, and, for life, in 1453. The 
rates of the life grant had been — For, 1. All mer- 
chant strangers : if not denizens — householders, 40.«. ; 
not householders, but resident six weeks within the 
realm, 2fls. : if denizens by letters patent, 10 marks. 
2. Others not merchants, householders, l.s. 4(7. ; not 
householders, Qd.'^ On this occasion the charge was — 
For, 1. All merchants, 40.s., with exceptions In favour 
of the merchants of Spain, Bretagne, and the mer- 
chants of the Steele Yard — ' merchants of Almagne 
having the house in Loudon termed Guilda Theuti- 
corura.'' 2. Any alien keeping a house for the ' bniyng 
of bcre,' 20^. 3. All others, householders, 6s. 8d. 

' Par. Rolls, vi. 197. 

" 'Conceauo subsidii de alienigenia infra regnum commorandbua.' 
Tw. RoUa, V. 230. 

' Par, Rolls, vi. 197. Pftvingp rates commenced about tLia time, 1477. 
(See Par. Rolls, vi. 180.) "Whila the establishment of relays of couriers to 
convey despatches betweeu Edward and liis brotlier Qloiicestjir, in tlio 
expedition to Scotland, 14S2, ia regarded aa tlio lirst attempt at a po8tul 
system.— Stubba, Oonst. Hist. iii. 317, 
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Popularity of Kiiward with the towns. His demanda for benovnlBncea. 
TliB beneToknt widow. His gentle Bishiona towards the rich citizeua. 
The atatutu against benevolences. 

It was fortimate for the ri^h bourgeoisie of the time of 
Edward IV. that the attempt made iu 1463 to obtain 
a new roll of the names of pereoDs possessed of pro- 
perty ^ failed to succeed ; for the king, later on in the 
reign, drew considerable sums of money from the rich 
merchants, traders, and persons of that class, by de- 
mauds for assistance from their well- filled coITers, a 
not very novel means of obtaining revenue, whenever 
a king's popularity justified the attempt. 

The Jews had, imtil expelled from the kingdom, 
proved an excellent milch cow to the king ; and subse- 
quently, particularly during the reigns of the kings of 
the Ilouse of Lancaster, the king had drawn largely from 
the vast resources of a church which had acquired, by 
vaiious means, a fourth part, at the least, of the lands 
of the kingdom. Tlie popidarity of Edward in London 
and the towns made him successful in his applications 
for aid to the bourgeois ; and his demands for benevo- 
lences mark an important rise in riches of the mer- 
chants and trading dass. 

' Aule, p. 149, 



i 



Soiiietimes he applied, personally, to the rich for 
aid ; sometimes, by letters, and sometimes, by means of 
commissioners, in the manner used in former times for 
the tallages on the tenants of demesne. The first 
method is amusingly illustrated in the case of the 
benevolent widow of the well-known story. Edward, 
one of the handsomest men of the age until worn out 
by debauchery, was, moreover, a particidar favourite 
with the ladies ; and this rich widow, when he asked 
her for a benevolence, gave him 20/. down at once, 
saying; — 'By my troth, for thy lovely countenance 
thou shalt have even 20/.' The king, who had 'looked 
for scarce half that sum, thanked her, and lovinglie 
kissed her,' gaining her heart — and pui'se, for she 
doubled the benevolence, paying another 20/., either 
' because she esteemed the kiss of a king so precious a 
jewele,' or ' because the flavour of his breath did so 
comfort her stomach.' ' 

This pretty conceit, as Holinshed tenns it, is, of 
course, but a trifle of fiscal history ; it is more to the 
purpose to note that it arose in the collection of a 
benevolence from ' the wealthiest sort of people in the 
realm,' and that the king ' used such gentle fashions 
toward them, with freendlie praier of their assistance 
in his necessitie, that they could not otherwise doo, but 
fi-auklie and freelie yield and give him a reasonable 
and competent siimme.' While some notion of the 
manner in which these gentle fashions were used to- 
wards the citizens of London, who were, as might be 
expectctl, the principal contributors, may be formed 
' ILiU. 
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from thedeacription given of an entertainment provided 
by tlie king for tlie mayor and aldermen. The mayor 
■was ' a merchant of wondrous adventures into many 
and sundry coimtrios, by reason whereof the king had 
yearly of him notable sums of money for his customs, 
beside other pleasures that he had shown unto the 
king before times,' and, with tlie aldermen, he is enter- 
tained by the king in the forest of Waltham in lodges 
of green boughs ; wheu, after dining with great cheer, 
and hunting of red and fallow deer, the festivities end 
with a present of harts, bucks and a tun of wine for 
the wives of the aldermen. 

In fact, riches were rapidly increasing in the king- 
dom ; the rich paid but a very small quota to the 
oi'dinary taxes ; and no great harm to them or injustice 
wiis done in any moderate request for additional aid 
from their well-filled purses. No doubt these sort of 
proceedings were dangerous, as capable of extension 
into a system of obtaining mouey without any parlia- 
mentary, gi'ant ; and no doubt Edward's levy of bene- 
volences for the operations in Scotland formed a 
considerable step towards general exaction ; but his 
undiminislied popularity with the towns to tlie end 
proves that benevolences in his reign were not felt aa 
a general liardship. 

Tlie severe terms in which they were condemned 
in the statute against benevolencra in the first parlia- 
ment of Eichard HI. were probably due to a desire of 
the king to prop up a shaky title to the throne by a 
popular measure; nor do they greatly exceed the 
usual expression of the views of an incoming govern- 
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nicnt with reference to the taxes of their predecessors, 
which are generally stigmatised as hated imposts, 
forming an intolerable burden with wtiich the people 
have been oppressed. 

The statute runs as follows : — 

The king 'remembering how the commons of this 
his realm, by new and unlawful inventions and inordi- 
nate covetise against the law of his realm, have been 
put to great thraldom and importable charges and ex- 
actions, and in especial by a new imposition called a 
benevolence, whereby, divers years, the subjects and 
commons of this land against their wills and freedoms, 
have paid great sums of money to then- almost utter 
desti'uction ; (2), For divers and many worshipful men 
of this realm, by occasion thereof, had been compelled 
by necessity to break up their households and to hve in 
great peniuy and wretchedness, their debts unpaid, and 
their children unpreferred, and such memorials as were 
ordained to be done for the wealth of their souls 
anentised and annulled, to the great displeasure of God, 
and the destruction of the realm ; (3), Therefore the 
king will it be ordained, by the advice and assent, 
&c, : — that his subjects and the commonalty of this his 
realm from henceforth in no wise bo charged by any 
such charge, exaction, or imposition, called a benevo- 
lence, nor by any such like charge ; (4), And that such 
exactions, called benevolences, before this time taken, 
be taken for no example to make such or any like 
charge of any of his said subjects of this realm here- 
after, but it shall be damned and annulled for ever.' ^ 
' ] Rith. in. c. 2. 
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But, only a few years before this a chronicler, who 
had considerable knowledge of England, was noting 
down in his Memoirs the results of his personal observa- 
tion in different countries. There are many melancholy 
pictures of the exiles in consequence of the wars of the 
Koses ; relations of kings, in want and rags ; and Plan- 
tagenets begging their bread in the train of the duke 
of Burgundy. But of the people of England, Philippe 
de Commynes writes : — * Or, selon mon advis, entre 
toutes les seigneuries du monde dont j'ay congnoissance, 
oil la chose pubUcque est mieulx traictee, ou regne 
moins de viollence sur le peuple . . . c'est Angle- 
terre/ ^ In England, of all countries I know, the 
people are the least oppressed of any. 

^ M€moires, Dupont, i. 231, ii. 142. 
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THE CUSTOMS SUBSIDIES OF WOOL, SKINS AND LEATHER, 
TUSNAGE ON WINE AND POUNDAGE ON GOODS. 

Life grunts of the Hubfiidies to the Tudor sorereigna. Additional duty 
on malmsey in 1490. Commencement of tlio protective or mercanlile 
system. Yield of the customa revenue in the reign of Henry VIII, 
Increase in the price of goods. Queen Mary's imposts. The book of 
I'ntes. Loss of the Calais duties. Enactments, in 1668, ttgainst 
frauds in tile customs. Queen Elizabeth's booi of rotes, 1686, In- 
crease in the yield of the customs revenue. 

All the sovereigns of the house of Tudor received 
life grants of the customs subsidies on wool, skins and 
leatJier, tunnage, and poundage. ' Your noble great- 
grandfather of worthy memory, king Henry VII.,' 
recites the Act that embodied the grant of tunnage 
and poundage subsequently to James I., 'the noble 
king of famous memory, kiug Henry VIII. ; the late 
king of worthy memory, king Edward VI. ; the late 
queen Mary, and the late renowned sovereign lady 
queen Elizabeth, had and enjoyed unto them, by au- 
thority of parhament, for the defence of the realm aud 
the keeping and safeguard of the seas for the intercourse 
of merchandise safely to come into and pass out of 
the same, certain sums of money named subsidies, of 
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all manner of gooila and mercliantlisc coming into or 
gouig out of the realm.' '■ 

In addition to these, Heury VII. received, in 
1490, the seventh year of his reign, a grant of a 
special duty on malmsey ^ imported, by any merchant 
stranger, from Crete, In this island, then called Candia, 
the Venetians, who were the originators of the system 
of protection known subsequently aa the protective 
or mercantile system, and to whom the island then 
belonged, had recently imposed new ditties on mer- 
chandise imjiorted. Our duty on malmsey was rotaha- 
tory. Lnposed at the rate of I85. the butt, with a 
provision that every butt should contain 126 gallons, 
and be sold for 41., it was to continue ' until the 
Venetians should abate their new impositions of four 
ducats at Candy,' ^ and thus fonned a first step in the 
international war of tiuiffa which, in future years 
adopted as a system, fills so large a space in the pages 
of our fiscal history. 

An improvement in the yield of the customs in the 
first part of the reign of Henry VIII. was followed, 
towards the close of the reign, by a considerable de- 
crease ; while the revenue continued to decrease in 
relative value in consequence of the general advance 
in the price of all merchandise. When it is bome in 
mind that between the date of the taking of Mexico, 

' Tnnnfljfe 3*. and poundage 1«., i.e. 6 per cent. Vrt. Ttoils, vi, 208 ; 
Gilbert, Eich. p. 286, and e Hen. \7II.c. 14; 1 Rdw. VI. c. 13; 1 Mar. 
aeMn. 2. C. 18 ; 1 Eliii. c. 20. 

* The duke of Olarence, it will he I'emoinljeipd, had, ni'conlinir to 
Tlolitwhed s story, Ijeeii 'piivilie cliv>wiipd in tlic Tnwor" in a Inill. i.r 
mftlmjflv, Ura ' ' r llt-nrv VII. c. 8. 



UNDER THE TUDORS. CUSTOMS. 11)5 

I 1521, and the discovery of the mines jit Poto.si in 
1545, no less than fifteen niillions and three qnarters, 
it lias been estimated, were added to tlie thirty-four or 
thirty-five millions which, before that, constituted tlie 
store of the precious metals,^ we may cease to look 
further for an explanation of that advance in the ]irice 
of all merchandise of which bishop Latimer complained 
iu his sermon before Edward VI. at Saint Paul's, 
January 17, 154S : Not only had rent enormously 
increased, as no one knew better than himself, the son 
of a small farmer ; but also ' at merchants' hands no 
kynde of ware could be had except we gave for it too 
much,' that is to say, except at what appeared to hhii 
to be an excessive price. 

Queen Mary, by order in council, laid an impost 
upon sliort cloth, with a view to prevent evasions of 
the subsidy on wool, and also, in 1556, an impost 
u\-toQ. French wines, of 40s. the tun. In her reign the 
old system of rating merchandise, for tlie poundage, 
upon the value as sworn by the merchant, was super- 
seded by a Book of Rates, in which were specified the 
values at which goods of difierent sorts were to be 
rated for the customs. This book was published pro- 
bably soon after the capture of Calais by the due de 
Guise, in 1558, when it became necessary to obtain 
some compensation from the customs in England for 
the loss of the Calais duties.^ 

The publication of a book of rates was followed, 
in the first year of the reign of queen Elizabeth, by 
stringent enactments against smuggling and fi'audideut 

■ Jacxjb. Ptet. Mel, ii. 51!. ^ liilliurt, lixi:!!. p. 22.\ 
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practices in the customs departmpnt. ' This ancieut 
revenue,' the Act recites, 'annexed and united to the 
imperial crown, had, in the time of Edward III. and 
other the queen's most noble progenitors, amounted 
to great and notable sums of money. Till of late 
years many greedy and covetous persons, did daily 
by conveying their merchandise out of creeks aud 
places where no customer was resident, or through the 
negligence or corruption of the customer, searcher or 
other officer, where they were resident, as well as by 
divers other fraudulent, undue, aud subtle practices and 
devices,' import and export goods ' without payment or 
agreeing for the payment of the customs and subsidies 
theretofore due. By these practices,' the Act con- 
tinues, 'the revenue had been much impaired and 
diminished, to the great burden and charge of the 
subjects, who by occasion thereof, liad of late years 
been more chained with subsidies aud payment for the 
supplement of the said loss and damage than else they 
should have been.' ' 

The report to the Venetian senate, of Michiel, the 
Venetian ambassador to the court of qiieen Mary, en 
the state of England, in 1557, is signally confirmatorj-, 
as regards the customs revenue, of the recital to this 
Act. This branch of the revenue, he writes, would be 
very productive, considering the great amount of 
imports and exports, if it were differently collected 
and administered. The greater part is wasted in 
donations or lost by the pilfering of those who are 
employed ; for of 200,000/. and nioi-e which it is said 
' lEliz.j 1558, C-. 11. 
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J produce anuiially in the common course, the fourth 
part scarcely reaches the royal treasury, the remamder 
is consumed by tlie espenses of collecting and the 
persons employed in the business.' 

Queen Elizabeth followed the precedent in the reij,m 
of her sister in a special impost set by her upon sweet 
wines; and later on in the reign, Oct. 1586, a new 
Book of Kates was published. In this book, which 
referred to the Act that granted tunnage and poundage 
to queen Mary for life, and mentioned a former book of 
rates, the various commodities were stated in alpha- 
betical order, and valued according to the real price. 
And about this time sir Thomas Smith, by whom the 
revenue had been farmed, was called to account and 
required to refund a part of the profits he had received, 
and the revenue, which previously had been no more 
than 24,000^., increased, in 1590, to 50,000^. This 
tbnned the commencement of a rapid and continuous 
increase, and the yield reached, aa we shall see, 
127,000/. in 1G04. 

' EUi3. Orig. Lett. vi. 217. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE DIRECT TAXES, INCLUDING FIFTEENTHS AND TENTHS, 
POLL TASE3 AND THE GENERAL SUBSIDIES. 



KINGS HENRY VII. AND HENRY VIIL 

Cotitinued grants of fifteentlia and tentlia. Arersion of the people to 
new tiixea. The tax for the archers, in 14SS, results in a revolt in 
YoTlishire and Durham, The poll tas of 1513. Its fuilure. Grunt 
of n subsidy. Practice of grantinfi: fifteenths and tenths and a aub- 
rfdy together. The parliament of 1523. Wolsey demanda a fiftli 
from lands and ^ooda to produce 800,000f. in four years. Grant of a 
subsidy. The survey of 1622. Attempt, in 152G, to exact a alxth. 
The aeven years' parliament, 1520-36. Abolition of firat-friiitg and 
tenths to the pope, and peter-pence and other exactioua. The legisla- 
tive power of convocation is abolished. Grant of the first-fruits and 

I tentlis to the hing. Grant of a subsidy for the wai's in Scotland and 
Ireland and new havens at Calais and Dover. Dissolution of the 
leaser monitsMries and nunneries in 153G. The new court of aug- 
mentations. Dieaoloition of the great abbeys and monasteries in 
1639. Resumption of (he lands of tbe Iloapitallera in 1640. The 
new courts of wards, of flrst-fi-uits and tenths and uf the surveyors- 
general. Subsidy for tlie king's marriage. Subsidy for the espedi- . 
tion to Fiance in 1644. 

TuE old system of grants of fifteenths and tenths 
continued in use under the sovereigns of ttie House 
of Tudor, and for some time any attempt to intro- 
duce any novel form of taxation invariably ended in 
failure. 

This was the case in 1488, the fourth year of 
Henry VII., when the king received in February, for 
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the espetlitiou to assist the duke of Brittany agsuust 
France, a grant of an army of 10,000 arcliers. 

Tlie lords made a separate grant, of a tentli, for 
a year, to be continued for two years more, shoidd the 
expedition be prolonged. But this was not to be 
taken for an example or precedent — ' considering that 
tliere never was before that time any like grant made.' 

The commons granted a sum of 75,000/. towards 
the maintenance of the archers, to be levied partly in 
the same manner as the grant for the archera in 1472, 
viz., by — An income tax of 10 per cent, from all free- 
holdera : — on the issues and profits of all manner of 
lordships, castles, manors, lands, tenements, rents, fees, 
annuities, offices, corodies, pensions and fee farms ; and 
partly by — A tax on moveables, to which every person 
having goods or chattels to the value of 10 marks and 
upwards was charged at the rate of 20rf. the 10 marks. 
The apparel of the taxpayer, his wife and his house- 
hold, his necessary household utensils and stidT, coined 
money, plate suited to his degree, and ships using the 
sea and their tackling, were excepted ; but the charge 
included specifically aU the goods of merchants, vic- 
tuallers, artificers, retailers, innholders, brewers, up- 
holsterers, goldsmiths, jewellers, and occupiers of any 
goods or chattels by way of buying, selling, uttering 
or taking any profit by the same. The taxes were 
to be assessed by royal commissioners, and the collec- 
tion was to be in the hands of persons appointed by 
them. And the counties of Northumberland, Cumber- 
land, and Wcritmoreland were exempted from the 
grants. 
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The yield of the tasea granted by tlie commons, as 
rcpreaented by the sums returned from the shires for 
■which the commissioners returned certificates, and an 
estimate for the shires for which no certificates were 
returned, was reckoned, in Februniy 1489, to be no 
more than '27,000/. And the king then released the 
commona from the remainder of the 75,000/., on 
receiving a grant of a fifteenth and tenth with the 
usual deduction for decayed towns.^ 

The unpopularity of this ' new-found subsidy,' as 
Coke terms it, in Yorkshire and Durham, counties 
where feelings in favour of the Yorkist party still ran 
high, led to resistance against the commissioners, and 
when the unpopidar fourth earl of Northumberland 
endeavoured to carry out in an arrogant and high- 
handed manner the orders to assist the commissioners 
he had received, his house was attacked and he himself 
was slain.' 

The tax for the archers in 1488 was the sole 
attempt at innovation in direct taxation in the reign ; 
for the Cornish rebelhon relating to taxation, in 1497, 
when the rebels marched under lord Audley to London, 
and were defeated at Blackheath, arose not from the 
novelty of the tax imposed, but from an unwillingness 
on the part of the Cornish people to pay any tax for an 
expedition to Scotland, for which, in their view, a 
scutage or land tax on the knight's fee was the consti- 
tutional form of tax. 

In 1513, the fourth year of Henry VIII., the year 
of his expedition to France and the battle of the Spurs, 
' I'M, Rolls, vi. 431, iae. " lloliiiBhod, iii. i'.r2. 
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a poll tax was imposed. The rates were : — For dukes, 
10 marks, 6/. 13s. id. ; earls, il. and barons, 2L, 

charges the same as those in the poll tax of 1379. For 
every knight or man worth 800^. in goods, 3Us ; every 
man who had 40«. in wages. Is., and every other man 
of 15 years of age and upwards, 4d.^ This tax 
appears to have provoked little opposition. The 
charges were light, and the tax was probably very 
loosely assessed, for it produced not one-third of the 
amount expected. Estimated to produce 160,000^,, it 
yielded actually but 50,000/. 

The deficiency, 110,000/., was granted to the king 
in 1514, to be paid by means of a general subsidy of 
6(/. in the pound, and, if required, a second subsidy of 
the same amount. But as the first subsidy produced 
only 45,637/, IBs. Sd., in order to complete the 
110,000/., it was found necessary not only to raise the 
second subsidy, but also to gi'iuit, in addition, a whole 
fifteenth and tenth. 

From this time dates the practice of granting in 
supplement to tenths and fifteenths, and in the same 
Act, a general subsidy of the kind granted in 1514, 

From 1515 to 1522 there was no parliament. 
When the next parliament was summoned, Wolsey at 
once apphed to the commons for a grant to the king 
towards the expenses of the wars with Scotland and 
France. He had already obtained, though not without 
considerable difficulty, a grant from the bishops and 
clergy of half of their spiritual revenues for a ycar,^ 

1 itll uud »i;i(.'iil(ir biabupi'ii's, cathtdrid luid 
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' aubsiJUim se estendens ad medietatem sivc nicdiam 
partem valoris omnium fructuum, redditiuim, et prn- 
ventuura possessioniim uniiis anni,' to be paid in five 
years, and now requested from the laity a fifth of gootls 
and lauds to be paid in four years, which would pro- 
duce, according to a survey of the kingdom made in 
the previous year, 800,000?. in the four years, the 
amount required for the king. 

The commona hesitated to make so large a grant. 
* The king,' it was urged, ' had already from them, by 
way of loan, 2.s. in the pound, which amounted tq 
400,000/., and now, were he to have 4s., he would 
have, in the whole, 1,200,000/., which, first and last, 
was Gs. in the pound and almost a tliird of every man's 
goods. Such an amount could not be had in coin iii 
the whole kingdom, for it was known that in general 
the fifth of men's goods was not in money and plate 
but in stock and cattle.' After much debate and conten- 
tion it was agreed to ofi"er 25. in the pound from persons 
having 20/. and upwards ; 1.9. from persons having 
from 21. to 20/.; and a groat tax, viz. 4d. for every 
head of sixteen years old, for persons having imder 21.; 
the subsidy to be paid in two years. Subsequently, 
upon the motion of sir John Hussey, those who had 
50/. in land and upwards, first, consented to give l.f. 
more, to bo paid in the third year ; and afterwards, 
another Is. to be paid in the fourth year. After a 
great debate and a curious division in wliich the 

coll«giat« cliurches, diguiliea, h<)8pit.i)s, mooostcriea, iLbbeys, priories, 
and other religinua housuH, uud also all otlii^r kindiioriicckiiiBstJciil bi'nu- 
iioea and possessioDB. For theiwitaluiidlbrmaf Kriiul,iit-oBiiriiot,iv. 13, 
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citizens and biirgessea voted on one side, against the 
kuights on the other, it was ultimately arranged that 
tlie grant made by the 50^. landowners should be 
extended to all persona worth 50^. in goods, and 
that the 4s. in the pound shoidd be paid in four 
years.* 

The survey of 1522 is lost. It appears to have 
been carefully taken and, as originally intended, the 
returns were to have been made upon oath ; but this 
was ' thought grievous to them of the city of London, 
where the cardinal first moved it, so that they alleged 
many reasons why they judged themselves sore dealt 
with, and, in the end, they brought in their billes, which 
were received upon their honesties,' ^ that is to say, the 
returns were allowed upon honour without any verifica- 
tion by oath. This circumstance and the absence of 
complaints regarding the estimate of Wolsey lead to 
the conclusion that it was not an excessive estimate. 
No doubt upon anything like a fair assessment o£ 
property, As. in the pound from land and goods should 
have produced, in the third decade of the sixteentli 
century, at the least, 800,000?. 

The actual produce of the subsidy of 1523 is not 
known, but probably fell short of the expected j-ield ; 
for in 1526 an attempt was made to help the king out 
of the pockets of his subjects without recom-sc to a 
parliament. Commissions were sent into the various 
counties for levying a sixth from the goods of the laity 
and a fourth from the goods of the clergy. But the 
people, alleging their poverty and the illegality of the 
' Hal), Par, Ilbt. i. 4SS. ' Xloliiialiod, ili. 880. 
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cominisfiions, resentetl these arbitrary proceedinga to 
such a degi'ee that a rebellion appeared imminent, and 
eventually, when things began to look formidable in 
London, Kent, and Suffolk, it was resolved to disavow 
the whole proceeding, and the king sent letters all over 
England declaring that he would ask nothing of the 
people but by way of benevolence.^ 

After an interval of about six years without a par- 
liament, the seven years' parliament met in November 
15:^9.^ Many of ita transactions were of considerable 
fiscal importance. 

In 1533 the payment of first-fruits and tentlis of 
ecclesiastical benefices, a tribute to the pope of Eome 
which had originated in the times of the crusades 
and since had been paid with greater or leas regularity, 
was prohibited.^ Peter-pence and other ' intolerable 
exactions of the pope of Eorae of great sums of money 
whereby the subjects of the realm, by many years past 
had been, and yet were greatly decayed and im- 
poverished ' were abolished.* And the clergy were 
prohibited from making laws binding on themselves in 



' Par. Hist. i. 490, and see post, p, 203. 

' Hitlierto, as a general rule, it bod been the practice not to continiw 
a parliament for more tlian one year. 

' 26IIen. VIII. c. aO. 

* The list of these Biactiona giren in the Act is a, long one : they 
consisted as well in pensions, censes, peter-pence, prociira lions, fruits, 
suits fur provisions, and expeditions of bulls for ftccbbish optics and 
bishoprics, and for delegacies and reeeripls in causes of contentions and 
appeab, jurisdictions legatine, and also for dispensations, licenses, faculties, 
grants, relaxatjons, writs called perinde valere, rehabilitations, abotitioss, 
and other infinite sorts of bulls, breeves, and instruments of sundry na- 
tures, names, and kinds . . , 'the specialities whereof were over loii^, 
lar^innuniber,and tedious fnrinsertion'in the Act. SS Hen, VtIL C. SI* , 
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convocation, without the consent of the king ' ; so that 
in future, a deiical grant of a subsidy teas always siib- 
mitted to parliament for confirmation. 

In the nest year, 1534, the first-fruits and tentlis 
were extended to every benefice and spiritual hving, 
but upon the old assessment of 1291,^ which was in 
many places not a tenth part, and in most not above 
a fifth part, of the true value of benefices, and were 
granted to the king as supreme head of the church. 

The king, on receiving this grant, remitted part of a 
clerical subsidy not yet fully paid.^ But twelve years 
liad passed since tlie grant of the last lay subsidy he 
had received ; he had been at great charges in the last 
war with Scotland, and also in fortifying Calais and in 
the war with Ireland, In consideration of these ex- 
penses, and also because he intended ' to bring the 
wilful, wild, and unreasonable people of Ireland to 
order and obedience,' build forts on the marches of 
Scotland for the protection of the Border, amend the 
haven at Calais, and make a new haven at Dover, he 
now received a grant of a fifteenth and tenth and a 
subsidy, to be paid in three years.* 

In this parfiament the dissolution of the monasteries 
was commenced. The king was in want of money for 
the expenses incurred to fortify and secure the kingdom 
against any ambitious designs of Charles V., now the 
r of the most powerful navy in the world, and 



' 25 Hen. VIII. c. 10. 

^ TliB BsaBBsmeiit of pope Nicolas IV. 

' 300,000/. from the province of OantBrbury and ]R,840i.O». lOrf. from 
the province of York to be paid in tiTe years. BO Hen, VHI. c. 3, 
' 20 Ilea. VIII. c. 10. 
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was anxious to continue Wolsey'a educational policy 
■in the foundation of new scats of learning, and to In- 
crease the number of bishoprics; while the principles 
upon which the monasteries existed were antagonistic 
to those of the Reformation, and it was obvious that 
the abolition of tlie smaller class of these institutions, 
which were maintained by means of superstitions con- 
cerning relics of saints, pilgrimages, and prayers for 
the dead, was involved in the process of reform. 

In these circumstances it was determined to take 
a further step in the resumption, for the benefit of the 
kingdom, of part of the enorraous portion of England 
that had passed into mortmain contrary to the true 
principles of the law of the land, and continue the 
course commenced in 1415 in regard to the lands of the 
alien priories, and lately resumed by Wolaey in his 
appropriation of the lands of the suppressed convents 
to the foundation of Christ Church at Oxford. There 
was no difficulty in making out a case against the lesser 
monasteries and nunneries, which, in the absence of any 
effective supervision, had decayed into abodes of idle- 
ness and sensuahty. Commissioners were appointed to 
investigate their condition and report thereon, and in 
the result, all monasteries and nunneries with an in- 
come not over 200/. a year were dissolved, and thdp 
lands, now without an owner, wore granted by parlia- 
ment to the king,^ with a new court of the augmenta- 
tions of the revenue, established for the management 
of this property. 

These proceedings were followed by the great 
' 27 He". VIII. c. 2!^. 
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northern rebellion known as ' tlie pilgrimage of grace,' 
which there was strong reason to suppose, received 
substantial assistance from several of the great abbota;' 
and this rebellion hastened the fate of the remaining 
greater abbeys and monasteries, which the king now 
decided, irrevocably, to suppress. After the rebellion 
was over, a new visitation was oi-dered ; but as it was 
an object witli the king to ease off the business and 
obtain, where possible, from the houses a voluntary 
submission to tliat which was inevitable, the affair 
was not hastened. A prudent delay in the proceedings 
enabled many of the monks to make away with much 
of the plate and other moveable property of those in- 
stitutions, and many of the abbots and priors, abbesses 
and prioresses and others interested, to deiive con- 
siderable sums from fines paid for grants and renewals 
of leases of lands for long terms at small rents. After 
which many of them surrendered their houses and 
lauds, by deed under their covent or common seal, to 
the king, his heirs aud succeasors. This doubtful title 
received parliamentary confirmation in 1539, when the 
remaining abbeys and monasteries were dissolved and 
the houses and lands they had lately held were granted 
by parliament to the king.^ 

This was followed, in the next year, by a grant to 

' One of the demaDds of tlie □ rgsDts was for the re]eAae of the 
last subsidj ; and the motika p bl shed Btoriea amoiig them of the 
increamng burden of the kl % s gi eromect and made them believe tliat 
impositions would be laid upon eve »th ig that was either boiig-ht or 
sold, in short, terrified the people with the prospect of a continental 
excise.— Burnet, i. m?, 309. 

^ !il Hen. Vm.c. 13. 
VOL. 1. ,V 
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the king of tlie lands of the Hospitallers. On this" 
order, that of St. John of Jerusalem, the lands of the 
Templars had been conferred when the order of the 
Temple was tlissolved after the loss of Acre, to main- 
tain them as an advanced post against the crescent, 
at Khodes, wliich they had recently taken from the 
Turks. For more than two centuries they had held 
the island, but recently, in 1522, L'lle Adam, their 
grand master, had been compelled to surrender to the 
overwhelming force of Solyman. The remnant of the 
order, settled in Malta in 1530 by Charles V., still 
maintained their connection with the pope of Home. 
On the ground that it was ' dangerous to jiermit 
within the realm any religion being sparks, leaves, and 
imps (shoots) of the said root of iniquity," and that ' it 
would be better that their possessions in this realm 
should rather be employed and spent within the realm 
for the defence and surety of the same, than converted 
to and among such unnatural subjects,' the lands of the 
Hospitallers were, after provision had been made for 
the two priors and certain of the confreres, revested 
by parliament in the king.' 

In 1640-1 three new courts were established for 
the regulation of different branches of the king's 
revenue : the court of wards, for the HujierintendencG 
of the feudal revenue ;^ the court of first-fruits and 
TEKTHS ;^ and the court of the surveyors- general of the 
king's lands, which superseded the sherifis in their 
function of bailiffs of the king.* The court first men- 
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tiouetl coutinuwl to exist until the outbreak of the civil 
war; while that last mentioned and the court of the 
augmentations established in 153(>^ were subsequently 
determined bj the king and merged in a new court of 
AUGMENTATIONS AND BEVENUES of the crown which he 
created by letters patent. This act received in the 
reign of his son parliamentary confirmatiou,"'' and, in 
the reign of queen Mary, the court was annexed to 
tlie court of exchequer. 

Vast amns were now spent by the king in buildings, 
havens, bulwarks and other forts for the defence of the 
coast; and in recompense for his great chargen in this 
respect, and in acknowledgment of the great liberty 
they enjoyed by being delivered from the usurpations 
of the bishops of Home, the province of Canterbury 
made a grant, in 1540, of a subsidy of 4s. in the 
pound OQ all ecclesiastical benefices, to be paid in two 
years. The grant received, subsequently, the requisite 
parhamentnry confirmation, by an Act which extended 
to such sums as should be subsequently granted by the 
province of York.' 

No great permanent benefit resulted to tlie revenue 
from the lands of the monasteries and the Hospitallers. 
Almost all the smaller monasteries, priories and other 
religious houses were granted out, on very easy terms, 
with the demesnes or lands in hand, to the gentrj' in 
the several counties, as residences, on the contlition of 
keeping up hospitality there ; They were to maintain 
' an honest continual house and household in the same,' 

' Ante, p. 17a. '= 7 Edw. VI. c. 2. 

' Buraet, i. 452 ; 33 nen. VUt c. 23. 
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and cont.imu? tlie tilbge of tlie demesiies.' IVofusG 
grants of lands were made, generally with a reserva- 
tion of a small perpetual rent, to nobles, favourites of 
tlio king, and the gentry or courtiers who were able to 
make interest with Cromwell. Many lands were ex- 
changed away on terms very advantageous to those 
who received them. While a considerable portion 
were devoted to the foundation of six new bishojirics ; 
and some were sold at a low price. In short, by gift, 
grant, exchange or sale, most of the lands of the 
monasteries and the Hospitallei's passed, soon after the 
acquisition of them by the king, away from the crown 
into the hands of subjects; and t!ie money received 
for the lands sold was expended, at once, upon forts 
and harbours and the improvement of the highways. 
Some lands were, indeed, retained by the king; but 
most of these, in consequence of the long leases that 
had been granted, only fell into the possession of the 
crown towards the end of the reign of queen Ehzabeth 
or the commencement of the reign of James 1. 

But the people, not fidly aware of these facts, 
hardly expected that, almost immediately after such an 
apparently enormous accession of I'evenue, the king 
woidd apply to parliament for a grant; and when in 
1540 he requested a subsidy towards the expenses of 
his apjiroaching marriage with Catherine Howard, he 
obtained it with difficulty. If the king was already in 
want, it was observed, after the acquisition of so vast 
an income as that from the sale of the abbey lands, 
especially being engaged in no war, there would be no 

' 27 Han. Vlll. c. 26, b. 0, rep. 1C33, 21 Jac. I. c. 28. 



UNDER THE TUDOIia. DtllEUT TAXES. 181 

(.■irI of his necessities, oor woukl it be possible for his 
sLibjiicts to supply theui,' Nevei'theless a grant was 
eventually made of four fifteentlis and tenths, and a 
subsidy of 1*. in the pound on lands and 6(/. in the 
pound on goods.* 

The last subsidy received by the king was that for 
his expedition to France in 1544. Ilia proceedings 
were up to the standard of his usual magnificence. He 
crossed the channel in a ship with sails of cloth of gold, 
and, notwithstanding his enormous size, appeared on 
horseback surrounded by a mj^niticent retiuue at the 
taking of Boulogne. The expedition is said to have cost 
1,340,000^., and towards the expenses the king received 
from parliament the largest subsidy ever yet grantetT, 
viz. two fifteenths and tentha and a full or entire sub- 
sidy, as it was termed, viz. 4s. in the pound on lands 
and 28. Sd. on goods, with a clerical subsidy, confirmed 
in the usual way, of Gs. in the pound, to be paid iu 
two years.* 

Moreover, as the chauntiies, colleges, and free 
chapels were rapidly making away with their move- 
ables, and, iu imitation of the abbeys and monas- 
teries, freely granting upon long leases at small rents 
lauds they did not long expect to retain, and appro- 
priating tlie fines they received, the lands of these 
institutions were now placed by parliament in the dis- 
position of the king.* They were, in his son's reign, 
devoted principally to the foundation of grammar 

I llurnet, i. 453. 

^ 3.7 lieu. VIII. tc. -'1, 
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schools, after provision had been made for life interests ^ 
— ^interests to which, it may be observed, greater regard 
than is usually supposed had been shown, on the redis- 
tribution of lands consequent upon the dissolution of 
the monasteries and the oi'der of the Hospitallers. 

» 1 Edw. VI. c. 14, 1647. 



KING EDWAED VI. AKD QUEENS MARV AND ELIZABETH. 

Debt left by Henrj \'III. The siibeidy on sheep and wool Lii 1548, re- 
pealed iu 1549. Orant of iifteeiithe and teutlia and a nubsidy in 
1553. The subsidy is released by queen Mnry. The nmrqais of Win- 
chester lord treastirer. Oraiita to the queen iu 1555 and 1557. The 
debt at the accession of Klizabeth. The ' wasting of traaauni ' that 
had occuired. Restoration of the first-fruits and tenths to the crown. 
Grant of two Kfteentlis and tenths, and a, subsidy for the war with 
France and the recovery of (Jalais. Tba econonucal policy of the 
queen. Grants in 1563 and 1506. Grant, ia 1570, of two afieeiitba 
and tenths and a subsidy for tlie expenses uf suppressing the rebellion 
in the north. Inadequate yield of the subsidies voted in 1575, An 
additiau made to the usual grant. Poraimony of the commons. 
Limited gi'ants iii 1681, 1585, and 1587. Grant for tlie defence of 
the country against the Armada of four fifteenths and tenths and two 
subsidies, Benewed parsimony of tlui commons. The lords refuse, 
in 1502, to assent to a less grant tJion tiiee subsidies. Sii tifteenllia 
and tenths and three subsidies granted. A simiior grant mode in 
1597. Produce of a subsidy ouly 80,000/. Grant for the war with 
Spain in 1601. Debat« in the commons. Eight fifteenths and tenths 
and four subsidies gi'ant«d. The Acta for tlie subsidies. The (iructice 
iu assessment. The reason for the small yield. 

King Henry VIII., who had commenced his reigti 
witli nearly two millions of savings accmnulated by his 
father, and ' ample revenue wherewith to embellish 
state,' left, on his decease in 1547, a revenue consider- 
ably diminished by his alienations of demesne, and no 
small amoimt of debt to be paid by his succeBsor. 
Hertford, now duke of Somei-set and protector, was 
soon coinpelled to apply to jmrliament for a grant to 
the yonng kiuy 'for ihu puri>ose of mitking a mass of 
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money to relieve aud maintain the great charges of 
preparations matte to meet any foreign power.' Tlie 
clergy granted 3*. in the pound, jiayable in three 
years; and the laity, a fantastic siibeidy — from his 
]ioor servants and 'little flock' to their 'little shep- 
herd,' as the king is termed in the subsidy Act, 
cliarged upon sheep, at tlie rate of Stf. for every ewe, 
2d. for every wether, and l},d. for every slieep kept 
on a common, and upon cloth at the I'ate of Sd. in 
the pound upon the value of all cloth made for sale 
in England, together with a subsidy on goods.^ 

This taxation of aheep and cloth may have been 
due to the strong feelings prevalent at the time against 
the conversion of tilled lands into pasture and the in- 
closure and appropriations of the common fields, which 
found their expression soon after this in the disastrous 
rebellion in Norfolk. For a large part of England had 
recently been converted into vast jiaatiire farms, to the 
detriment of many fonnei'ly engaged in agricultural 
labour and in infringement of the riglits of the com- 
moners ; and this was mainly due to the great profit 
that Cometh of sheep,^ sheep being, as the author of 
the 'Book of Husbandry' wrote in 1534, 'the most 
l)rofitablest cattel that man can have.' 

This ciu'ioua subsidy was payable in three years ; 
but in the next year, the charge upon sheep and clotli 
was cancelled, and the subsidy continued only so far 
as it julated to goods, with an addition of 1*. in the 
poimd on goods, aliens to jHiy a double rale.^ 



2&S Edw. VI, < 



' See lio Ubu. Vlll. C. 13. 
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The history of the uusiiccessfiil goveninitut of 
SoQiL-raetj which ended m hia fall, is summed u[), from 
im adverse point of view, in the preamble to the nest 
subsidy Act, wliich charges the late protector (who had 
been executed, on chargea of felony, in Jauuary, 1552) 
with involviog the king in war, wasting his treasure, 
involving him in much debt, embasing the coin, and 
having given occasion to a most terrible rebellion,^ and 
iu fact, was a long accusation of Somerset prompted by 
the duke of Northumberland and liis party.^ 

The subsidy granted consisted of a confirmation of 
a clericiil grant of 6s. in the pound to be paid in three 
years, and two fifteenths and tenths and a subsidy from 
the temporality, to be paid in two yeara ;' and the 
grant was made in consideration of the great debt the 
king was left in by hia father, the loss he piit himself to 
in reforming the coin, and ' because his temper was 
found to be wholly set for the good of his subjects and 
not for eniieliing himself.'^ 

But Edward did not live to fulfil the promise of 
a beneficent reign given by his youthful abihty and 
amiable disposition — ' ostendent terris hunc tantum 
faUi, neque ultra esse sinent;' he died before the 
subsidy was collected, and his sister, on her accession 
to the tlirone, released the lay subsidy by letters patent, 
an act which subsequently received confirmation in 

' The TBbellion in Norfolk against inclosures and in the West against 
the new service-book, leii to the appointment of lordB-Iieutdnaut uf 
toiiiiti«s, 

' John Dudluy, enrl of Wnrwick, had 'boiin created duke of Northiuu- 
Iwrhtnd, tbe Purcy title being at flii! time oxiiiict, in 1553 ; the oai'l of 
Wiltshire, luarqiiiM of Wincbestor ; and lonl Dorset, duke of Sufl'ulk. 
" 7 Jiliw. VI. i:i:. 12, la. ' Buruel, ii. ast^. 
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jtarliament, when the lifteeiiths and tentlis gmiitw.1 to 
the late king were reserved to the qiieen.^ 

The lord treasurer, Winchester, continued to hold 
the office to wJiich he had been appointed in luul in 
succession to Somerset, Ji post wliich he held until liis 
death in 1572.'* 

Further subsidies were f^ranted to the queen, in 
1555, when she received 6^. in the poiuid to be paid 
in three years from the clergy,' and a subsidy from the 
laity ; and in 1557, wlien she received Ss. in the pound 
from the clergy to be paid ui four years, and t'roiu the 
laity, a fifteenth and tenth and an entire subsidy of 4s. 
ou lands and 2s. Sd. from those having goods to the 
amount of 5/. and upwards, to be paid before June 2-i 
then next. Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmore- 
land, and Durham were exempted from the subsidy, 
as liable to be ravaged by the Scots.* 

When queen Elizabeth came to the throne, in 1558, 
the debt which had commenced four yeai's at least 
before the death of lier father remained unpa'd ; and 
this, with the debts left by her brother and sister, ' all 
the while ruimiiig upon interest, a course able to eat 
up not only private men and their imtrimonies, but 
also princes and their estates,' * formed an iucubua 
of debt which it took tlie queen, with her slender 



1 Mar. B 



. 17. 



' In the 07lb yesr of his aj{B, leaving 103 issued from his own 
Burnet, ii. 62fi. 

' 2 it 3 Phil mid Mar. cc. 22, 23. 

' Par. Hist. i. 621). 4 & 6 Piiil. tvnd Mm: cc. 10, il. 

' Sir Waller Milduuiy, ehaoeollor of exchequer, on Uif raotii 
granlJnK a aubaidy iu 1076. Thu intertst irn some of the loana nau 
per cout. 
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I'esources, fifteen years to get rid of. While the 
revenue bad been impiiired by the large nlieiiations 
of demesne iu the reigns of her father and brother, 
the loss of the Calais duties, and the repeal, on the 
instance of her sister, of the Act that granted the 
first-fruits and tenths to the crown. 

Parliament at once restored the first-fruits and 
tenths to the crown,' and granted 'as a present' to tlie 
queen, besides the usual customs subsidies for life, two 
fifteenths and tenths and a subsidy. ' The realm,' they 
recited in the subsidy Act, ' and the imperial crown had 
been lately sore shaken, impoverished, enfeebled, and 
weakened ; and the decay had been, besides many 
other things, principally in these tliree fii-st : wastibg 
of treasure,"'* abandoning of strength, and in diminishing 
the authority of the imperial crown ; ' and they dcclarcLl 
themselves ready to assist tlie queen iu any prepjira- 
tions, not only for the recovery of Calais, but ' if need 
be, to recover further the old dignity and renown of 
this realm,^ with heart, will, strength, body, lives and 
goods.' * 

This struck a keynote for Elizabeth's future policy, 
and economy carried even to parsimony, and the niaui- 
tenance of a high and independent position in Europe, 
more particulai^ly as a leiiding jirotestant sovereign, 

' 1 Eliz. c. 4. 

' 'The inestimable wasting and cousumptiou of tlio treasure ntid 
ancient reTenaes of tbu lealui of latu juart*,' it ia termed aubiuciLteul.ly in 
the Act I Eliz. c. al. 

■' Boiilopne, llpurj Vlll.'s fujiily foiir|rii»it, hiid bttin rustored tn 
Fiance in 15.W lor 400,000 CTOwnB- 1S3^:)3V. ftf. 8,;. 

* 1 ElLs. c. 21. 
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Hitpreme liead of the njitioual ciiiirch, beamic for her 
a rule of coudtict from which she never swerved. 

The produce of a fifteenth aud tenth was at this 
date somewhat less than 30,000/., that of a lay subsidy 
when carefully collected nearly 100,000/., and that of 
a clerical subsidy of 4s. in the jraund, about 20,000/. 
The total amount, therefore, granted to the queen 
formed by no means a large sum ; and the question of 
Calais was judiciously postponed. Peace was con- 
cluded with France in the spring of 1559, and Calais 
was to remain in the hands of the French king fur eight 
years, and was then to be restored : should the town 
not then be restored, France was to pay 500,000 
crowns, and the queen's claim to the crown of France 
was to stand. 

In the fifth year of the reign, 1562, the queen re- 
ceived agaui two fifteenths and tenths and a subsidy 
from the laity, witli 6s. in the pound from the clergy, 
to be paid in three years ; * and in the eighth year, 
1565, a sbigle fifteenth and tenth and a subsidy, witli 
4it. in the pound from the clergy.^ No further grant 
was made until 1570, wheu two more fifteenths and 
tenths and a lay subsitly aud Gs. from the clei^ iu 
three years, were granted and confirmed, towards tlie 
expenses of the suppression of the late rebellion in 
the north under the earls of Northumberland and 
Westmoreland in favour of Mary of Scotland.* 

But the sttbsidy, levied upon an assessment no- 
toriously madequate, Wiis now declining in yield. ' It 
could not bo unknown lo any,' said the chancellor of 
' 5 EUi. tc. aO, 30. ' a Klu. w. 17, I'-K " lo L'liz. lt. iiB, 27. 
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the exchequer, sir Walter Mildmay,' in the house of 
I'oiTimniis in 1575, 'how favourable was the taxation 
of subsidies, whereby far less cometh to her majesty's 
eoffers than by the law is granted, a matter now drawn 
to be so usual that it is liard to be refomicd.' And on 
that groimd, the laity exceeded their previous grants 
by a fifteenth and tenth, granting tliree iifteenths and 
tcntlis in addition to a subsidy,, with a clerical snlisidy 
of Qs. in the pound payable iu three years.^ 

Their liberality was limited to the occasion. The 
commons, summoned to parhament to make a grant, 
conaidcred their first duty to the constituents by whom 
tlicy were paid to consist in tlie restriction of the 
amount to be granted to the lowest possible sum ; and 
on the occasion of their next grant, in 1581, relapsed 
to the level of their previous parsimony, and granted 
only two fifteenths and tenths and a subsidy, with 6^. 
in the pound from the clergy in three years.' 

Tlie commons continued tliis grudging liberality and 
system of stinted doles while the horizon in the direction 
of Spain was darkening with the clouds of the coming 
storm, and restricted the grants they made in 1585 and 
1587 to the araoiint granted in 1581.^ The modera- 
tion of the queen may, indeed, have proved misleading 
to them, for though the trained bands were regularly 
exercised and a large sliip was built every year as an 
addition to the na\'y, ElizabeUi, even when her miuis- 
ters were discussing with doubt whether, should Parma 
effect a landing, the trained bands and rude soldiers of 

' Siuco ISGO, ■' 18 ] li!i. cc. 22, 23. ' 2a Eliz. ec. U, 16. 
■^ 37 Eliz. cc. 28, 29. 20 Eliz. cc. 7, 8. 
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Engknd would jirove a match for the Spanish soldiery, 
still curtailed all preparations to meet the coming attack, 
as she afterwards starved her sailors, in her persistent 
reftisal to press for subsidies and thus endanger her 
popularity. The queen knew that ' to tax and to be 
loved is not given to man,' and she retained her popu- 
larity. But her action was misleading ; and it is not 
surprising that the people, who are never sensible of 
remote dangers and who had experience of the use of 
rumours of war for the mere pin-pose of accumulation 
of treasure, should have continued reluctant, because 
not strongly pressed, to contribute a great deal out of 
their yearly income towards preventing such dangers. 

But when the ' Invincible Armada ' had arrived, 
and Elizabeth, who 'had always so behaved herself 
that, under God, she had placed her chiefest strength 
and safeguard in the loyal hearts and goodwill of her 
subjects,' ^ had to bring her popularity to a crucial test, 
the result was unequivocal. The requirements of the 
ship writs issued for the equipment of the navy were 
vastly exceeded, and the gi'aziers and traders were 
ready, with the rest of the nation, to assist the queen 
with 'heart, will, strength, body, lives and goods,' as 
offered thirty years before by their fathers.* The grant 
of the commons overtopped all former subsiches, and 
four fifteenths and tenths and two subsidies were 
granted at the same time, witli two subsidies of Qs. in 
tlie ]X)und from tlie clergy to be paid yearly by 2.i*. in 
the pound,^ that is to say, in all, l:iO,000^. from 

' Sppeeb lit tbe muster al TiliMiry. • Ante, p, 187. 
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fifteenths :\ml tenths, 160,000^., (ir more, from the aub- 
sitlies, and 60,000/. from the clerical subsidy, forminf» 
a total of over 340,000/. 

When the peril was past, the commons again but- 
toned up tlieir pockets. In vain was it representefl to 
them, iu 1592, that since the last subsidy the queen 
had spent upon the war 1,030,000/. of her own, and 
that Philip, having established himself in Brittany, had 
been able from this point of vantage to interfere with 
our wine trade to Eochelle and Gascony after the late 
vintage. In vain did Eobert Cecil insist upon the 
smallnesa of the prwluce of the grants to the queen. 
' The late subsidies,' he stated, ' had been very small. 
They were imposed for the most part upon the meaner 
part of her majesty's subjects. He knew one shire 
wherein there were many men of {rood living and coun- 
tenance, but none of them in the last subsidies were 
assessed at above 80/. lands per annum ; while in the 
city of London, where the greatest part of the riches of 
the realm were, there was no one assessed at above 
200/. goods, and only five or six were assessed at that 
amount.' The commons, deaf to the appeal, proposed 
only a grant of fifteenths and tenths with two subsidies. 
This degrading illiberality provoked the loixla 
' positively to refuse to give in anywise their assent to 
pass any Act in their house for less than three entire 
subsidies, to be paid in the next three years by half- 
yearly payments at Easter and Michaelmas;'^ and in 
the event, three entire subsidies were granted, together 
with six fifteenths and tenths, hut witli a careful provi.=o 
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that the grant shoiilil not be drawn into a precalent 
for future years, At the same time two clerical sub- 
sidies of 4«. in two years were confirmed.' 

After the destruction of the Armada, the gloora of 
imcertiiinty which had hindered business of every sort 
in England cleared off, the value of land and rents rose, 
and trade increased throughout the kingdom. Such 
WJ18 the prosperity of the time that, notwithstanding the 
carefid proviso to the grant of 1502, the same mnnber 
of fifteentlis and tenths and subsidies were granted to 
the queen in 1597, when no particidar danger was im- 
minent, with tliree clerical subsidies of 43. to be pxid 
in three years.^ 

The last of these lay subsidies produced otdy 
80,000/., a sura ludicrous as the yield of 4s. in the 
jKiund on land and 2.?. 8(/. in the pound on goods, iu 
the prosperous state of the kingdom; and therefore 
when in 1601, after the Spaniards had landed iu Ire- 
huid and fortified Kinsale, a debate occurred in the 
liouse of commons regarding the grant of a subsidy, 
one member moved for a revision of the assessment — 
* tliat that which was done might be completely done, 
and the subsidy gathered by commission and not by 
the old roll ; ' another, ' that the council shoidd order 
that justices of the peace, few of whom were assessed 
at above 6/. or 10/., should be assessed at 20/. in lands,' 
the statutory qualification necessary for a justice nt 
that date; while sir Walter Kaleigh protested against 
the notorious underassessment of persons of well- 
known fortune : ' Our estates,' he said, ' that be 30/. or 



in, 13. 
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40/. in the queen's books are not the hiinch-edth part 
of our wealth.' ' Even at the other end of the scale of 
he subsidy men, those assessed at 3/. were so Hghtly 
taxed that the House refused to raise the limit of 
exemption. And when the poverty of the country 
was advanced as an argument for a light subsidy, 
Fulk Greville observed — ' We have no reason to think 
it poor, our sumptuousness in apparel, in plate, and iu 
all things argueth our riches.' 

In the event, eight fifteenths and tenths and foiu" 
entire subsidies were granted, mth four clerical subsi- 
dies of 4s. in the poimd.* Allowing 30,000/. as the 
produce of a fifteenth and tenth, and 80,000/. for a 
subsidy, this woidd be 240,000/. + 320,000/. ; iu all, 
560,000/. from the laity, and adding 20,000/. for every 
clerical subsidy, or 80,000/., the whole grant would 
amoimt to 640,000/. 

These were the last subsidies granted to queen 
Elizabeth ; who died in 1603, when she had ' completed 
the forty-fourth year of her reign, and yet had not out- 
lived her good fortune,'^ 

The Acts fob the Tudob subsidies contained 
lengthy and elaborate regulations for the assessment 
and collection of the tax. 

The taxpayers were divided into two classes: 1, 
landowners, who were charged in respect of their in 
come from land, ' iu terris ; ' and 2, persons charged in 
respect of their moveables, ' in bonis^' which included 
crops from land. Sometimes a light poU tax was 
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added for persons not charged ' in terns ' or ' in bonis.' 
As a rule aliens paid double tax. 

A fiiU or entire subsidy was 4s. in the pound for 
those charged 'in terris,' and 2*. 8d., eight groata, for 
those charged ' in bonis ; ' and sometimes the subsidy 
was collected in parts, as, for instance, 2s. 8(/. for a 
first, and Is. 4d. for a second payment for land ; 
and Is. 8d. for a first, and Is. for a second payment 
fcff goods. 

The charge for landowners was as follows : — 
For every person for every pound yearly that he 
had of freehold — in fee simple, tail, or for life — in any 
honors, castles, manors, lands, tenements, rents, services, 
hereditaments, annuities, fees, corodies, or other yearly 
profits from land, according to the clear yearly value 
thereof. And this class was kept separate and distinct 
from the next, those charged ' in bonis,' by a special 
provision to the effect that persons charged in respect 
of profit from land were not to be charged in respect 
of their moveables, and vice versfi, : ' none were to be 
doubly charged.' 

The charge for persons in respect of their move- 
ables was as follows : — For every person and every 
fraternity, guild, corporation, mystery, brotherhood, or 
commonalty, in respect of every pound of rotmey, plate, 
stock of merchandise, all manner of corn and grain, 
household stuff, and all other goods moveable, and all 
sums of money owing to them, allowing a deduction 
for bona fide debts and an exemption for the apparel 
of the person charged, his wife and children, but not 
to include jewels, gold, silver, stone, and pearl. 
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As before stated, aliens resident in the kingdom 
were cliarged double tlic amount charged for natives, 
* |>ersons born under the king's obeysaunce.' 

An exemption was allowed for persons having less 
than 3/. in value, at which figure the charge com- 
menced. And sometimes a lower rate was charged 
between the minimum fcised and another stated sum, 
at which the full tax came into play. 

The inhabitants of the northern counties, Northum- 
berland, Cumberland, and Westmoreland, the towns of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and 
the bishopric of Durham were exempted, as liable to 
be ravaged by the invasions of the Scotch ; and there 
were exemptions in favour of the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, and the lands of schools and hospitals. 

The appointment of commissioners for the manage- 
ment of tlie tax waa iu the hands of the lord chaiicellor, 
the lord treasurer, and other great officers of the crown, 
or any two of them, the lord chancellor being one. 
They were to be persons of the liighest respectability 
and integrity, ' of the most sadd and discrete persons.' 

Their com-se of proceeding was mapped out for 
them ns follows ; They were to divide themselves into 
sets of DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS for the various hun- 
dreds or wards within the limits of their commission 
and issue their precepts to the constables and other 
inhabitants to attend and be examined. The assessors 
were to be appointed by, and return the certificates of 
their assessment,s to, them ; and persons dissatisfied 
with the assessments were allowed an appeal to the 
commissioners. 
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The COLLECTOBS were also appointed by the com- 
missioners, and their names were returned to the 
HIGH COLLECTOR, an officer to be appointed in every 
shire and division by the commissioners ; to whom the 
sub-collectora were accountable, and who, in hia 
tiim, was accountable to the exchequer. And the high 
collectors were required to give seclu^ty to the com- 
missioners to answer for the money received by them. 

One duplicate of the schedule of assessment was to 
be given to the higli collector ; and the other was to 
be returned into the exchequer to be a charge upon 
the collector's receipt. 

The collection was made by the sub- collectors in 
conformity with assessmeuts delivered to them, and 
precepts from the commissioners, which gave them 
power to distrain the lands and goods of the persons 



A more elaborate and comprehensive system for 
the taxation of property as it existed in the sixteenth 
century could not have been devised. Whence then 
was it that the yield of the subsidies proved to be so 
far below the produce that might reasonably have been 
expected ? An answer is easily supplied by reference 
to the diiference between a subsidy in theory and a 
subsidy in practice. Nominally a rate of 4s. in the 
pound on lands, and 2^. 8d. the pound on goods, it 
shpped into the same kind of groove as that of the 
' fifteenth and tenth,' and became, in practice, a grant 
of a sum of money of about the same amount as the 
yield of the last preceding subsidy. There was practi- 
cally no re-assessment of the kingdom. A subsidy in 
the later years of EHznbeth meant, efTectivelv, a sum 
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of about 80,000/. to be levied after the manner of 
former subsidies, just as a fifteenth aiid tenth meaut a 
sum of about 30,000/. to be levied in the accustomed 
manner. The various counties and towns, and within 
them the various divisions and hundreds and wards, 
paid, as near as might be, the amount previously paid 
for a subsidy, and any readjustment- — for it can hardly 
be termed re-assessmeut — that took place was limited to 
a rectification of the rolls of the subsidy men in the 
particular districts, with a view to produce the usual 
amount in every particular district, and no more ; 
for great would have been the outcry of the subsidy 
men had their district been raised in value, while the 
neighbouring districts remained on the level of the old 
assessment. 

In the towns various customs in assessment pro- 
bably prevailed. In the counties the commissioners 
for the subsidy were, as a rule, nominated by the 
county members, and were usually justices of the peace, 
or country gentlemen of good position. They met, 
divided themselves into committees for the different 
districts, sent for the constables of the hundi-eds and 
the last subsidy I'oll, and upon evidence produced to 
them, or their own knowledge of the circumstances, 
made such alterations as seemed necessary in conse- 
quence of deaths or the sale of estates; and sometimes 
they would strike out, on the ground of diminution of 
estate, a name from the hst of the ' subsidy men,' and 
place it in a subsidiary list of ' bearers,' a class below 
the pro^jerty qualification of subsidy men, but yet of 
sufiicient abdity to bear some portion of the burden of 
taxation with the lowest class of subsidy men. In 
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assessing the various townships they followed customs 
which had become established. Some towoships were, 
by custom, as8essed wholly in terns, at the in. rate ; 
Bome wholly in bonis, at the 2s. 8d. rate ; and from 
the diary of a subsidy man of the period we learn the 
following iuterestiug particidars ; — Elmswell, a town- 
ship in Yorkshire in which he resided, had always been 
rated at 10/. in bonis for a subsidy. There were 
usually three subsidy men — the lord of the manor 
being one, and the tenant of a farm of his another. If 
the lord of the manor was assessed at only il. in bonis 
towards the 10/., he by the custom had to pay in that 
assessment without any bearer, because it was for his 
demesne. But if he was assessed at 7/., that is to say, 
4/. for his demesne and 3/, for his farm as without a 
tenant at the time, then he was to have half the bearers 
in the townsliip, and as much borne of his 3/. as the 
other subsidy man had of his 3/.' 

The extent to which taxation in bonis, for moveables, 
at the 2s. 8d. rate, was carried, as opposed to taxation 
in terris, tor land and rent, at the is. rate, may be 
gathered from an assessment of the county of Gloucester, 
The whole charge for the county is 11,629/. 16s. Sd. ; 
of which b,'2,blL 10s. is charged on goods, and only 

' For instance : ' Henry Beet his rate for the stiMdy of 7i. in bonis, 
for -whieh two Bubaidjes commeth, att 2<. 8d. per pound to 37a. id. ; 
whereof hee himselfe is to pay 31*. id. and Edwsrd Lynaley, tiia besrer, 
G». William WbiteheRd 31. in bonia commeth to 16«., vhetirof William 
Pindar, a bearer with him, payeth Ss. id., and Eichard Parrott, another 
bearefwith him, 2s. 8(/. ; ece that liiBOwne part commeth but to 10s, just,' 

Boat 's Farming Booh (Surtees Society Puh.Tol. ixiiii.),p. 87. Oba. Ute 

lord of the manor, being a aubfiidy man chargad in bunia, paid nothing 
in respect of the rent derived from the farm, rents being charged with 
land, 
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3,378/. 6s. 8d. on lands. The county, though rich in 
landowners by recent purchase, derived from the ranks 
of the prosperous merchants of Bristol, shows a subsidy 
roll with only 79 names of persons charged 10/. or 
more. One only is rated at 50/. — sir Henry Pool, 
of Saperton, who was at the time ' eminent for hia 
great housekeeping ; ' five are rated at 40/., and four 
at 30/,' It would be difficult to understand how the 
commissioners coiild have the effrontery to sign the 
roll, did we not bear in mind that the commissioner 
was himself assessed as ' a justice of the peace ' — such 
was the arbitrary mode of valuation — at 6/. or 10/., 
while the statutory qualification for the post was 20/., 
and his fortune probably five times that amount at the 
least. He would, therefore, not improbably consider 
liimself justified in applying to others a similar standard 
of measurement. Large allowances were made for 
outgoings, for large families, and for the expenses of 
position ; and in the result estates of 30/. or 40^. in the 
queen's subsidy books were, as sir Walter Raleigh 
stated in the house of commons, not the hundredth 
part of the wealth of some of the persons assessed.^ 

Thus it was that after the defeat of the Armada, 
in the last fifteen years of the reign of the queen, while 
rents rose, and internal industry, lately strongly rein- 
forced by the immigration of refugees from the religious 
persecutions in the Netherlands, progressed in develop- 
ment day by day ; while commerce, represented at 
the Koyal Exchange — originidly Gresham's Bourse — 

' Albjiis' GkiucL-sterehire, pp. 12, !!35. The list is for the aiibsiJins, 
.j Jiic. I. ■' Ante, p. 102, 
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was increasing in every directinn ; while expense in 
dress and expense in building — those unfailing criteria 
of wealth in the upper classes — were conspicuous, the 
one in those magnificent costumes wliere, as we see in 
portraits to this day, the courtier was rightly said to 
carry sometimes ' the value of a manor ' on his back ; 
the other in ' all that great bravery of building that 
set in in the times of Elizabeth,' of which so many 
examples still exist in our Elizabethan halla and 
manor-houses ; and while the increase in drinking — 
that unfailing criterion, alas ! of increase in means in 
the lower classes in England, carried your English 
in potency of potting above even ' your Dane, your 
German, and your swag-belhed Hollander' — briefly, 
while agriculture, internal industry, and trade and 
commerce all combined in advance, and eveiything else 
evidenced an increase of riches, the ad valorem rate 
on property decUned in yield. In these last fifteen 
years of the reign — ' the spadous times of great Eliza- 
beth' — all else expanded save the total of the queen's 
subsidy roll. In short, such a travestie of taxation 
took place, such a burlesque of assessment was repre- 
sented in the proceedings of the commissioners for the 
subsidies, that in reading Bacon's observations upon 
taxes, while we acknowledge their correctness, they 
appear to have a force and fehcity beyond, perhaps, 
the intention of the author, when he says : — ' He that 
shall look into other countries, and consider the taxes, 
and tallages, and impositions, and assizes, and the like, 
that are everywhere in use, will find tliat the English- 
man is most master of his own valuation and the least 
bitten in purse of any nation in Euroiie." 
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BENEVOLENCES AND MONOPOLIES. 



1. Benevolences. 

The benevolence of 1491. 'Morton'a fork.' The 'ahoariug or under- 
propping ' Act. Another beneyolenca in 1504. The ' amiuble graiinte ' 
of Henry VIII. Another benevolence in 1646. Gifts to queen Elizn- 
beth, A heartj benevolence. 

Notwithstanding ibe condemnation of the levy of 
money by means of benevolences or voluntary subscrip- 
tions, by the statute against benevolences, in the first 
year of the reign of king Richard in., that kind of 
levy was again employed in his reign, and his successor, 
Hem-y VII., took, in 1491, a benevolence 'from the 
more able sort ' — ab opulentioribus tantnra ^ — for the 
expedition to France, which was very popular. 

For this benevolence the king had the quasi- 
parliamentary authority of a grant from a great 
council. Writs were sent to commissioners in the 
various counties,^ with instructions from archbishop 
Morton, the chancellor, to them to act in the levy upon 
the principle that ' such as are sparing in their manner 
of living must have saved money, while those that Kve 

' Bacon, Works, \i. 131, 

' Writ de peounifi mutuouda pro espeditioiio Franciae.^Foedera, xii. 
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in a splendid and hospitable manner give ample evi- 
dence of wealth and ability to pay ' — a dilemma which 
has been termed Morton's 'fork,' or ' crotch.' Subse- 
quently, in 1494, the king was authorised to get in 
the contributions that had been offered, by an Act which 
was called 'the shoaring or underpropping Act.'' A 
second benevolence is stated to have been demanded 
by the king in 1504 ; but as he had just then received 
a subsidy from parliament, and as ' there were no wars, 
no fears,' ^ it seems doubtful whether the entries upon 
the' authority of which this statement rests may not 
haVe had reference to arrears collected under the Act 
of 1494. 

The next benevolence was the ' amiable graunte,' 
which Henry VHI, demanded in 1528, after the revo- 
cation of the illegal commissions for the levy of a 
sixth, which had resulted in serious disturbances in 
Suffolk,' Huntingdon, Kent, and other parts of the 
kingdom. In Kent the people had answered the 
demands of the commissioners by a cry that they were 
'English and not French, free men and not slaves.' 
The king therefore sent out letters to state that he 
would take nothing fix)m the people but by way of 
benevolence, 

■ 11 Hen. VIL c. 10 ; Bacon, lliat. Heu. VII. ; ^^■orks, yi. 121, 160 -, 
Holindied, iii. G32. 

' See Bacon, "Works, vi. 224, and note. 

^ Ante, p. 174. Note: 'the duke of Suffolk, ^ttiug in commis^on 
about thia subsidy in Suffolk in 1626, persuaded, by courteous means, 
tlie rich clotbiera to assent thereto ; but when tkej came home and 
-went about to discharge and put from them theb apinners, carders, 
fullers, weavers, and other artificere, which they kept in work aforetime, 
the people began to assemble in companies,' and, in short, there was & 
rebellion againat the subi^idy. Holinsbcd, iii. 7(K). 
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Aiiothtjr benevoleDce was levied by the king to- 
wards the close of the reij^n in 1545, after the costly 
expedition to Boulogne, for which he had received in 
the previous year so large a subsidy that nothing more 
could be expected from parliament.' 

Queen Elizabeth received, first and last, a coDsider- 
able sum in gifts from her subjects. Tliese were 
offered not only by the nobility and leading gentry on 
new year's day or other fitting occasions, but some- 
times by towns collectively ; and a picture of a benevo- 
lence as heai-ty as the grant of the first subsidy to the 
queen is presented where the mayor of Coventry gives 
to the queen a handsome purse, well filled. ' I have 
few such gifts, mr. mayor,' the queen says kindly ; ' it 
is a hundred pounds in gold ! ' ' Please, your grace,' 
replies the mayor, ' it is a great deal more we give 
you.' 'What is that?' says the queen. 'It is,' the 
mayor replies, ' the hearts of your loving subjects,' 
And the queen says, ' We thank you, mr. mayor, it 
is a great deal more, indeed.' ^ 

2. The Mimopolies. 

Monopolies by royal grant to any person of or for 
the sole buying, selHng, making, working, or using of 
anything, in restraint of any freedom or liberty any 
other person had before, or in hindrance of his lawful 
trade — if relating to any known trade, were void at 
common law ; but the right of the king to make a 

' For the benevolence raised by Henry VIII. in 1545, the county of 
Devon produced 4,627/. Ilitmilton, Quarter Sessions from queen 
Elizabeth to queen Aune, p. 55. 

' Macfaintosh, ii. 433, Appendix. 
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good grant for a reasonable time to any on 

sole use of any art invented or first brought into the 

realm, by the grantee, was unquestioned. 

This royal prerogative was freely exercised in the 
olden time. An early example of a monopoly of the 
kind now under consideration is that granted to Peter 
de Perariis, on payment of 20 marks, of a license to 
salt fishes as Peter Chivalier used to do ; ^ and numbers 
of licenses of the kind were granted before the reign of 
Elizabeth. 

The grants in her reign mark a time wlien several 
new mauufe.ctiu'es and improvements in manufactures 
were introduced into England. Under an early patent 
of the queen, granted in 1567 to Anthony Dollyne 
and John Carye, two merchants of Antwerp, for the 
making of glass for 21 years, glass-makers from the 
Vosges were brought into England,' and a manufacture 
was established which would have prospered longer 
than it did, had it not been in a manner starved out 
for want of fuel, or suppressed in order to prevent the 
consumption of fuel. Under another patent, granted 
about the same date, also to foreigners, the process of 
wire-drawing by machinery was first established in this 
country. The commencement of paper-making in 
England was due to sir John Spielman, who was 
knighted by the queen for his paper mill, erected at 
Dartford in 1588, and the license to him for ten years 
of 'the sole gathering of all rags and other articles 
necessary for making paper.' And it may be that to 
the monopoly for pouldavie was due the establish- 
' Aute, p. '27. '' IJliri, Orig. Lett, vi. 157. 
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ment of the manufacture of that article from hemp, 
for sailcloth—a business before 1590 wholly in the 
hands of the French, who sujiplied sails for the ships 
of the Sea-Dogs as well as for the famous Spanish 
galleona they chased. To such monopolies no more 
objection could be raised than to the protection ac- 
corded by Edward III. to his Flemish weavers, who 
first taught us to improve our manufacture of woollen 
cloth, and to the three horologists irom Delft, who began 
for us a manufacture of clocks. Nor, perhaps, would 
many persons object to Drake's patent for aqua vitae 
when it is borne in mind that it was granted for the 
' rectification ' of the distillers, who, in order to meet 
the increased demand for aqua vitae duiing the great 
plague in 1593, used ' hog's wash and such hke 
articles,' and thus poisoned the antidote. 

No great amount of revenue was derived by the 
crown from the monopolies of Elizabeth. The promi- 
nence of the subject in history is due to the commotion 
caused by the multiplicity of patents granted towards 
the close of the reign — some to deserving old servants 
of the crown, whom it was difficult in the existing state 
of the royal exchequer otherwise to remunerate, and 
others to importunate courtiers without any such claim 
— and the excessive extortions of the ' substitutes ' or 
assignees of the monopolists. The great debate in 
the house of commons on the subject of the monopolies 
took place in 1601. The monopoly that aroused the 
greatest complaints was that of salt, which had, in 
many places, enormously raised the price of that article ; 
and next to that, those for salting drying, and saving 
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of fish, and for vinegar and alegar. A list of 
in force was read in the house : — currants, iron, 
powder, cards (at this sir Walter Raleigh blushed), 
os-sliin bones, train-oil, transportation of leather, lists 
of cloth, pot-ashes, aniseeds, vinegar and alegar, sea- 
coals, steel, aqua vitae, brushes, pots, saltpetre, lead, oil, 
accidences (dice), calamin-stone, oil of blubber, liima- 
choea or dried pilchards in the smoke, and many 
others.^ When the list was read — ' Is not bread 
there ? ', mr. Hackwell stood up and asked ; adding 
subsequently, ' If order be not taken for these, bread 
will be there before the next parliament,' 

The Queen at once took up the matter, and, through 
the Speaker, informed the House that there should be 
a careful reformation ; and from the terms slie subse- 
quently used in reference to the patents it would seem 
that she had no idea to what extent the people hatl 
been vexed by ' the harpies and horse-leeches then 
discovered to her.' 

To Cecil fell the grateful task of announcing the 
abolition of all the most obnoxious patents. ' Would 
they had never been granted,' he said ; ' I hope there 
shall never be more.' And in a humorous speech he 
dealt with salt, aqua vitae, vinegar, alegar, train oil, 
oil of blubber, brushes, bottles, pouldavy and starch, 
which were all to be abolished ; several others were 
to be suspended. He finished by a gracefid tribute 
to the Speaker for his excellent speech on aimouncing 
the Queen's pleasure as regards the monopolies, and an 
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apology to the House for strong words used by himself 
in the late debate, when, in reference to members having 
been cried and coughed down when discussing such a 
tender point as the liberty of the subject, he had char- 
acterised the proceedings as more like those of a 
grammar school than those of a court of parliament. 
It may be added that Bacon, then attorney-general, 
though clearly with Cecil in opinion as regards many 
of the monopolies, in his speech in the debate spoke 
against the Bill. * Mr. Speaker,' he had said, ' this ' 
(pointing to the Bill) * is no stranger in this place, but 
a stranger in this vestment. The use hath ever been 
to humble ourselves unto her majesty, and by petition 
desire to have our grievances remedied, especially when 
the remedy toucheth her in so high a point, of 
prerogative.' 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE customs' subsidies OP WOOL, SKINS AND LEATIIKB, 
AND TUNNAGE ON WINE AND POUNDAGE ON GOODS. 
THE IMPOSTS. 



Life grants of flie subaidiea la king Jamea. Tlie dilfarBUce lietweeu 
these eubsidiea and ilie castnmB and impasts. "Vield of the reremia 
in IfiOl. Increaae in tlie consumption of wine. The import on 
tobacco in 1004. Tlie Impost on currants. Bates refuses to pay. 
The great eaae of impoeitiona— Bates's case in 1000. Tlie new book 
of rates and new impoations in 1608. Other iraporftions in the 
nature of internal taioa. Projects for taxes at this time. Dread of 
excisoa, Remonstrance of the commons, in 1610, against the exces- 
sive impositions. Cecil eSects an arran^ment and a subsidy is 
granted. Yield of the revenue in 1013. Appointmant of Cranfield 
aa Burveyor-general. Yield of the revenue in 1C17 and in 1G19. 
Yield in 1623. On the accesiuon of king Charles, the conmiona raise 
the question of imposts. Limited grant of the customs' aubsidiea 
rejected by the lords. Parliament is dissolved. Tunnage and 
poundage ate levied under order in councU. The aecoiid parliament 
in 16Si6. The committee of grievances. Parliament If dlssoh'ed. 
The third parliament in 1628. The Petition of Kight. It does not 
touch the imposts, llemonatrance agdiist the levy of tunnage and 
poundRge in 1620. Dissolution of the parliament, Yield of the re- 
venue in 163fi. The new book of rates. The short parliament, 1640, 
The question of imposts is settled in the long parliament. 

In accordance with precedents which now extcndctl 
over the reigns of a long succession of sovereigns, a hfe 
grant of the customs' subsidies was made, in 1603, to 
king James by his first parliament. 

Tliese subsidies were at the old rates — viz., two 
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marks and ii h.ilf, 1/. 15s. id. for wool and ■w'oolfella, 
and five marks, the last, for leather, from denizens ; 
and five marks for wool and woolfells, and five marks 
and a half for leather, from stxangera. Timnagc at 3s., 
with a double rate for sweet wines imported by any 
merchant alien. And poundage at Is., that is, five 
per cent, on the value of merchandise exported or 
imported, with a double rate for tin and pewter ex- 
ported by any merchant alien. 

The poundage was not chargeable in respect of any 
goods liable to subsidy duty, or any wines liable to 
tunnage. Cloth of native manufacture was allowed to 
be exported duty free by any merchant denizen and 
not born alien, and the time-honoured exemptions 
were continued for all sorts of fresh fish, and bestial 
imported, and herrings or other sea-fislt taken by a, 
subject upon the seas and exported by a subject. Any 
merchant denizen shipping goods in a carrick or galley 
was to pay duty as an alien. And the value of gotxls 
for poiuuliige continued to be regidated by queeu 
Elizabeth's Book of Eates. 

The customs, properly so called, continuetl pay- 
able, and the small additional duty termed butlerage 
on the wine of strangers ; while the wine of denizens 
continued subject to the old priaage. 

In addition to these there were the imposts — impost 
or imposition being the recognised term for a toll levied 
by prerogative without any parliamentary sanction, aa 
opposed to the customs and the subsidies of customs — 
viz., the imposts of queen Mary upon short cloth and 
yrench wines, which latter raised the total charge upon 
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these wines to 2/. 13^. id. the tuti, au<l the iui[>ost of 
queen Elizabeth upon sweet wines. The distinction 
between the tliree kinds of toll at the poits is re- 
cognised in an Act of 1605, which states as one of the 
reasons against any grant by the king of a charter of 
incorporation for merchants trading to France, the 
detrimental effect of such a monopoly in regard to the 
'customs, subsidies, and ether impositions.'* 

The yield of the revenue at the ports is said to 
have been about 127,000^. in 1604 ; and thenceforth it 
rapidly increased. 

Wine now proved one of the most fruitful con- 
tributories to the revenue. The consumption had 
rapidly increased of late years. Ale had gone out of 
fashion, French wine was no longer considered only 
' liquor for a lord,' and ' our boys,' says a character in 
a play of this date, 'now carouse sack like double 
beer.' Sack even came into fashion at coiu't, and the 
best of sack flowed into the country freely upon the 
opening of the ports, in 1603, on the conclusion of 
peace with Spain, from whence came the wine of 
Xeres (Span., Heres), the basis of the famous sherris 
sack of Shakspeare's plays. 

Tobacco was now for the first time specially taxed. 
Introduced into this country by Hawkins, it had been 
brought into fashion by Ealeigh. But the king, who 
detested the practice of smoking, endeavoured to write 
it down in his ' Counterblaste against Tobacco ; ' and 
tliis ' drugge of late years found out ' formed the subject 
of one of his earliest imposts. This was ut the rate of 
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Qs. Sd. the poimtl in weight, upon all tobacco frora 
Virginia, and was additional to the poundage to which 
tobacco was liable under a general head in the Book of 
Eates, which included 'all commodities not specially 
rated,' The impost was secured by pecuniary penalties 
and the forfeiture of the tobacco in case of non-pay- 
ment, and by ' such further penalties and corporal 
punishment as the quality of so high contempt against 
the king's express royal commandment in this manner 
published should deserve.' ^ 

The impost, which was farmed out, produced 
5,000/. in 1619, and, as may be surmised, gave rise 
to a considerable sale of ungarbled ^ and adidterated 
tobacco. While, in order to avoid the impost, the 
plant was cultivated in England. ' The new crop had 
no great success ; for the English tobacco had small 
credit, as being too dull and earthy ; ' ^ but it was sub- 
sequently prohibited, in order to keep up the yield of 
the impost. All persons importing tobacco were com- 
pelled to take out a hcense ; the ' carrot ' or ' roll ' of 
the period was required to be sold M'ith a mark or seal 
thereon apjiointed for the purpose ; * and in the result, 
the impost on this ' weed of late years brought into 
the kingdom with other vanities and superfluities 
which come from beyond seas,' ^ produced in 1023 a 
revenue of 8,380/. 

■ CommiflBio pro tobacoo. iBBiied by lord Buckhurst, then earl of 
Uoreei, October 17, 1004. Foedera, svi. 601. 

" Not cleansed by sifting'. ' Bacoo, Works, li. G23. 

• CommisMO specialis coneernens le gurbliiinr Iierbae Nictilmtioo 
April 7, 1620, Foedera, svii. 100. A proclamfttion for restramt of tbe 
diBOrdered trading of tobacco, June 20j lti30. Ibid, xv'u. 233-5. 

' rrocUnjMtion. .lune 20, 1020, 
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The impost on tobacco from the loyiil colony 
of Virginia encountered no serious opposition, but 
another impost, upon cuiTunts, currans, 'coriuths,'' 
or grapes of Corinth had not such au imiuterrupted 
course. Currants formed au important article in tlie 
Turkey and Levantine trade, which had first come into 
the liands of English merchants about a quarter of a 
century before this, when queen Elizabeth granted a 
charter of incorporation to sir E. Osborne and others 
to catTy it on. In the reign of the queen tliere had 
been a dispute regarding an attempted impost upon 
currants ; and a monopoly for the sale of them had 
ranged among the later monopolies. The currant was, 
therefore, pigeon-holed at the treasmy, as we should 
now say, as an article to be taxed on the first ojjpor- 
tunity. The irajrast, in 1G04, was at the mte of 5^. 
the cwt., double the ordinary poundage, to which it wfis 
additional ; and Bates, a Turkey merchant, refused to 
pay it. 

In lieu of resorting to extreme measures, the king 
was advised to afford every facility to Bates to try the 
question in a court of law. An information against 
him was laid in the High Court of Justice by the 
attorney-general. The case came on for hearing before 
the court of exchequer in Michaelmas term 16U6. It 
was argued at great length, and the judges decided 
that Bates must pay the impost. ' The matter in 
question was,' they observed, ' a matter of state, to be 
ruled according to policy by the king's extraordinary 
power. All duties on merchandise are t!ie eilcfls of 
' Slowi', V. 267; Cap. x\i\. 
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foreign commerce, but all affairs of commerce and s 
treaties with foreign nations belong to the kinj^'a 
absolute power. He, therefore, who has power over 
the cause, must have it also over the effect. The sea- 
ports are the king's gates, which he may open and shut 
to whom be pleases.' ^ 

Bates was, therefore, unable to import currauU^ 
except upon payment of the impost. The impost con- 
tinued to be leried, and was included, with tlie imposts 
upon wines, in tlie farai termed ' the i«;tty farm,' which 
produced, in 1G19, 38,505/. 

Not long after the decision in Butes' case, the 
king, whose extravagance in the enjoyment of his new- 
foimd wealth had exliausted the treasury, issued, in 
1608, after consultation with the principal merchants, 
a new Book of Kates or values of gooda for the pound- 
age, and not only 'rectified' the value of many articJea 
of merchandise which had c<insiderably altered since 
the publication of queen Elizabeth's Book of Eatea, but 
also, fortified by the recent decision, considerably 
augmented the imposts. 

These toiiched merchandise at the ports, and the 
measure was, if not precisely within the precedents in 
previous reigns, at any rate within an extension of the 
pnnci])le involved in those precedents. But other new 
impositions of the king were in the nature of internal 
taxes, as opposed to duties on mercliandise at the ports, 
and touched persons keeping victualling houses and 
alehouses and iiersons selling wine ; wliile a notable 

' The great case nf luiprisiti<iiie. Liue's Rtipt^rts, p. '22 i Howell, 
Bute Triiils, ii, 371-0^4. 
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imposition had been laid, of Is. the chaldron, upon sua 
coal arising iu Blyth and Sunderland. 

Now at this date all aorta of projects for new kinda 
of taxes were under discussion. It was intended by 
wliat was termed ' the Great Contract,' the result of a 
plan of Cecil's for obtaining an addition to the revenue, 
tiiat in lieu of the profits of the court of wards and 
liveries and the grievous and detested prerogative of 
piu'veyance, which were to be abolished, the crown 
should have a settled permanent revenue of 200,000/. ; 
but from what source thia amount could, or should be 
derived, was as yet an open question. The king, it 
was well known, was an imitator of Henri IV., as he 
had shown by liia attempts to introduce into England 
the manufactures of glass and of silk ' which the French 
king had established in France, wliile tlie success of the 
excises in the Low Countries had directed special atten- 
tion to taxes of that description. In these circumstances, 
if new taxes were wanted, they would probably be 
taken from the list of France,^ which contained so many 
tuxes oppressive to the poor, or from tlie Dutch list. 
In short, there was in the country a wide-spread feeling 
of fear that excises would be imposed upon the conti- 
nental plan — the ' meaner sort,' or poorer class, dreaded 
the hnpositlon of new taxes ' upon their ordinary 
victuals, bread, beer and corn, or their handy labours.' 



' At the Epipianv Seaeiona of 1608, many tliousanda of mulberry 
trees were sent dowa tJi DevocBliire ' for the relief of BiJke-wormea iu 
til la c»untie,'to he divided among such of the landowners xa chose to paj 
three farthin)^ apiece for tlieni. — Uamiltou, Quarter SeHsionti, p. 05. 

- It TOHH from Sully's meiisurea thai lh« ' tftritTi'f honors ' subsequently 
iultnduued was copied, see pug^e 246, 
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In these circuii] stances the commons preseuted, 
1610, a petition of remonstrance to the king on the 
subject of tlie impositions. ' Your Majesty hatii lately," 
they said, ' and in a time of peace, set both greater 
impositions and far more in number than your an- 
cestors ; ' and in particular tliey complained of the 
impositions that involved the principle of internal 
taxation, and, in chief, of the tax on coals at the pit; 
considering ' that the reason of this precedent may 
be extended to all commodities of this kingdom.' ' 
There was reason to fear that, from such a commence- 
ment, ' impositions might be extended to commoditiGs 
which, growing in the kingdom, are not trans^iorted, 
but uttered (that is, put out, retailed) to the subjects 
of the same.' In short, they feared the imposition in 
England of the continental excises. 

Dorset, who as lord treasurer was responsible for 
the new Book of Kates, was now no more ; but the 
younger Cecil, now earl of Salisbury, who had suc- 
ceeded Dorset in May in the prececUng year, at ouce 
grasped the difficulty of the position. The Book of 
Kates, he said, bad been the result of advised couusel 
first taken by those in office, and ' divers conferences 
first had with many of the princiiml merchants of all 
companies, and with their assent and allowance ; ' and, 
aa a fact, the impositions were not as burdensome us 
generally was conceived. But, as regards the other 
impositions, they bad been imposed upon erroneous 

' The thieo patents particulnrly cumplained of — 1, that of the inn* 
undhoKtelries; 2, tbut. of tlie aleliouses; and 3, tlist of gold and silyur- 
Ihread wire— iverc luvnbed in lii2(.\ I'tir. Hist, i, 1L»2U. 
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advice, and the king would abolish them, except that 
touching sellers of wine, which would be retained until 
its esph-ation, as granted in favour of a ' great person 
of great desert ' — that is to say, the duke of York. 

After these concessions, the couiraons passed the 
Bill for a fifteenth and tenth and a subsidy. 

The yield of the customs was, in 1013, 14S,074Z. 

. Of this, 109,572^. was collected at the port of Ix)ndoii ; 

61,322/. from exports, and 48,250/. from imports. 

While of the 38,502/. collected at the outports, 

25,472/. was for exports, and 14,030/. for imports. 

On the death of Sahsbury in May, 1612, the trea- 
sury had been for the first time put in commission ; 
and in 1015 Cranfield, who originally had been an 
apprentice in a merchant's olfice, was, through the 
inliuence of Buckingham, appointed surveyor-general 
of the customs. The appointment was justified in its 
immediate result; for his special knowledge of the 
business of merchants and the manner in which frauds 
were practised at the custom house, enabled him to 
take precautions with such advantage to the revenue 
that the yield amounted, in 1617, to 190,000/. 

In 1619 we have, for the first time, something like 
a detailed account of the produce of the revenue at 
the ports. The total is 284,000/. ; of which the great 
customs and silks, which were included in the ' great 
farm,' produced 156,000/. ; wines and currants, which 
were included in the ' petty farm,' as before stated, 
38,505/. ; the new impositions, 57,398/. ; alum, 
10,000/.; sea coals, 6,300/. ; the sugar farm, of the 
impost on sugars, 5,000/, : the tobacco farm, a similar 



220 HISTORY OF TAXATION. 

amount ; unwrouglit cloths, 1,000/. ; the three ^lence 
on strangers' goods, 3,000/. ; and other items, in- 
cluding butlemge and the old drapery, lesser amounts. 

But the practice of taking fines upon renewal of 
the farm leases, detracts from the value of the account 
as an index of the amount received from the port 
duties; for instance, in 1619, when the subsidy and 
imposts of the French wines were let to tlie farmers of 
the petty farm for three years, the usual terra of a 
customs' lease, 50,000/., was paid as a fine ; ' and 
mdeed, Cranfield, now earl of Middlesex, was turning 
his knowledge of tricks at the custom-house to his own 
account; in 1621, he obtained a surrender of a lease 
of the impost on sugar, granted for three years in 1620 
at a rent of 6,666/. 13^. id. ; obtained a new lease 
from the king to two of his servants for his use at 
2,000/. per annum ; let the impost to farmers at 
6,000/. per annum, and pocketed the difference.* This 
formed one of the articles of accusation against him 
in May 1624, when for various malpractices he was 
deprived of office and sent to tlie Tower. 

The yield of this revenue was, in July 1623, 
323,642/.;* of which the great customs and silks 
yielded 160,000/.; the wines and currants, 43,450^. ; 
the uew impositions, 61,472/.; pretermitted customs, 
23,269/.; alum, 9,600/.; sea coals, 8,330/.; sugar, 
2,000/. ; tobacco, 8,380/. ; unwrought cloths, 1,000^. ; 
the three pence on strangers' goods, 2,794/. ; and other 
items, smaller amounts. 

' Par. lliat. i, 1417. - Ibi^. 1457 E. 

' CiwdiinT, ('hftrlet I. 11 ; Appendis, 34i, 
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On the accession of Charles to the throne in 1625, 
the commoas aeized this opportunity to raise the 
question of imposts in the largest possible form. In 
lien of the usual life grant of the customs' subsidies to 
the king at the commencement of a reign, they made 
only a limited grant for a single year. But the lords 
refused to alter the practice established by the pre- 
cedents which now ranged over a hundred and seventy 
years, and declined to ^lass the Bill in which this 
limited grant was embodied. Soon afterwards, in con- 
sequence of the visitation of the plague in London, the 
parliament was transferred to Oxford, and there was 
di&solved in August, without having passed any Act 
for the customs' subsidies. 

Without the revenue from this source, the ordinary 
government of the country coidd not have been 
carried on ; and on the ground that this revenue 
formed an income which had ' constantly continued 
for many ages, and was now a principal part of the 
revenue of the crown, and was of necessity to be so 
continued for the supportation thereof,' the king was 
advised to continue to levy it under order of coimcil 
by royal warrant, ' until such time as by parliament, as 
in former times, it might receive an absolute settling.' 
This, accordingly, was done, in the form ordinarily 
used for imposts.' 

In the second parliament of the king which met in 
February, 1626, a committee of grievances, appointed 
by the commons, reported against the practice of 
impositions and the levy of tunnage and poundage 



L 



222 IIISTOIIY OF TAXATION. 

without the autliority of parliament ; but this parliament 
was dissolvcj in June, in consequence of the refusal of 
the commons to grant supplies and their prosecution 
of the inipeachmeut of Buckingham. 

The levy of compulsory gifts, benevolences and 
loans engaged the more immediate attention of the 
nest parliament, which met in March, 1628, and 
eventually the king assented to the condemnation, by 
the Petition of Eight, ' of all such attempts to enforce, 
by means of any tax,' a word which, as then used, 
was synonymous with assessment, ' contributions from 
the subject, without the common consent by Act of 
parliament,' and received from parliament a grant of 
five subsidies. But the Petition of Eight did not directly 
touch the impositions, and in answer to a further 
remonstrance against the levy of tunnage and poundage 
without the consent of parHament, the king stated that 
he had ' never meant to give away, and could not 
possibly do without this revenue,' and the parliament 
was dissolved on March 10, 1629. 

During the eleven years of personal government by 
the king without a parliament which followed, the 
collection of tunnage and poundage was continued 
under royal warrants, and in 1635 the revenue had 
increased to 350,000Z. The great customs and silks 
protluced 150,000/.; wines and currants, 60,347^,; 
new impositions, 53,091/. ; pretermitted customs, 
17,667/.; alum, 11,000/.; sea coals, 8,300/.; sugar, 
2,000/. ; tobacco, 10,000/. ; unwrought cloths, 1,000/. ; 
three pence on strangers' goods, 2,883/. ; new imposi- 
tions, on lead and wine, 9,500/. ; and other items, 
lesser amoimts. 
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In this year a new Book of Rates was issued * for 
the better balancing of trade in relation to the imposi- 
tions in foreign parts upon the native commodities of 
the kingdom.!' This added about 70,000/. to the 
revenue/ and the Book of Eates was subsequently- 
altered in various items of charge.^ 

The dissolution of the short parliament, which met 
on April 13, 1640, on May 5, in consequence of the 
refusal of the commons to proceed at once to the 
question of supply, left the question of the right to 
levy duties at the ports to be settled in the fifth 
parliament of the king, which met in November. 
Eventually, in June, 1641, the king gave his assent to 
a Bill for a grant of tunnage and poundage for two 
months. After which the subsidies were continued 
from time to time by a series of Acts passed for the 
purpose. 

The increase in commerce raised the yield of this 
revenue in 1641 to little less than half a million.' 

^ Lord Keeper Coventry, to the privy council in May. 
® Foedera, xx. 118. 

* Koberts. Treasure of Traffic published in 1641, Anderson, Com- 
merce, ii. 391 J Sinclair, Hist. Eev. i. 260. 
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CHAPTER II. 



RIRECT TAXES, ISCLUDIKG FIFTEENTHS A^fD TENTHS, T^j 
GENERAL SUBSIDIES, AND POLL TAXES. 

The old Bystem iif fiTteentliB and teutlis and subaidies continued. GronP 
of six fifteentha and tenths and four anbaidies in 1606, and of one 
flrtsenth and tentli and one subsidy in 1609. Grants in 1620 and 
1623. Thii last of the Aft^nths and tenths. Grant of live subaidies 
to king Chai-Iea in 162S. Sis subsidies for the northern army granted 
in December 1640 and February 1041. Grant, in Jtdy 1641, of a poll 
tax for the dtsbandment of the nortberu army. 

Fifteenths and tenths aud subsidies iu the old form 
continued to be used under the Stuart kings, a fifteenth 
and tentl], after the deduction of 6,000^. iu relief of 
decayed towns, yielding betweeu 29,000/. and 30,000/. ; 
a subsidy now only about 70,000/. A grant from the 
clergy always acf.ompanied a grant from the laity, and 
was confirmed in the usual manner by parliament, A 
clerical subsidy of 4s. in the pound continued to 
duce about 20,000/. 

The first grant to king James, made by the parlii 
ment that so narrowly escaped the guujrowder 
consisted of six fifteenths and tenths and three sub- 
sidies from the laity and four clerical subsidies ; •■ and 
three years after this, in IGIO, after the remonstiunce 
against the impositions and Salisbury's declaration of 
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the king's intention to revoke those that resembled 
internal taxes, another fifteenth and tenth and one lay 
and one clerical subsidy were granted.' In 1620 there 
was a grant, for assistance to the new king of Bohemia, 
of two lay, and three clerical, subsidies ; ' and in 1623, 
after the abolition of the monopolies, the king received 
three fifteenths and tenths and three subBidies from the 
laity, and four subsidies from the clergy,^ towards the 
expenses of the preparations for war with Spain about 
the treaties for the marriage of Charles and tlie 
Infanta and the restitution of the Palatinate. The 
fifteen^ and tenths granted in 1623 proved to be the 
last; for though, subsequently, in the first parliament 
of king Charles, after two lay and three clerical subaidies 
had been granted,^ a motion was made to increase the 
grant by the addition of two fifteenths and tenths, the 
motion was rejected ; and the grant of three fifteenths 
and tenths made in the next parliament, in 1626, was 
not passed into law before the dissolution. 

After the disappearance of tlie fifteenth and tenth 
from the fiscal list, in which it had occupied so pi-o- 
minent a position since the settlement of 1334, the 
subsidy still continued to be used ; and in June 1628, 
after the repression by the Petition of Eight of the 
attempts to collect revenue by means of semi-com- 
pulsory gifts, benevolences and loans, five lay and five 
clerical subsidies were granted to the king,^ for Buck- 
inghain's intended expedition to Kochelle in his 
duellum with Eichelieu. 
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W]]i]e government was can-ied on without a parlia- 
ment, 1G29-1G40, the place of subsidies in the lax 
list was occupied by the king's ship-writs ; but after 
the suppression of that form of exaction in the fifth 
parliament of the king, the old form of taxation was 
revived. Two subsidies were granted for the relief of 
the army and the northern parts of the kingdom on 
December 10, and two more on December 23.^ Those 
were accepted by the king in February, 1641, and two 
more were granted on the 20th of that month.^ 

In all, the six subsidies would produce about 
420,000/. ; but this monpy came in slowly. In July 
a poll tax was voted, as a more ready means of obtain- 
ing the money required for the disbanding of the 
northern army ; and speedy payment was urged in a 
proclamation issued by the king.^ 

This tax was charged upon persons ' according 
to their ranks, dignities, offices, callings, estates, and 
qualities,' as follows: — For every duke, 100/, ; marquess, 
80/. ; earl, 60/. ; viscount and baron, 40/. ; knight of 
the bath, 30/.; knight bachelor, 20/.; esquire, 10/.; 
every gentleman spending 100/. per annum, 5/. ; per- 
sons having an income of 50/., 40s. ; 20/. per annum, 
5a>. ; 10/. per annum, 2s. ; 5/. per annum, Is. ; with 
a poll tax of 6(f. for all other persons.^ It produced 
about 400,000/. 

' Com. Jmir. 11. * 16 C«r, I. cc. 3, 4, = Foedera, ix, 483. 

' Ifl Oar, I. e. 9. From Best's Farming Book, p. 93, we leum thai in 
KlniBwell.iii Yorkshire, whicliWMBfisesaed to a suleidy at 101. in bonis, Ihp 
poll was ajwesRed as follows : — ' There wm 5/. ISt. Grf., whereof the lord of 
thi- ruaiUDr paid fii. 1». ; eight of his Bervaots, 4s. ; William Whitehead I*, 
for bis land, and 1». 6d. for his thcee children. All the rest or th« (arwea 
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in the town paid only per poll, 6d, for themselves, their wives, and as 
many of their children as were above sixteen years of age. The assessors 
in every town were made also collectors of all such sums as were to be 
gathered within their several towns and constableries, and were assigned 
to pay the said moneys at the commissioner's housei some at one commis- 
sioner's house and some at another/ 
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THE SHIP WRITS. 



1G34— 1C41. 



Tlie sliip writs. Position of (be kinff as reg-arJs the imposition of taxca 
upon property. Tlie Petition of Bight. Eipedienfa for obtaining 
revenue used during the personal rule of Charlea L Tbe king is 
demroiiB, in 1034, of increasing tbe navy, Koy frames tlie abip writs. 
PrecedeutB for these writs in tbe timea of tlie PUntagenets, tbe 
Spanish Arn>nda in 1588, tbe attack on Algiers in 1018, and the war 
with Spain, 1030. Noy's difficulty in draughting the first writs for 
maritime counliea and towns. Firat issue of the writs in October, 
1034. The ftmount raised by tlie writs. No eerioua oppositiou to 
them. Second issue of writs for inland as well as marilimo counties 
and towns in Aug. 16ii5, The amount raised. Resistance to the 
levy. Acoae is submitted to tbe judges. Tbe ir opinion. Third and 
fourth issues of writa. Hampden's caae. Decision of the court. 
Fifth and sixth isauea of writs. The short parliament, Tbe long 
parliament, Sept. 1640. The Act againat ship money. 

T[[E famous sliip writs of king Charles I. fonuGd an 
extra-parliamentary method of obtaining the result of 
a tax on property. Tliey embodictl the ultimate ex- 
prcBsion of the ingenuity of the king's advisers in the 
in\-ontion of means to enable him to rule without a 
parliament. 

It will be remembered that the position of the 
king as regards tlie levy of taxes on property was 
clear and acknowledged. Except in the case of the 
Jews, who had been liable to indefinite extortion at 
tlio hands of the king because they were permitted to 
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be here solely at liis will, and in the case of tlie teuauts 
of royal demesne, who by reason of their relation to 
the king as tlieir landlord, were liable to tallage when 
he was in debt — ^with these two exceptions, the king 
never had any right to take au aid or subsidy from 
the subject without the consent of parliament, unless 
it were for knighting his son, for the marriage of his 
eldest daughter, or to ransom hisi^raou, and then only 
to a reasonable amount. On any other occasion the 
grant was in the hands of parHamcnt. 

An acknowledgment of this right of parliament was 
implied in the terms used for the contribntioua in aid 
of the king, which were demanded as for ' gifts ' and 
' benevolences,' or under the siiecious pretest of 
' loans ; ' and these attempts at exaction and any tax of 
the kind had been suppressed by the Petition of Eight, 
to which the king had given his assent in 1628. 

In the period of the personal rule of king Charles 
without a parhament, 1629-1640, his olficers strained 
to the utmost the feudal revenue from wardship and the 
incidents of the feudal tenures, which, in consequence 
of the difficulties in the way of carrying out the Great 
Contract iu 1610, still continued in force; fines for 
knighthood were rigidly enforced ; large tracts of land 
were claimed for the king, as in encroachment on the 
royal forests ; monopolies were revived for companies 
established in evasion of the statute of monopolies ; 
and projects for an excise were started. But all the 
methods enforced for obtaining money for the king 
failed to bring the total revenue more than uyi to the 
mark of the ordinary peace expenditure. 
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At last, in 1C34, when additional revenue was re- 
quired by the king, who was extremely desirous to 
increase his navy, the ship writs were devised as a 
means for the purpose by William Noy, a hard-headed 
lawyer, who formerly, when on the popular side, had 
introduced into the house of commons, in 1621, a 
motion for an inquiry into the moiiopohes, but who, 
subsequently, joining the king's party, had been 
appointed attorney- general, in October 1631. He was 
already famous for his ' project of soap ' to produce a 
levenue fi'om this article by means of a monopoly to 
the corporation of soap-boilers.^ 

There was nothing new in the use of ship writs. 
They formed a well-known means of getting together 
a navy in times of war. Before the invention of cannon 
there was little difference between any ship worthy to 
be called a merchant vessel and a ship of war ; and in 
the times of the Plantagenefs, when we had no perma- 
nent navy, when ships were wanted for war, the sea-port 
towns had been required lo furnish their ships with 
men and equipment for the defence of the kingdom.* 
A permanent navy, commenced by Henry VTH., with 
the Eegent and the Harry Gr&ce a Dieu, or ' the Great 
Harry,' had been carefully increased by him and Eliza- 
beth, who, to the ' one and twenty great ships and three 
notable galleys, with the sight whereof and the rest of 
the royal navy it was incredible how much her grace 
was delighted,' added, after the breacli with Spain, ouo 
large ship at least every year. But even after this 
formation of a permanent royal navy, it was from 
' Pi)K(, p. 244. ' Writ to London, a.p. 1336, Foedera, iv, 6t». 
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fhc merchant uavy tliat two-thinls of the 8hi|)s tliat 
formed tlie fleet against tlie Armada were derived ; 
and they were the result of ship writs, issued according 
to precedent, to London and the other port towns, re- 
quiring them to furnish sliips and their equipmuut for 
tlie defence of the kingdom. Thus also, in 1618, the 
greater number (12 out of 18) of the vessels employed 
in the attack on Algiers — the only warlike ojieration 
by sea undertaken by James I. — were ships hired from 
private merchants ; and on this occasion tlie port towns 
had been required to provide ships, and ship money 
was levied for the purpose.^ Ajid lastly, as late &s in 
1626, when we were at war with Spain, the seaports had 
been required, after the dissolution of ])arhament, to 
provide and maintain a fleet of ships for three 
months.^ 

But all these were war precedents, and applied 
only to the port towns ; and Noy's ingenuity in building 
upon them hia famous superstructure consisted in 
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London , 
Bristol . 


£40,000 
2,500 


Southampton . 
Newcastle 


Eieter . 
Plymouth . . 
Durtmoiitli 


1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


The Cinque Ports 
Ipswich 
Colchester . 


Baniataplo 
Hull . 


500 
500 


Poole . . 
OheHtcr . 




450 


Lyme . 



L 



£46,560 
Gardiner, P. Charles, i. 276. 
In 1610 the city of Exeter paid 600/, ' towards euppresmng pii-atea ' 
Hamilton, Quarter Sessions, p, 64. 

' See, 88 to the shipH required from Exeter, vie., two ships of I'OO ton 
with twelve pieces oi' ui-dnanuj find 132 men. Ibid, p, Hi), ' 
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draughting the preamble of the ' new wrila of an olil 
edition,' ao as to bring the case, as far as possibl 
within the precetlents, and to prepare the way fai>. 
a more cstensive issue of writs tliroughout 
kingttom, on the plan of the ahip-geld of Anglo-Sasoi 
tiuies.^ 

At this time, thoiigli England was at peace witm 
otlier nations, a rising jealousy of the importance 
t]ie Dutch threatened at no distant date to leatl to 
war with them upon the question of the close or open 
sea.' War was going on between the Spimiards and 
Fiench and the Dutch. While the Barbiiry pirates had 
extended their ravages upon our merchant ships even 
to within sight of our coasts. Such was the state of 
affairs. Noy made the most of them. He began 
infusing a spirit of crusade into the business by stigi 
tising the corsairs as ' Turks, enemies of the Chri 
name ; ' grouped these ' thieves, robbers, and pirates 
the sea ' together in bands ; recited their capture of sbi| 
and men in the channel and their further preparatioi 
of ships ' to molest our merchants and grieve the kiuj 
dom ; ' and, referring to the wars abroad and 
]jnssibility that we might be involved in them — ' 
dangers which in these times of war do hang over ■ 
lieads ; ' thus presented a strong case for providing 
' the defence of the kingdom, safeguard of the 

' Ante, p. 10. 

' A brief statement of the purport of IIup'o Grotius' treatise, ' 
Liberum, eivs de jure qund Batavid conipetit ad Indicana C 
BiBBertatio, ' 1613, and W. Welwood'a treatise, ' De Dommio ] 
1616, in anawer, ia given in AnderEon, Oommerce, ii, SSS-S", 
t^elden's Mare Clauaum, 1635, see ihid. 361 ; and for Sir P. I 
■Siimmaiy tkeieof, ibid, iii, M.5, Appendix, 
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security of the subjects, antl safe conduct of sliips and 
merchandise coming to the kingdom and passing out- 
wards to foreign parts.' Then he went on to say — in 
allusion to tlie principle of the old ship-geld of Anglo- 
Saxon times, that the whole kingdom ought, it was true, 
to bear tlie bitrden of defence, but the maritime counties 
and towns were 'more chiefly bound to set a helping 
liand, not only because they got more plentiful gain by 
the sea than others, but also because it was their duly 
of allegiance to defend the sea coast and keep up the 
honour of the king there,' for which reason writs were 
sent to them on this occasion.^ 

The writs were issued on October 20, 1634.' 
There was no opposition to this levy, which, after 
all, was not an unprecetlented charge, though some 
towns petitioned against what they regarded as an 
overestimate of the proportion of the whole amount to 
be paid by the town, and the citizens of London, who 
were chai"ged with the payment of a fifth of the whole 
Sinn, remonstrated on the ground they had advanced 
in former times against tallage, of their peculiar privi- 
leges of exemption from such levies, by reason of their 
charter, their ancient liberties and acts of parhament. 
I3ut a summons of the lord mayor before the council 



' The attorney-general, ' with his own hftnd ' — accorjiog to 
(llavciiduii — ' dniiighterl and prepared the ship writs' for tlie muritima 
Inwns and counties. ' Noj,' writes Selden, in his Table Talk, ' brought 
in the ship money for maritime towns, which was like putting in a litlle 
aiiger that afterwards jou may put in a greater. Ue that pulls down Ihe 
iii'st Wiek does the main work ; afterwards, it is easy to pull down the 

' For the form of writ, see Rushworth, ii, 257, Noy died liefore tlie 
issue of the writs. 
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and a stormy meeting ended in the submission of the 

Londoners to obey the king's orders in tlie matter. 

The amount raised was 104,252/., a sum obviously 
insufficient for any extensive increase of the navy, 
while the course of events on tlie continent increased 
the anxiety of Charles to strengthen his force at sea. 
He was now advised to advance in the business and 
carry the intention of taxing the whole kingdom into 
effect by means of a second set of ship writs, to extend 
to inland as well as maritime counties and towns ; and 
in June, the lord keeper, Coventry, in the usual address 
to the judges of assize in the Star Chamber, previous 
to their going on circuit, informed them to that effect, 
and that the grounds on winch the council had advised 
the step were that ' since all the kingdom was interested 
both in the honour, safety and profit, it was just and 
reasonable that they should all put to tlieir helping 
hands,' ' 

Accordingly on August 18, 165^5, a second issue of 
ship writs was ordered, to extend to inland as well as 
maritime counties and towns. 

In these writs the recital of the reasons for the issue 
was altered so as to suit the circumstances. They pro- 
ceeded upon the old principle of the ship-geld of 
Anglo-Saxon times, that inasmuch as the burden of 
defence relates to all, it sliould be borne by all, accord- 
ing to the law and custom of England. A writ was 
sent to the sheriff of every county, and separate writs 
to a number of the principal cities and towns. The 
writs stated the tunuage of the ship or ships required 



' Rush worth, ii. atJi-8. 





THE SHIP WHITS. 235 

ami the place of rendezvous at a given tkte, awl con- 
tained elaborate provisions for the apiK^rtionment of tlie 
expense between the different parts and towns in the 
county, the assessment of the contributoriea, and the 
collection of the rate.' In substance the levy was an 
extra- parliamentary levy of a subsidy of a fixed amount 
for the purpose of increasing tlie navy ; for it was not 
necessary to provide the ship itself or the meu. A 
s^KJcial commission was issued for the loan of ships and 
pinnaces of the king's own to counties and towns un-; 
able to find them as required by the writs, and the 
arming and furnishing them in warlike manner witli 
orduance and munition of all sorts ; and the treasurer 
of the navy was empowered to receive from the officers 
of the counties and towns, all moneys paid in for the 
said ships and service.* 

Although the whole sum to be raised was but 
208,900/., a sum less than the produce of three sub. 
sidies, this more extended application of the ship writs 
encountered opposition not only in inland counties, but 
also in maritime places where the previous levy had not 
been opposed. No doubt the new assessment involved 
in the levy tended to render the ship money unpopular 
throughout the country ; for the contributories would 
have to expect that their assessments would be raised 
m the king's subsidy books, and for all the different 
loial levies of the period — for building houses of 

' ' De warranto speciali Thonie Domino Coventry, Custodi Magni 
SiftiUi Angliae.' — Foedero, xii. 658 et eeq. 

" Foedera, sis. 607-0. For the instructions and directiona from tho 
InrdB uf the council for asseBsing and levying tLe sliip money ftgainst the 
nest spring, see Kushworth, ii. ^50-64. For tlie particulars of a writ o( 
tliis issue, ace Appendix IV, p. 2U3. 
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correction, for coutrjbutious for places stricken by the 
plague, rates for the poor, &c. And no donbt thepeople 
also resented the iuterference of the sheriff in the busi- 
ness. But it was not for these reasons only that ship 
money met with opposition. It was now opposed on 
principle. In Oxfordshire, in the bundred of Bloxham, 
where stands lord Saye and Sele's castle of Broughton, 
the constables, evidently upon careful advice, refused to 
proceed to the assessment, on the ground that they 
' had no authority to assess or tax any man ' and con- 
ceived the warrants sent to them did not give them any 
])ower to do so, and eventually sir Peter Wentworth, 
the sheriff, was ordered hiraaelt' to make the necessary 
assessment. Wliile troubles of the same kind occurred 
in Devonshire and other places. 

In these circumstances the king caused a case to 
be submitted to the judges, in February, 1636, for their 
opinion as to the legality of the levy and his power to 
enforce payment of the ship money, and the twelve 
judges, viz., the justices of the courts of king's bench 
and common pleas and the barons of the esclieqiier, 
or ten of them according to some accounts, expressed 
and signed their opinion, in answer to (he questions 
put to them, as follows : — 

' We are of opinion that when the good and safety 
of the kingdom in general is concerned and the whole 
k'mijdom is in danger, your Majesty may by writ under 
your great seal of England, command all tlie subjects 
of this your kingdom at their charge to provide and 
furniab such a number of ships, with men, victuals, 
and munition, and for such time as your majesty may 
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fit, for the defence and safeguard of the king- 
dom from such danger and peril ; and tliat by law 
your majesty may compel the doing thereof in case of 
refusal or refractoriness.' 

' We are also of opinion that in such case your 
majesty ia the sole judge, both of the danger and 
when and how tiie same is to be prevented and 
avoided.' ^ 

This opinion was, by command of the king, en- 
rolled in the courts of chancery, king's bench, common 
pleas and exchequer, and also entered among the 
remembrances of the court of star chamber ; and thus 
fortified, be continued the levy of ship money. A 
third issue of ship writs, similar to those issued on the 
second occasion in 1635, was ordered in August 1C3G, 
and they produced 202,240/. And in September 1637 
there was a fourth issue of wiita.^ 

Although under the new assessments, the ship money 
was, certainly, more fairly assessed than any fifteenth 
and tenth or subsidy hitherto collected — for indeed, it 
was of extreme importance to the king that no fault to 
be found with the assessment or any detail of the tax 
should endanger the rapidity and ease of the collection 
— and although the amount levied was no more than 
about the annual average of the produce of the subsidies 
granted to the king by parliament in the earlier part 
of the reign, the opposition of the jieople to ship 
money increased on every occasion of a levy. Already 

' Kusliworth, ii, 355. 

' Foadera, xi. 66 ; Commisaion for sliips in aid, Jan. 31, 1637, ibid, 
and Faedorft, xx. 101) ; CommiBslon for ships in aid, Dec. 28, 1037, 
ibid. 184. 
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Eobert Chambers, a raercliant of London, an old 

opponent of the imposts who had suffered imprison- 
ment for his opposition, liad endeavoured to test the 
legality of ship money in a court of law, but without 
sur-ccss ; for the court had refused to hear his counsel 
on the ground, as stated by sir Eichard Berkeley, that 
' the question raised was one of government and not 
of law.' And now lord Saye and Sele, and John Hamp- 
den, a Buckinghamshire squire, determined to obtain a 
legal decision upon the point. The king, confident in 
the opinion expressed by the judges, had no reason to 
offer any opposition to the course proposed, and Hamp- 
den's, made a test case, came on for bearing in the 
court of exchequer in November 1637. 

In cases of great importance and difficulty arising 
in one of the three superior courts of law, it was usual 
to adjourn tlie case into the exchequer chamber, a 
court which, for this purpose, consisted of all the 
judges of the three courts. This course was taken 
by the barons of the exchequer in Hampden's case. 
The case was argued solemnly for several days; and 
in the result, it was decided by a majority of the judges 
that Hampden should be charged with the sum assessed 
on him, the main 'grounds and reasons for the decision 
being those of the estra-jndicial opinion of the judges 
in February 16.36. 

A fifth issue of writs, in 16.58, was followed by a 
sixth, in November, 1639.^ 

' According to Best's Fiirmiug Book, p. IGl, the township of Elmswell, 
which by custom was asseased to tha aubsidies at 101., was asseaaed 
to thp ship monpy, March 30, 1640, at 61, 10a. The whole beacon— 
Bayiiton beacon, a, Vorkabire name foe a division of n wnpentake or 
hundred — was assessed ' towaiii? llie building of two abips of 480 ton 
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A list of the distribution of ships to tlie several 
counties of England and Wales, with their tonnage 
and men as the same was ordered to stand in the year 
1639, is given in Appendix V. The charge is calcu- 
lated at 10/. per ton, viz., for a ship of 400 tons, 4,000/. 
The proportion of men to tonnage was always two 
men to every five tons. 

At last, the king wag compelled to summon a 
parliament, April 1640, in order to provide for the 
expenses of the preparations for the campaign in 
Scotland. But this parliament, subsequently known as 
the short parliament, was dissolved as soon as it 
appeared probable that they would refuse to proceed 
at once to the question of supply. 

In September the king summoned a great council 
of peers and laid before them the difficulties of his case, 
and on their advice, summoned in November the fifth, 
subsequently known as the Long Parliament This 
parliament, after passing the Triennial Act and the Bill 
of Attainder against Strsifibrd, settled the question of 
tuimage and poundage by granting the subsidy for a short 
term, and then proceeded to pass Acts against the ship 
money, distraint for knighthood and illegal impositions, 
and for ascertaining tiie bounds of the royal forests. 

The Act against ship money, 16 Car. I, c. 14, en- 
titled, ' An Act for declaring illegal and void the late 

apiece' at SlOi. ISi. 7d. Elmawell was always cliarged in tjonia, that is, 
at the rate of 2», 8d. to the siibsidj, a payment of 61. 10s. would, there- 
fore, ruprPBent about five aubsidiea on the old asaesBment. Two ahipa of 
480 tons lit 10/. the ton would be 0,000i for tlie county, the amount 
charged OD Yorkshire in the List of IXBtribution, though for a sing-te ship 
of (ICO tons. 
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proceedings touching ship money and for vacating all 
records and process concerning the same' recites ; — 

The issue of the ship-writs. The necessity of en- 
forcing iiayment against sundry persons by process of 
law. The proceedings against Hampden. The hear- 
ing of the case and the decision of the judges that 
Hampden should be charged with the sum assessed on 
him. The grounds for that decision. The extrajudicial 
opinion given by all the judges on the case submitted 
to them in FebruaiT- 1636, and, That other cases 
were then depending in the court of eschequer and 
in some other coiu-ts against other persons, for the like 
kind of charge, grounded upon the said writs com- 
monly called ship writs, all which writs and proceed- 
ings as aforesaid were utterly against the law of the 
land ; ' and enacts : — 

' That the SJiid charge imposed upon the subject for 
the providing and furnishing of ships, commonly called 
ship-money ; and the said extrajudicial opinion of the 
said justices and barons and the said writs, and every 
of them and the said agreement or opinion of, the 
greater part of the said justices and barons, and the 
said judgment given against the said John Hampden, 
were, and are, contrary to and against the laws and 
stiUutes of this realm, the right of property, the liberty 
of the subjects, former resolutions in Parliament, and 
the Petition of Eight made in the third year of the reign. 

' And furtlier, that all and every the particulars 
prayed or desired in tiie said Petition of Eight, shall 
from henceforth be put in execution accordingly, and 
shall be firmly and strictly holdcn and observed, as in 
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the same Petition they are prayed and expressed. And 
that all and every the records and remembrances of all 
and every the judgment enrolments, entry and pro- 
ceedings as aforesaid, and all and every the proceedings 
whatsoever, upon, or by pretext or colour of any of 
the said writs commonly called ship writs, and all and 
every the dependants on any of them, shall be deemed 
and adjudged to all intents, constructions and purposes 
to be utterly void and disannulled, and that all and 
every the said judgment, enrolments, entries, proceed- 
ings, and dependants of what kind soever, shall be 
vacated and cancelled in such manner and form as 
records use to be that are vacated.' ^ 

* Statutes at Large. 
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CHAPTER rV. 



BENEVOLENCES. MONOPOLIES. THE TAKIFF OP IIOSOES. 



1. Benevidenccf:!. 



Benevolence levied in 1614 after the dissolution of ■ tbe addled ptirliii- 
iu«jt.' ADOther, iii 1822, for tlie Palatinate. Suppreseioii of forced 
loana and benevolencea by the Petition of Bight, in 1627. 

When the disputes between kini^' James and his parlia- 
ment Iiad begun, and ' the addled parliament,' as it 
was termed, on the refusal of the commons to go into 
the question of supply nntil their grievances were re- 
dressed, had been dissolved in June, 1614, without 
passing any Act, the king had recourse to a benevolence 
in lieu of a subsidy. Letters were sent from the lords 
of the council into the several sJiires, to the sheriffs 
and justices of the peace, to move them to exertions 
to obtain gifts of money and plate for the king, and 
the money and plate were to be sent to the Jewel 
House, in Whitehall, with a register in wTiting of the 
value of every particular gift and the name of the 
giver, to be presented to his majesty's view.^ 

Another benevolence was subsequently raised in 
1622, after the dissolution of the parliament of 1G21 
for the recovery of the Palatinate. This benevolence 
^ llaniiltoii. liiiftrter Swaicins, pp. 43-7. 
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was strictly enforced in many cases. 'The beiievo- 
leuce goes on,' writes mr. Mead to air Martin Stiiteville, 
in February, 1622. 'A merchant of London who 
had been a cheesemonger, but now rich, was sent for 
by the council, and reqitired to give the king 200/., or 
go into the Palatinate and serve the array with cheese, 
beiug a man of eighty years of age. He yielded rather 
to pay, though he might better have given nine sub- 
aidiea according as he stands vahied. This was told 
me by one that heard it from his own month.' ^ 

But this form of exaction and the cognate exactions 
of forced loans were eventually suppressed, in the nest 
reign, by the Petition of Eight, to which king Charles 
gave his assent in March, 1627, in the following terms: 
— ' That no man hereafter be compelled to make 
or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, tax or such-like 
charge, without common consent by Act of parliament ; 
and that none be called to make answer, or take such 
oath, or give attendance, or be confined or otherwise 
molested or disquieted concerning the same, or for 
refusal thereof.' 



2. Monopolies. 

The question of monopolies rnised in lOSI. The stnlute i^Hinst mona- 
n 1624. Noj'b project of soap in 1637. Culpepper's observa- 
Q the monopolists in 1640. 

'he monopolies that caused so much debate in the 
1 parliament of king James were — the patent for 
. the patent for alehouses, and the patent for gold 

' Ellifl, OrifT. Letters, ii. seriBH, rol. iii. p. 241. 
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and silver thread, which was opposed by the gold- 
Hiiiitlis ; and in the fourth parhanient of the king, a 
statute was passed to restrict the grant of monopolies 
to patents for fourteen years and no more, for new- 
invented manufactures and arts never practised before 
and not mischievous to the state. A patent to sir 
Robert Maunsell for the manufacture of glass was 
excepted, and another to Edward lord Digby for smelt- 
ing iron with coal, and also all charters granted or to 
be granted to towns or public companies. It was 
under cover of this last exemjition that Noy's famous 
corporation of hoap hoilern was formed, in evasion of 
the statute, by means of which it was hojied that king 
Charles would be able to derive, in effect, a tax upon 
soft soap made in the kingdom.^ But numerous other 
monopolies were granted by the king under various 
pretexts; so that in his attack on the monopolists, in 
the long parliament, in November, 1640, Culpe]>per, 
could say : ' These men, hke the frogs of Egypt, have 
gotten possession of our dwellings, and we have scarce 
a room free from them. They sup in our cup, they 
dip in oiu- dish, they sit by our fire ; we find them in 
the dye- vat, the wash-bowls, and the powdering-tub ; 
they share with the butler in his box ; they have 
marked and scaled us from head to foot. They have 
a vizard to hide the brand made by that good law in 



' The corporation of aoap boilers ]Mi<l n duty of 8^. per ton on all soap 
mftnufactured, in Rdditinn to the lO.OOO;. for tlieir pntent. Focdera, 
xix. OS, 881. Aa to the ntt^niptA made to ' Linder the kind's good in- 
tentions ' in ibis matter of soap, and liis rigorous measured for enforcinft 
his intentiona, eee ' a proclamation for the well ordering of the mHhin^ 
of Boft sonp, and for the sctllinfr the price thereof Foedera %\x. BOW. 
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tlie last i)arliaiiient of king James ; they shelter them- 
selves under the name of a corporation ; they make 
bye-laws which serve their turns to squeeze us and fill 
their purses.'^ 

3. The Tariff of Honors, 

Copied from the measures of Sully in France. Creation of the new ord 

of baronets. The price of other titles. 

A considerable sum of money in the whole was 
derived by king James from the sale of honors and 
dignities, a method of obtaining revenue copied from 
the measures taken in France by Sully, the famous 
minister of Henri IV. ^ The charge best known is that 
for admission into the order of baronets, a new hereditary 
knighthood created by the king. The price was fixed 
at the amount of the ' maintenance of thirty foot soldiers 
for three years, at 8rf. a day each,' to assist the king's 
troops in the reduction of Ulster, in Ireland, that is to 
say, 1,095Z. The price for a barony was fixed at 
10,000/.; that for a viscounty, at 15,000/.; and that 
for an earldom, at 20,000/. It must not be assumed 
that these titles could be bought at random ; purchasers 
were requu:ed to be of sufiicient position to maintain 
the dignity granted to them. 

^ Ilu3h worth, iv. 33. 

2 Clamageran, L'impot en France, vol. ii. Book iii. cap. 1. It was 
probably also in imitation of the tax on cards in France that, in 1631 an 
office was established for sealing packs of playing cards, to which tlie 
master and wardens of the company of makers of playing cards sent, in 
pursuance of a contract made with the king, a certain number of packs 
of cards weekly. A similar contract was made with the company of 
dicemakers. The imposts were farmed ; and the packs of cards and dice 
were required to be sealed and stamped. Rushworth, ii. 103 ; Foedera 
XX 146. 
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THE ORDINANCE OF THE SALADIN TITHE, 1188. 

LATIN TEXT. 

1 . Unusquisque decimam reddituum et mobiliuin suorum 
in eleemosynam dabit hoc anno, exceptis armis et equis et 
vestibus militum, exceptis similiter equis et libris et vestibus 
et vestimentis et omnimoda capella clericorum, et lapidibus 
pretiosis tarn clericorum quam laicorum. 

2. Colligatur autem pecunia ista in singulis parochiis, 
praesente presbytero parochiae, et archipresbytero, et uno 
Templario et uno Hospitalario, et serviente domini regis et 
clerico regis, serviente baronis et clerico ejus, et clerico epi- 
scopi ; facta prius excommunicatione ab archiepiscopis, epi- 
scopis, archipresbyteris singulis in singulis parochiis, super 
unumquemque qui decimam praetaxatam legitime non de- 
derit, sub praesentia etconscientia illorum qui debent, s^cunt 
dictum est, interesse. Et si aliquis juxta conscientiUm illorum 
minus dederit quam debuerit, eligentur de parochia quatuor 
vel sex viri legitimi, qui jurati dicant quantitatem illam 
quam ille debuisset dixisse ; et tunc oportebit ilium super- 
addere quod minus dedit. 

3. Clerici autem et milites qui crucem acceperunt, nihil 
de decima ista dabunt, sed de proprio suo et dominico : et 
quidquid homines illorum debuerint ad opus illorum coUi- 
getur per supradictos, et iis totum reddetur. 

4. Episcopi autem per litteras suas in singulis parochiis 
episcopatuum suorum facient nunciari, et in die Natalis, et 
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Sancti Stephani, et Sancti Johannis, ut unusquisque decimam 
praetaxatam infra purificationem Beatae Virginis penes se 
coUigat, et sequent! die et deinceps, illis praesentibus qui 
dicti sunt, ad locum quo vocatus fuerit, unusquisque per- 
solvat. — Benedictus Abbas, ii. 31 ; Hoveden, ii. 336. 



APPENDIX II. 

SOJIK I'AUTlUULAltS OF THE SCHEDULliS OF ASSESS- 
MENT FOR THE TAXES OX MOVEABLES. COL- 
CIIESTEK, l-1t6 AND 1301. 



A^setisraent for the 1th in 1295. Btiiyus Oolchnnter. 

In the twenty-fourth yeiir of the reign of king Edward, 
Kon of king Henry, an asscBsinent was made within the pre- 
cinct and liberty of the borough of Colchester, of the goods 
and chattels of every one, as possessed on Michaelmas Day 
last pafit, .... for the grant to the said king Edward made 
for the defence of the kingdom, and as an aid for bis war 
lately commenced against his enemies and the rebellious in 
France, by twelve burgesscB of Colchester, that is to say 
{here follow their naTnes)^ who say on their oath that — 

Richard, prior of the church of 8t. Botolph at Colchester, 
had on Michaelmas Day last past:— 10 quarters of wheat 
(siliginis, groa ble), at 5b. a quarter; 12 quarters of barley, 
at 4s. a quarter; 8 quarters of oats, at 2a. a quarter; 4 
beasts of the plough, at Ss. a beast ; 4 oxen, at half a mark 
(6«. 8rf.) an ox ; 1 bull, value 5fl. ; 6 cows, at 5fl, a cow ; 32 
sheep, at %d. a sheep ; and 7 Iambs, at &d. a lamb. — Total, 
\Ql. 12e. 6d. The 7th of which =30s. 4id.' 

' The fartliiiig (quadrans) waa first mads ia VllH, Ujh year in whiuU 
the halfpeiKiy (obolun) previnualy BBiuitirciikr, as a penny cut in two in 
the middle, was made rnuiid. Waltiiieliftm, i. 10. 
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Master William Waryn (vicar, as we learn from the assess- 
ment for 1301) had, on the same day, chattels and goods to 
the amount of 161. 9s. Sd. In most particulars, this assess- 
ment resembles that of the prior, including a bull ; * it in- 
cludes also two poor horses and a cart, valued at 10s. ; 3 
calves, at ]2d. a calf; 12 pigs, at I2d. a pig; and hay, 
valued at Ss. 

Following the items of assessment, we come, two items 
from the last, to a sea-coal dealer, Edward de Bemeholte, 
who has: — 30 quarters of sea-coal, at Qd. a quarter; 12^ 
quarters of salt, at 5s. a quarter ; iron valued at 258.; 2 cups 
of silver, valued at 12s. ; a cup of mazer,^ value 3s. ; a brass 
caldron, value 2s. 6d. ; and 4 silver spoons, at 10c?. a spoon. 
The total of his assessment is 61. 3s. 4d. 

A little further on, in the assessment of Edward Talbe, a 
cart and horses, not stated to be poor, are valued at a mark, 
13s. 4:d. 

The next item (the assessment of Henry Godyer) is the 
first that includes a bed ; valued at 4s. 

The next is the assessment of a tanner ; who has besides 
wheat, barley, oats, pigs, &c., leather, bark, and utensils for his 
tannery, valued at 5 marks (3Z. Qs. 8d.) ; garments (robam), 
at half a mark; three pounds of wool, at 28. per lb. ; a piece 
of woollen cloth, 10s. ; and a stack of wood (talewoda * fagat), 
58. : his total is 71. 8s. lOd. That of the next person, also 
a tanner, is Si. Is. 4c?. 

Many of the succeeding items show an insignificant 
total: — 8s. Sd.; lis. 4ci. ; a peperer, 14s. 4cZ. ; a miller 
(who has a pig, value 2s.), 7s. 4c?. ; two dyers, one of whom 
has woollen cloth to the value of 15s. : his total is 28s. 4c?. ; 

* The vicarial tithes included tithe of cattle. 

^ Mazer, of maple, or some other hard wood. The drinking-cups, at 
this date, in this class of life were usually of horn or wood. The mazer 
cup was shaped like a bowl ; the value, in these assessments, varies from 
Is. to Ss, 

^ Firewood cleft and cut into billets of a certain length. See 34 & 
35 Hen. VIII. c. 3. 
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the other, a piece of woollen cloth, value half a mark, and 4 
lbs. uf wool: his total is 3i. 15s, 3d. A glove-maker, with 
white leather and gloves valued at 18s., and a total of 30a. 
lloger I^mb, a butcher, has (beaides other moveables) 6 
carcasses of beef, at 5s. a carcass; 16 carcasses of sheep, at 
5d. a carcass; and tallow and fat, &c. Two shoeraakers, each 
assessed for leather and shoes at 7s., have no other goods, 
A little further on, another sea-coal dealer, John Bonlefe, 
has, besides olher chattels, 18 quarters of sea-coal, at Gd. 
a (Quarter ; iron, valued at 2s. 6d. ; and a quai'ter of salt, 5s. 

The Schedule includes a number of tanners, Colchester 
being one of the chief export towns for leather; but they 
possess little else than their leather, bark, and tanning 
utensils. There are also linendrapers, assessed for their 
merchandise ; more butchers ; — ' Bandolph the butcher had 
on the said day, flesh, value 7s.; the 7th=12d. ;' fish- 
mongers : — Henry Pungston had on the said day herrings, 
value lOs., a cow, value 5a.: total 15a.; and William son 
of Henry Pungston had two quarters of wheat, frumentum, 
at 6s. 8d. a quarter ; and 98, in fish and herrings : total 
22s, 4d. ; and several other descriptions of small dealers and 
tradesmen. 

The Schedule concludes with the assessments for the 
townshipsofMiIand,GTinsted,Westdomlaimde,andLexedene. 
which are included in assessment as forming j^rt of the 
boroiigh. In these assessments the return rarely includes 
more than a cow and a small quantity of com, principally 
biirley and oats. 

The most striking features presented by the Schedule 
are — the paucity of stock in trade and goods returned for a 
borough of such importance as Colchester ; the scarcity of 
valuables and household furniture ; the insignificant total of 
the vast majority of the assessments ; and, lastly, the pre- 
ponderance, in the assessments, of animals, beasts of the 
plough, eowa, sheep, pigs, and corn, principally barley and 
oats, over moveables of other descriptions. It has the 
appearance of a nu^l, rather than an urban tax roll. 
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Assessment for the geneiul fifteenth if 
of Colchester. 

Prelimisary Note. 

The seventh of 1295 had been granted as against an 
eleventh from the harons and knights ; the fifteenth granted 
in 1301 was general, for counties and towns. This assesa- 
ment is, therefore, much more strict than that for the 
seventh. The number of persons assessed is greater; the 
particulars of the moveables are very complete; and the 
operations of the assessor are conducted upon a careful 
system. He visits, first, the treasure chest, then the 
chamber; then the rest of the house; taking seriatim — 
where the house is so subdivided — kitchen, brewery, larder, 
and granary. His attention is nest directed to stcxik in 
trade or implements of handicraft. And, lastly, he values 
animals — horses, cows, sheep, and pigs; and hay and fuel. 
In the smaller eases the assessment is of course not so de- 
tailed. This done, he enrols the particulars in detail, 
sjjecifying the value placed upon each heading of property. 

Sokedtde of Assessment. 

The following are some of the principal moveables 
OBsessed ; — 

In Pecunia Num^nata.—^Moaej, but only in cases to be 
counted on the fingers, and, in those, the amount ia in- 
significant — 2s., 48., 6s. 8rf., 10s. or a mark, in one instance 
two marks (It. 6s. 8d.). 

In Thesauro. — Valuables, such as silver buckles, a fre- 
quent it»m — valued at 4rf., 6<i., 8rf., 9<?., 12d., and even 
as high as Is. 6rf. ; silver rings, valued at from ^d. to \b. ; 
silver spoons, scarce articles, valued at about 8(/. or 9d, ; 
silver cups and cups of ma/er, the value of the mazer cup 
being Is., 1». 4(f., Is. Qd., in many cases 2s., and in one 
case 3s. 

In Cdmem. — In the chamber the principal moveablne 
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assessed and their values are : — Articles of clothing, such as 
mantles and robes, from 5s. to lOa, ; aapertiinics or cloaks; 
tunics and linen (lintheamina,' which may include shirts as 
well as sheets) ; beds, from Zs, to 5a. : in a few cases there 
are two beds in the house ; household linen— the tablecloth 
(mappa), at Sd. to 2s., and napkins or towels (manutergia), 
at 5d. or Gd. ; kitchen utensils — the almost universal brass 
caldron or pot, valued from Is. Gd. to 3s. ; brass platter or 
dish, from Sd. to Is. 6d,, and brass bowl, probably for soup, 
from 6d. to Is. ; ' the tripod, valued at from 3d. to 8d., and 
the craticulum. Other articles, sometimes described as in 
the kitchen, sometimes as in the house, are : — the basin and 
ewer (lotor cum pelvi), and andirons or fivedogs. 

The contents of brewhouse, larder, and granary need not 
he specified ; in these particulars, the assessment resembles 
that for 1295 ; as also in regard to the animals, com, and 
fuel assessed. But to compare values: beasts of the plough 
remain at 3s., cows at 5s., and lambs at 6(/. each ; but sheep 
have risen from 8d. to I2d, each,' Grain of all sorts has 

' Griffin, eldest son of the Prince of North. Wales, endflavoiirs to 
escape from prison in tlie Tower (4-B- 1244') by means of a rope made 
of bis sheets — facta loi^a reste de lintheaminibus. (Matt, Paris, ii. 4S2.) 
In Ihese assessments the word may apply also to sbirta. But night- 
shirts were unki o vn — ^people slept alted 'n bed sec ho e pr i Zie 
Alhui, Intiodiict o pi 

" Brass was I cB\ if«d for the d mest c ute sils of Ih pen d 
' Every fatrahouse of ani mportance had ne o tw brass or copper 
pots, a jug and ban n of tl e same mater al sed appai-e tl f wash n" 
bands, aod a few d bes the last being ge erallv of mere sle der co 
struolion. These arlicles arc uni eraailv namwl n tl e n entor es f 
effects and in the registers and n ientutes of fami lock — Rigera ii/ i 
etdtare and Prices COS 

' Co'i/'. Table of ftvaragea of pneus of 1 e stock Rogeri ^^ (cw/^ur 
and n-icea. In London, temp. Edw. I., the carcass of the best ox sold 
for ISs. id.; of the best cow for 10s. ; of tliebest pig for 4s. ; of the best 
sheep for 2». See Xi6*r Alhu», Introduoliiin, p. 81. The following are 
the prices fixed by ordinance in 1315, a year of fejuiiie, after aeveral 
years of bad harvests: — For the best fat ox, not fed on grain, 16g., and 
nn more ; if fed on grain, and fat, 24». ; for the best cow, fat, 12s. ; for a 
pig of twelve— diiodecim — years old (a mistake for diiorum, two; spi- 
ordinance, ' pore gras de dens aniis '), 40rf, ; a fat sheep, unshorn, SOrf. ; a 
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decreased in value ; wheat, fmmentum, from 6a. Bd. to 48. ; 
siligo, from 5s. to 3s. a quarter; barley, from 4s. to 3s. ; 
and oats, from 2s, to Js. 8d.^ 

In this Schedule, aa in that for 1295, stock in trade and 
implements of handicraft stand for very little in the asaess- 
menta. Wool in Email quantities appears once or twice in 
the list ; it ia valued at Sd. the Ih., an advance of Id. on the 
value in 1295. 

The following is a list of the various occupations and 
trades of the taxpayers. First, there is the rector eccleaiae 
and several other clergymen ; then eomes the barber, who ia 
also surgeon * as far as blood-letting, the miller, baker, cook, 
mustarder, spieer, butcher, fisherman, brewer, and wine 
seller ; tanner, skinner, shoemaker, weaver, fuller, dyer, 
tailor, linendraper, girdlere, glovere, and taselere ; tiler, 
glazier (verrer), carpenter (with ' an ax termed " brodes," 5d., 
another ax, 2d., and "squire," Id.'), cooper, ironmonger, 

fat sheep, shorn, 14d. ; & fat uroose, H^d. ; a good fal eapon, 2d. ; a. &t 
hen, Id. ; two chickens, Id. ; four pigeons, Id, ; and for 24 efrgs> Id. See 
Writs to the Sheriffi of Coiintiaa, and to the Mayor and Sherifla of 
London, Par. Rolls, i, 395. The otdinance was repealed in the following' 
year. (Walsing-hain, i. 145.1 

' According to Ri^ra, Agriculture and Prices, the price in 129S was 
I'or wheat 6a. Prf.. for harley if. 4^d., and for oats 28. 4fA ; in l.SOl. 
for wheat 6a. OJrf., for barley 3*, 7^d., and for oata 2s. Ofd. A series 
of bad yeare for com had commenced with the great storm of St. 
Margaret's Even (9th July), 1200, when ' there fell a wonderful tempest 
of haile, that the like had never been seene nor hearde of by any man 
liTing. And after these issued such continuall raine. ao di item peri ng thp 
ground, that come waied very deare, so that whereas wheal was sold 
before at Oiree pence a bushel, Ibe market ao rose by liftle and little that 
it was snld for two shilliiiga a hushel. And bo the dearth increosed 
almost by the apace of 10 years till the death of Edward the Second, 
insomnch that sometime a bushel of wheat, London measure, was sold 
for 10#.' (ilolinabad, Chron. i. 284.) As to the Buetuation of the price 
of grain at difTerent seasons, and the difference in the raetropolitao and 
provincial markets, Ac, see Household Roll of Riahop Swinfield, 1289-90. 

' Thus, in Edward I.'s reign, barbers in London are forbidden lo ex- 
pose blood in the window, ne mettent sniic en lour fene.'trea : they are to 
CBiTy it pvivily to the TlmmeB. Libn' ASms, Introduction, p. 53, and 
srt. p. m. 
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; then, the sailor; then, the bowyer; the 
3 sea-cial dealer; and lastly, the Fripperer, 



smith, and potter ; 
woodseUer, niid the 
or old clothes man. 

Many of the totals are insignificant in amount, for in- 
stance : — Haman the carpenter has a tunic, value 28. 6tl., aa 
ax, value 2s. 6d. : total 5s. j William of Tendring the tailor 
haa an old cloak, 3s., a bed, 2s. 6d., a braes pot, Is. Gd., and 
a pair of scissors, 3d. : total 7s. 3d. ; Alexander at the bridge 
has a boat, value lOs. ; Cecilia, the widow of Le Vaus, 3 
sheep, at I2d. a sheep ; total 3s. ; Gilbert the taselere, an 
old Bupertunic, Is. 3d., a sheep, 12d., and a lamb, 6d. : total 
2s, 9d. ; and Walter the weaver, ' aaortout valued at 2s. Sd. 
— nothing more.' 

The following are some of the principal asaefisments : — 
Henry Pakeman the tanner has (with other goods) a 
mazer cup, a silver buckle, four silver spoons, two table- 
cloths, and two towels ; and altogether, including moveables 
in house, granary, and larder, bark, skins and utensils for 
tanning, and barrels and vats for brewhouse, a total of 
91. I7a. lOd. ; the 15th being 13s. i^d. William Proueale, 
a batcher, haa a total of 71. 15fi. 2d. Henry Persun, another 
butcher, has a silver buckle ; a gold ring, value 12d. ; two 
silver spoons; a mazer cup; and altogether, including car- 
casses of beef, muttons, pork, fat, cloth of russett, 4 pounds 
of wool, two horses, a cart, &c., a total value of 5l. 3s. I^d. 
Richard of Wyseton has (with other goods) a gold ring, value 
12d. ; in money, 3s.; a hackney, valued at 6a. 8d. ; and 
wax, silk purses, gloves, girdles, leather purses, and needle- 
cases,' flannel, silk, and lining material, giving a total value 
of 4/. U. Ud. 



' AculariH. These needle- 



H, according In Clmiici 
:B for A ynunii gentleman's mnrr 
' Up I roos and (;an me cint.iio. . 
rt eylvra Jiedle fnrlh Y droiiphp 
nut nf an ag-uler queynt ynoiiglie 
and gan thia nedle tlirade snon. . . . 
witU n tliredn baetyng ray slevia 
alone I went in laj plaijng,' 



' Romaunt of 
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Wine is mentioned in two assessments only. John 
Coljn has a cask, valued at 403. Henry of I.eycester (whose 
assessment ia last in the Schedule) has one pipe ' of wine, of 
the value of two marks, ' which he has received from Ralph 
Stacey of Herewyc for sale.' Henry affirms that for this 
Ralph has been taxed, and therefore that it should not be 
taxed in his hands. ' It remains to be seen by inspection of 
the Roll for Herewyc, whether the said pipe is assessed 
among the goods of the said Ralph or not ; for it is right that 
our lord the king should have his tax either from Henry or 
from the said Ralph.' 

The total assessment for the borough is 518i. Is. 4|ti. ; 
the total of the fifteenths, 341. 12s. 7d. The number of 
assessments is about 390 ; which would give an average 
value of 11. 6s. Gd. for property, and about Is. 9d. for tax, 
per head. 

' Thp pipe contained I2G gallons. 
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form of orpisanoe tor the tenth and sixth, 
granted in 1322. 

Preliminary Note. 

This form is selected in preference to the form for the 
15th and 10th of 1334 aa less obscured by contrActiona. The 
usual writs appointing taxors, or commissioners, in the dif- 
ferent counties of the kingdom were issued, to the following 
effect : —The king to hi^ well beloved and faithful earls, 
barons, knights, freemen, and the whole commonalty of the 
county of .... aa well within liberties aa without, and also 
to the bailiffs of communes,' cities, boroughs, and our 
ancient demesne in the same county, greeting. Whereas 
the earls, barons, knights, freemen, and commonalty of the 
counties of our realm have granted to us a tenth of all 
moveables which they had at the feast of St. Andrew the 
Apostle last past, and, in our ancient demesne, a sixth, and 
the citizens and burgesses of the cities and boroughs of the 
said counties of the realm, in hke manner, a sixth of all the 
goods which they had on the said feast, lately in a certain 
treaty had between ourselves and the prelates, magnates, and 
coimtiea of onr kingdom at York ; to be collected, levied, 
and paid into our Exchequer. ^T hen follows the appoint- 
ment of two knighta (named in the writ) ; who, with the 
assistance of a clerk to be chosen by them for the purpose, 
and for whom they are responsible, are to assess and collect 
■ A chftTlered town wai aomelimes termed a 
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the said tenth in the said county, and the said sixth in the 
cities, boroughs, and ancient demesne in the said county, 
as well within liberties as without, according to the form 
delivered to them under the royal seal, &c. &c. The usual 
writs for assistance were also issued to the sheriffs of 
counties ; and the following was the form of — 



nient by 
sWootpd 



The Ordinance for Assessment. 



Ceo est la fourme qnele les Asseours et Tasoura du disme 
graunt-e a nost.re Seigneur le Iloi a Everwyk, au Tretiz eu 
illoques, le demeyn proscheyn devant la Feste de Heint 
Martyn, I'an de son regne seszime, par countes, barouns, 
francs hommes, et les communaltez de tons les countes du 
roialme, Et ensement du sisnie graunte au Eoi illoques en 
totes les cities, burghs, et les auncienes demeignes le Roi 
du mesme le Roialme, de touz lour biens qe eux averoint 
le jour de Seint Andren prochein a venir, deivent garder en 
meiamea les disme et sisme affeer, taxer, cuiller, et lever. 
C'eat a saver qe — 

Les chiefs Taxours sanz delai facent venir devant eus de 
chf scune dte, burgh, et autre vile du counte, deinz fraunchise 
et dehors, les plus loials hommes et mielz vanez de meismes 
les lux, a tiele noumbre dount les chiefs Taxours puissent 
suffiseament eslire qatre on sis de chescune ville, ou pina si 
mester feit, a lour diacrecion, par leaqueux la dite taxacion 
et ce qe a ee appent a faire mielz purra estre fait^ et 
acomplie. 

Et quant il averont tieux ealutz, adonqnea les facent 
jnrer sur Seintes Evangeles, seit a saver ceux de chescune 
ville par eux, qe ceux issi juretz loialment et pleinereient 
enquerront queux biena chescim de meismes les villes avoit 
le jour de Seint Andreu avant dit, en meson et dehors, ou q'il 
fuissent, aaunz nul desporter, sur greve forfeture. Et tonz 
ceux biens, ou q'il aeient devenuz depuys en cea par vente 
ou en autre mnuere, loialment faxerount solom lour vereie 
value ; aauve les choses desoutz forprisea en ceste forme. 



ime ' 




APPENDIX HI. 261 

Et les frount enbrever et mettre en roiile endente tut 
pleinement, le plus en haste q'il purrent, et iiverer an cliiefs 
tiixoiirs I'une pai-tie desoutz leur seals, et reprenilre devera 
eux Tautre partie desouz les seals des cltiefs taxonrs. 

Et quant les chiefs taxours averont rescu en tiel raanere 
lea endeutures de ceux qe serront juretz a taser en citez, 
burghs, et autrea villea, meames les cliiefs taxoura loialmeiil 
et penibiement examinent cetes eudentures ; et si eus 
entendent q'il eit aucune defaute, ceus tantost I'adresaent, 
issi qe rein seit concelee, ne pur doun ne pur reguard de 
persoue meyns taxe qe reson demande. 

Et voet le Roi, qe les chiefs taxours ailent de hundred Chief 
en hundred, et de vile en ville, la ou mester serra, a surveer ^^°™.*° 
et enquere qe les souztaxours en lea meismes viles eient vejora, 
pieyoement taxe, et a eux presents les biena de cliesciin, et 
s'il troesaent rieu concele, meintenaunt I'adressent et facent 
aaavoir au Tresorer et as Barons de I'Eacheker les nouns 
de ceux qe iasint auront trespaaaez, et la manere de lour 
mespriae. 

Et la taxacion des biens des souztaxours des viles soit 
faite par les chiefs taxours, et par autres prodes hommes qe 
em ealirront a ce faire, issi qe lea biens de eeux seient taxez 
bien et loialment, en meame raanere qe les autres, 

La taxacion des biena as chiefs taxours, et de lour clers, 
soit reserve au Tresorer et Barons de I'Escheqir. 

Et les chiefs taxoura, si tost com il averont receu pre- Coilui^iiuji. 
aentement des aouztaxours, facent lever lea disme et sisme a 
I'oeps le Roi, sans delai, et sans desport faire a nuli, en la 
fourme qe enjoint lour est par commission. Et facent faire Suhwluie 
deux roules de la dite taxacion, acordanz en touz pointz ; et "^"^"^^ 
retiegnent I'un devers eux, pur lever la taxacion, et I'autre 
eient a I'Escheqier a lendemein de la cluse Pasqe proschein 
a vem'r, a quel jour il frount lour primer paie. 

Et fait a savoir, qe des proprea biens lea Prelatz, et des 
Religious, et des autres clercs, lesqueux biens sount isaauntz 
dea teinporautez qe aount annex a lour eglises, rien ue seit 
fet, tan que le Roi eit autrement oidene. Wequedent, si 



Prelat, homme de Religion, ou autre clerk, eit terre ou tene- 
ment de heritage, ou de purchaz, ou a ferme, ou en noun de 
garde, ou par esehete ou eu autre manere, seit taxacion faite 
de touz lea biena qe lour furent en meiBmea lea lut^i, le jour 
de Seint Andreu avantdit, en la fourme qe ceste taxacion se 
fra des biena dee lays, 
Eiemp- Et set aasavoir qe en ceste taxacion dea biens de la com- 

tionB tur munalt« de touz les countes, serrount forpria armure, mon- 
nndgBntla- ture, joeux, et robea as chivalera, et as gentyahommes, et a 
lour femes, et lour vessele d'or, d'argent et d'airein. Et ea 

(2) citizens citez, et en burgs, soient forpris une robe pm' le liomme, 
ttasfa^ et un autre puT la femme, et un lyt pur ambdeux, un anel, 

et un fermail d'or ou d'argent, et un cent de eeye q'il usent 
touz les jours, et auai un hanap d'argent ou de maare, doant 
il bcjvent. 

Et lea biena de meseaux, la ou il aount governez par 
soveregn mesaeal, ne seieut taxez, ne prises. Et a'il seient 
meseaux governez par meiatre seyn, aoeint lour biens taxez 
come des autres. 

(3) tho Et feit a remembrer qe lea biens dea gentz des countez 
^''™' hora dea cites, burghs et demeyns le Roi, q'en tut ne passent 

la value de diasouldz, ne aeit rien demande ne leve ; ne dee 
biens dea gentz des citez, burghs, ne demeignes le lioi, qe 
ne paaaent la value de ays souldz en tut, rein de eeit 
demande, ne leve. See Par. KoUs, i. 457. 

The form of ordinance for the assessment of the ISth and 
10th, in 1334, is practically the same aa that above given. 
See Par. Rolls, ii. 447. After 1334 the method of taxation 
by grants of fractional parts of moveables was, in effect, 
superseded by a system of grants of eatabhahed aunis of 
money charged on the different counties and towns, and 
levied therein by self-assessment, only nominally ' fifteenths 
and tenths.' 






APPENDIX IV. 

THE SHIP WBTTS. PARTICXJLAHS OF A WlUT OF THE 
SECOND ISSUE, 103fi, FOR DORSETSHIRE. TO 
SHOW THE FORM OF THESE WRirS. 

Dorset, — The king, &c., to the sheriff of our county of 
Dorset ; to the mayor, bailiffs, burghers, and community of the 
town of Poole, and to the sheriff of that town ; to the mayor, 
bailiffs, aldermen, and burgesses of the borough of Dorchester ; 
to the mayor and burgesses of the town and borough of 
Wareham (and so on for Weymouth and Melcombe, Lyme 
Regis, Bridport, Corfe, Shaftesbury, and Blandford Forum), 
and to the loyal men of those towns and boroughs, and their 
members, in the town of Poole, and the Isle of Purbeck, and 
the towns of Portland, Burton, Sherborne, Cranbome, and 
Sto-borough, and all other towns, boroughs, townships, 
hamlets, and other places in the said county of Dorset, 
greeting. 

'Whereas we are informed that certain pirates, enemies 
of the Christian name, Mahometans, and others in bands 
have nefariously taken and desjioCed ships and goods and 
merchandise, not only of our own subjects, hut also of the 
subjects of our allies, in the sea which has used of old times 
to be defended by the EngHsh nation, and have taken them 
off at will, and have reduced the men in them to a miserable 
captivity. And whereas we see them daily preparing a navy 
further to molest our merchants and harass the kingdom, 
unless a more speedy remedy be applied, and their eLdeavours 
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be met with stronger opposition. Considering also that the 
peril which threatens from all sides in these warlike times, 
renders it necessary for us and onr subjeuts to hasten as 
speedily as possible the defence of the sea and the 
kingdom, — 

' We wishing, with the help of God, to provide for the 
defence of the kingdom, the safeguard of the seas, the 
security of our subjects, the safe conduct of ships and mer- 
chandise coming to oiu: kingdom of England, and from the 
same kingdom passing to foreign parts, especially since we 
and our ancestors, kings of England, have hitherto been 
lords of the said sea, and we should much regret if this royal 
honor should in our time perish, or in anything be diminished. 
And inasmuch as this burden of defence which relates to all 
should be home by all, as by the law and custom of the 
kingdom of England has hitherto been the ease.' 

After this recital of the reasons for the levy, there follows 
a direction— to equip one ship of war of .100 tons (jiortagii 
quingenti doliorum) with men, skilled masters, and strong 
expert sailors, 200 at the least, and cannon and small arms 
and gunpowder (tormentis tarn majoribus quam minoribus, 
jiulvere tormentario), and spears, darts, and other necessary 
ammunition sufficient for war, with double equijage, and 
also with provision and necessaries for twenty-pis weeks at 
least — to be at Portsmouth on such a day, &c. &c. 

Regulations are added for the assessment of the propor- 
tion of the burden to be home by the different towns in tlie 
county ; for the sub-assessment of the contributions to be 
jiaid by the men of each town, according to their condition 
and ability, towards the jiayment of the sum assessed ui>on ' 

the town ; and for the appointment of collectors. 

The writ concludes with an injunction not to collet;!, 
more than is absolutely necessary for the purpose in hand. 
Foedera, sis. 658 et seq. 

I J 
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THE SHIP WRITS. DISTEIBUTION OF SHIPS TO THE 

SEVERAL COUNTIES. 



The following List of the * distribution of ships to the 
several counties of England and Wales, with their tonnage 
and men, as the same was ordered to stand' in the 
year 1639, is taken from Stevens, Hist, of Taxes, p. 258. 
A similar list for 1636, that is for the writs of 1635, is 
given in Anderson, Hist, of Commerce, ii. 362, and may be 
compared with the writs in the Foedera, or in Rushworth, 
ii. 335 et seq.^ where the sum set on the corporate towns 
in each county is given. The charge for that year is 
calculated at lOl. per ton, viz., for a ship of 500 tons 5fiOOL 
The proportion of men to tonnage is always two men to 
every five tons : — 



Berks 

Buckingham 

Bedford 

Bristol 

Cornwall . 

Cambridge 

Cumberland and Westmoreland 

Chester 

Devon 

Darby 

Dorset 

Duresm 





Ships 


Men 


Tuns 






128 


320 






144 


360 






96 


240 






26 


64 






176 


440 






112 


280 






45 


112 






96 


240 






288 


720 






112 


280 






160 


400 




^ 


64 


160 
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HISTORY OF TAXATION. 











8hip8 


Meu 


Tuns 


Essex 




256 


640 


Gloucester 




» «- • 




176 


440 


Hampshire 
Hereford . 










192 
112 


480 
280 


Huntington 
Hertford . 










64 
128 


160 
320 


Kent and Ports . 










256 


640 


Lancaster . 










128 


320 


Leicester . 










144 


360 


Lincoln 










256 


640 


London 








2 


448 


1220 


Middlesex , 










160 


400 


Monmouth 










48 


120 


Northampton 

Nottingham 

Northumberland 










192 

112 

64 


480 
280 
168 


North Wales 










128 


320 


Norfolk . 










253 


624 


Oxon 










112 


280 


Eutland . 










26 


64 


Somerset . 










256 


640 


Surrey 










112 


280 


Sussex 










160 


400 


SufiFolk . 










256 


640 


Stafford . 










96 


240 


South Wales , 










160 


400 


Salop 

W arwick . 










144 
128 


360 
320 


Worcester . 










112 


280 


Wilts 










224 


560 


York . 










384 


960 




ACTS for the Tudor subsidies, 1D3 
Act against benevolences, 146, 157, 

201 
Aids under the feudal sjstum, 23 
Aids, payment of, by towns, 41, 42; 

see Tallage 
Ale, goes out of faBhion, 213 
Alien ptiorioB, resumption of their 

landH, 118 
Aliens, poll tax on, renewed in 1440, 

127 ; poll tax on, granted for life 

to Henry VI., 129, 141, 154; 

double rata of toxallDn on, 145, 

140, 154, 184, 194, 195, ai2 
Amerciaments, exacted by AVilliam 

tliB Cout[ueror, 28 
Amiable grant, demanded in 1528, 

202 
Aocient customs, the, ! 



(eOus- 



Anuuities, brought into charge in 
14^5, 124 

Aqua Tltae, Drake's monopoly of, 
205 

Aquitaine, lost to England, 113 

Archers, grant of tax for, to Ed- 
ward IV., 160 i to Henry VII., 109 

Armuda, the Spanish, taxes for de- 
fence against, 11)0; tteet iigainat 
principally composed of murchant 
vessels, 231 

AseesHnienta of the Tudor aubaidies, 
l'j;i- 200 ; tee Taiati.m 



fcr tile Tudor subtidies, 
lUuir appolnliuent, 105 

Assize of jVrms, under Henry II., 45 

Audley, lord, defeat of Cornish re- 
bellion under, 170 

Auxilium hurt's, 42 

Azincourt, battle of, grant of taxes 
after, 118 



BACON, bis observation on taxes, 

200; his speech against the bill 

jiff the abolition of monopolies, 

207 

Bannockbum, battle of, 111 

Barbary pirates, ravages of, recited 

in tbe ship writs, 232 
Borons of the £scU(*qaer, S3 
Barons, northern, their refusal to 
pay BCutaRe, 50 ; taxation of their 
moveables by John, 69 
Baronetage, sole of, by James I., 246 
Basset, Philtp, Justiciar, 35 (note) 
Bates, refuses to pay Impost on cur- 

rante, 215; decision against, 218 
' Boarers ' to subsidy men, 107 
Bechel, Thomas, archbishop and 

chancellor, 39 
Beer, aliens keeping house for brew- 
ing, 154 
Benevolences, demanded by Edward 
IV., 150, 157; A[!t against, 148, 
167, 201 i under Henry Vil. and 



^^1 


BES 


CIT ^™ 


Henry VIH., 202, 203 (aud note) ; 


how assessed, I'A. ; under John and 


und(]rEU)ittbetb,2Uft; under Jsmea 


Henry III., 68 ; its disuse, 5S) 


I. and Charles I., 242, 243 


Catherine Howard, grant to Henry 


Best's Faming Book, exi.racta of 


VIII. on his maniage with, 180 


rates from, 198, 226, 227, 338, 


Cecil, Robert, «m Salisbury 


239 (notes) 


C^hambers, Thomas, raises the ques- 


Blacli death, the, no , 


tion of ship money, 238 


Boadicea, her protest i^ainHt taxes, 6 


Chancellor, the king's, 33 


Book of Rates for the Pouodiige, 


Chancellor of the exchei^uer, first 


Queen Mary's book, 165; Queen 


appointed, 36 


Elizabeth's, 167 ; James I.'s, 21(J; 


Chancerj-, roU of, 35 


Charles I.'s, 223 


Charles the Bold, of Burgundy, 


Bordeaux, recoTery and loss of, by 


league of Edward IV. with, 140 


England, 1S9 


fJharles V., emperor, gratiU) Malta 


Boroug'h, its origin, 8 


to the Hospitallers, 178 


BoBworth, bottle of, 146 


Charles V. of France, summons tlie 


Boulogne, coat of taking, in 1544, 


Black Prince for the taxation of 


181 ; sold to France, 187 


Aquitaine, 99 


Bniss, use of, in 14th century, 255 




Broauti;, Falkesde, his faU, 5G 


of tunnage and poundRge under. 


Bretigni, Peace of, 99 


a. ; Petition of Right umler, 222, 


Britain, no trace of taxes in, before 


226, 243; continued levy of tun- 


the Roman occupation, 5; Roman 


nage and poundage under, ib. ; 


taxes in, 6, 6 ; Roman troops with- 




drawn from, 7 ; abolition of Ro- 


pon tax under, ib.; ship writs 


man law in, i6. 


under, 228-41 ; Short and Long 


Buckingham, subsidies granted, 


Parliaments under, 230; Act 


in 1628, for his expedition to 




Rocbelle, 225 




Burh, lee Borough 


Charter, the Great, signed by John, 


Bullerage, its origin, 80 ; in Queen 


60; its clause against scutagB,*.; 


EUzabath'fl Book of Rates, 213 


clause against scutage repealed. 




51 ; tallage not touched by, 61 ; 




ftiident rights of London guaran- 


CADE, his rebellion, 128 


teed by, 66; confirms and iimHa 


Calais, lost to the English, 105; 


the customs, 83 


duties lost with, ib., 187 ; fortified 


ChatiUon, Taibot killed at, 130, 164 


by Henry VIII., 175; arrange- 


Chaucer, Qeoflrey, controller of the 


ment regarding the possession of, 


customs, 137 


in 1558, 188 


Chester, not included in the taxation 


Cambridge University, exempted 


of parishes in 1371,101 


from taxation, 196 


Chichele, Henry, archbisliop, Hg 


Capilatio humana, see Poll lax. 


Christ Church, Oxford, founded by 
Wolsey, 176 


Cards, taxation of, 24fi 


Carlte baiitaim, use of the term, 62 


Cities and towns, shires iiicorporats 
list of, 122 (nole), 148 (note) ' 


Carucagu, taken by Richard I., 57 ; 



L 



Clsreiice (Lionel nf Antwerp) agrees 

with mercbanta for tunnage and 

pound afre, 136 
Clergy, the, poll tai m, 107, 108 ; 

liahility of, to taxalion for tem- 

poralties acquired aince 1:J91, 116; 

attempt to tax, iii 1449, 137 ; later 

taifttioQ of, 173, 175, 184, 186, 

188, 180, 190, 102, 193, 224, 225 
Ckrical grant, alwaja confirmed by 

pArlisment, 175 
Clocki, introduced into Englaiid, 

under monopoly to foreigner, 205 
Oloth, duties imposed on, under 

Edward III., 134, 135 ; impost on 

short clnth under Mary, 105, 212 ; 

BuWdy charged on, and repealed 

under Edward \T;., 184 
Coleheater, its assessment for the 

aeyenthin 1295,251-54; its aaseas- 

mentforthe fifteenth in 1301, 254 

-58 
Collectors of the Tudor suheidies, 

their appointment, 186 
t'olloquium of mercbanla at York, 87 
OommiasionerH for the Tudor aub- 

Mdiea, their appointment and 

duties, 195, 197 
Comniynes, Philippe de, his view of 

England in the ]5th century, 169 
Comptroller, customer and searcher 



Cmfirmatio Cortarum, 85 
Contract, the Great, Cecil's plan for, 

217 ; not carried into efl'sct, 229 
Convocation, its legialaiive power 

alwlished, 174 
Copyhold estates, broHg-ht into 

charge, 116 
Corket of tbe customs, 188 
Corn-wall, revolt of 1407 in, 170 
Corody, ite origin, 150 (note) 
Uounterblaste againat Tobacco, of 

James T., 213 
( ^lurt of Augmentations, 17fl 
Court of Brstfruils and tenlhfl, 178 



C'onrt of Biirvejors-general of the 
king's lands, 178 

Comt of Wards established under 
Henry VIII., 178 

Court rai, battle of, 111 

Coventry, Parliament held at, in 
1404, 117; benevolence granted 
to Elizabeth by, 203 

Cranfield, Ijonel, «<■« Middlesex 

Crfcy, battle of, 111 

Currants, impost on, 216,216; ques- 
tion of, raised by Dates, iA. 

Cumberland, its exemptions from 
taxation, 160, 18«, 196 

Customs, their origin, 82; their con- 
firmation and limitation by the 
Great Cliarter, 8ii, 84; graut of, 
to Edward I., 85; new cDStoms, 
87, 86, 212 ; the native merchants 
refuse to grant the new customs, 
60; under Edward HI.. 131-38; 
officers of, 138, 141 ; frauds in, 
189, 140 

~ subsiditts,lifegTantof, to Richard 
IL, 180; to Henry V., i6.; to 
Henry VI., 141, 146 ; to Edward 
IV., 145, 146; to lliehard HI., 
146; totheTndorHOvereigng,163; 
life grant of, to Jamea I., 211 ; 
limited grant of, to (.'barles I. re- 
jected by the Lords, 221 

— re\-enue, its increase and ~ 

under Henry VIH., 164; enact- 
ments against Awida in, under 
Elizabeth, 16C ; report of Michiel 
concerning, ib. ; increase in its 
yield, 167 ; its yield in 1604, 218 ; 
in 1613 and 1G17, 219; in 1633, 
220; its increase iu 1636 anl 1041, 



DANl'MELD, various levies of, 1 1 ; 
its unpopularity imder Hartlm- 
en\it;ib, ; its abulitiiin and revival, 
1^ ; revived by William the 





r 1 


270 INDEX. 1 


DEC 


ELI 


Conqueror, 25); bccilraefl rmnunl, 


66; takes tlie title of King of France, 


ib.; its Bbolition promised by 


&5, 00", taxation under, for wars 


Stephen, ib. ; included in thu ferm 


with France, 00, 101 ; poll tttX 




under, 102, 103; increased yield 


the rolls, ib., 42 


of the customs under, 131-38 ; 


Decftjed towns, allowance in taxn- 


maletoute of wool under, 133; 


tion for, 126, 148 


contests regarding wool taxation 


Demesne (rojal), before tha Con- 


under, 134, 1 35 ; Flemish weavers 


quest, 9 ; ita wctent after the Con- 




quest, 16, 16; its threefold divi- 


OS to tunnagieand poundage under, 


sion, 16, 17; oHipntions ot tbe- 


136, 137 


tenants of, 41 ; taxation of, 60-07 




DeTonshire, aseesameiit of ship- 


by Charles V. for the taxation of 


money opposed in, 230 ; mulberr)- 


Aquit^ne, 00; bis dealb, 102; 


trees imported into, 217 (note) 


hearth tax imposed by, 113 ; takea 


Digby, Edward, lord, monopoly for 


part in the contest regarding tun- 


smelting iron with coal, 244 


nage and poundage, 137 


Doomsday Book, hearth tax men- 


Edward IV., life grant of the cus- 


tioned in, 12; extent of demesne 




recorded in, 16 


taxation under, 147-40; victori- 


Dorset, form of ship writ bsued in. 


ous at Bamet and Tewkesbury, 


263,264 


149 ; his treaty with Charles the 


Drake, sir Francis, his monopoly of 


Bold, ib.; grant of archers to. 


aqua vital, 205 


150; his exiwdition to Frftnce, 


Drinking, increase in, 200 


and truce with Louis XI., 158; 


Duo scaccai-ia, terms of the Kx- 


Ilia popularity with the towns. 


chequer eo culled, 34 


155; hia demands for benevo- 


Durham, county of, revolts ajfainst 


lences, 166, 137 


the tas of 1488, 170; exempted 


Edward VI., life grant of sntstdies 


from tjixation, 186, 195 


to, 163; new Court of Augmenta- 




tions confirmed under, 179 ; grant 




to, on his accession, lai ; his death. 


EDWAHD the Confeasor, Dane- 


185 




Eleanor of Aquitaine, her marriage 


Edward I., scutagc under, 5!i ; gene- 


with Henry 11., 37 ; her claim to 


ral grants take Uie plac^ of tall- 


Toulouse enforced by Henry, 38 


age under, 63; thirtieth under, 


Elizabeth, Queen, life grant of sub- 


64; tallage again imposed by. 


sidies to, 163; her enactiaent* 


65 ; taxation on moveables under. 


against frauds in the customs, 165. 


75 ; his expnlaion of the Jews, 76, 


] 66 ; Book of Rates published un- 


80; severity of taxation under, lA.i 


der, 167 ; ciebt on the revenue at 


(rrant of the ancient customs to. 


her accession, 186; grants to, 187( 


85; butlerage and the now customs 


her policy, ih., 190; further gratlU 


under, 86, 87 




Edward 11., 56,81,88 


simony of tlie Commona itiidu 


ta" ' "• 





I 



192, 109,200; subsidies punted 
to, 193 i her deatli, ib. ; gifts and 
benevoleaeea to, 203; grants of 
monopolies under, 20i, 205 ; her 
reform of monopoliea, 206 

England, her trade under the Nor- 
man kings, 83; condition of the 
lower claBses in, iu Ihe 14th cen- 
tury, 110-12; TiJleinaga diea out 
in, 114; her trade with Flanders, 
133; Philippe de Commynes' view 
of, 159; her prosperity under 
Eliiaheth, 102, 199 

KichequBT, the court of, royal re- 
vrame administered hy, 15; re- 
organised by Henry II., 83 ; origin 
of it3 name, ib. ; divided into 
upper and lower eKch6nHer,i6.; its 
officers, terms, and records, ib,,3i; 
confusion of its records under 
Henry III., 54 ; Conrt of Aug- 
mentations annexed to, 179 

— chancellor of, first appointed, 35 

— ted book of, 62 

^ rolls of, flnea for marriage men- 
tioned in, 24 ; Tarious payments 
made to the king recorded in, 26, 
27 ; fiscal curiositieB quoled from, 
28 

— of the Jews, 90 

Excises, their success in the Low 
Countries, 217; dread of, in Eng- 
land, ib. 

Exeter, its contribution for the sup- 
pression of pirates, 231 (note) ; 
leyy of ship-money from, ib. 



FAIIM, or frrm, of the county, 17 ; 

Danegeld included in, 30; of this 

towns, 18 
Farthing, its origin, 251 (note) 
Fee farm, its meaning, 151 (note) 
Fee, the, see Kniglit'a fea 
Feorm-faltnm, 10 
Feudal xyatem, gradually established 



in Fjigland, 16, 90, 21; its rhn- 
rocter, 22; incidents and casual- 
ties of, 23 

Fifteenthe and fen Ihs, their origin, 67 ; 
fifteenths under Henry HI,, 70 ; 
in the 14tb century, 81 ; settle- 
ment of,in 1334,05; their amount, 
97; their assessment and collec- 
tion, 97, 93; later form of, 115; 
their fluctuating produce, 121, 
122; collectors of, 125; attempts 
to alter the tax, 147, 168 ; prac- 
tice of granting a subsidy with, 
171 ; continued under the Stuarts, 
224, 225 ; disuse of, 225 ; assess- 
ment of the general fifteenth in 
1301, 254-58; «ee Taxes 

Firma Burgi, 18 

Firstfruits and tenths to the Pope, 
abolished, 174; granted to Henry 
VIII., 75 ; Court of, 173 ; grant 
of to the Grown, repealed by Mary, 
187 ; restored to Elizabeth, i&. 

Flemish weavers, introduced intfl 
England by Edward III., 134, 205 

Folkland, becomes royal demesne, 10 

Forest law, revenue from the im- 
position of penalties nnder, 10 

France, wars of Edward I. with, 
85 ; F/iward lll.'a war with, 99 ; 
Hundred years' war, 06-141 ; war 
of Edward IV. with, UO, 163; 
expeditions of Henry VIH. to, 
170, 181; peace concluded with, 
by Eliiabeth, 188 ; its oppressive 
tax-list, 217 

French language, used by the cbaii- 
cellot in the Parliament of 1-177, 
102 

Fumage, hearth tax, 12; levied in 
Aquitjune by the Black Prince, 
110,113 



QABELLE du sei, one enus. 
Jacquerie in France, 113 



OER 
Gerefa, reeve, of the hundred, 10; rif 

the town, ib. 
QlflBS-maliiiig', monopoly of, granted 

by Elizabeth, 204 ; by James, 244 
GloiieeHter, county of, its low ttsaeas- 

ment, 190 
Great Yarmouth, exempted from 

taxation in 1449, 136 
Greaham's Bourse, 109 
Groaw, iallagB of, 103, 113 
Quiiie, due de, takes Calais, 105 



HALFPENNY, made a circular coin 

in 1278, 251 (note) 
Hampden, John, raises the question 

of ship-money, 238; decision 

against, ib., 240 
Harthacnut, Ids levy of Danegeld by 

Hawkina, sir John, brings tobacco 
into England, 213 

Hearth tax, see Fumage 

Henry I., fixes the rent of rural 
tenants, 16 

Henry II., reorganises the Court of 
Exchequer, 33 ; his dominions, 37 ; 
marries Eleanor of Aquitaine, tfi. ; 
his daiia to the county of Tou- 
louse, 38 ; Lib levies of scutage, 
39, 40; his Aeaize of Arms, 45; 
tasation under, for the second 
erusadf, 46, 46 

Henry HI., acutace under, 61 ; con- 
fusion of the exchequer records 
under, 54 ; carucage under, 68, 
69 ; tallage under, Gl-63 ; taxa- 
IJon of the Jews under, 90 ; taxa- 
tion of moveables under, 70, 71) 

Henry IV,, corrupt oollactora of the 
cuatoois under, 139 

Ileory V,, life gi'ant of subsidies to, 
113, 130; releasee the grant of 
1431, 121 :bis illness and deatl),I30 

Henry VI., grants of tliB subsidies to, 
140; llfegrantto, 141, 145 




Henry VII., lif; grant of euatonia 
subuidie^s to, 1C3; grant of duly 
on malraaey to, 164; grant of 
archers to, 168, 170; benevolences 
demanded by, 201,202 
Henry VIII., Court of Wards and 
Liveries created by, 20 ; life pant 
of subsidies to, 163 ; yield of tlie 
customs revenue under, 164; poll 
tas under, 171 ; grants t-o, 171 
-63 ; dissolution of the lesser 
monasteries and nunneries un- 
der, 176 ; dissolution of tbe 
great monasteries and abbeys 
under, 177; houses and lands 
granted to, ib. ; lands of the Hob- 
pitallera granted to, 178; new 
courts for tbe Hug's revenue es- 
tablished under, ib. ; the province 
of Cauterbury makes a grant to, 
179; marries Catherine Howard, 
180 ;liisexpedition to France, 181 ; 
debt left by, ld3 ; beneTolences 
demanded by, 202, 203 (aolej 
Hexham, battle of, 145 
Hidage, 29, and see Danegeld 
High collector for the Tudor subsi^ 

dies, bis office, 106 
Honors, tariff^ of, 217 (note), 245 
Honour, use of the word, 150 (note) 
Hospitallers, tbe, poll tax on, 106 * 
order of, its history, 17d ; lands 
of, granted to Henry VIII,, ib. 
180 
House tax, 119 

Hubert de Burgh, Jiuticini-, his EaJ) 

35 ' 

Hundred, its origin, 9 ; its officers, 

10 ; see Gerefa 
Hundrod Years' Wat, the, 95-141 
Huntingdon, revolts against the 8ub> 
sidy of 1630, 202 



W 273 ^^H 


r IMP 


MAR ^^H 


' Imposts, their nature, 212; under 


KEflT, its protent against illegal ^^H 


1 Mary and Elizabeth, ifi., 313; on 


taxatioo inl62G, 202 ^^H 


tobacco aud currantB, 213, 215; 


Knight's fee, grows out of the system ^^H 


levied b; Jamea I., 3iti ; question 


of hides, 22 ; scutage on. .19, 49 ; ^^H 


1 against, raised by the Oommons in 


its disuse, 50; tax on, 119, 120 ^^H 


1610, 218; questioTi against, in 


Kni(fht's service, 22, 23 ; commuted, ^^^| 


1625, 321; not toucLed by the 


^^1 


Petition of Itiglit, 222 


^^H 


Income tas, 123, 124, 127, 150, 153 


^^^1 




LANCASTER, earl of, his execu- ^^1 


parUhes, 119 


^^H 




Laud, general Survey of, ordered by ^^^H 


tallagea by, 43, 43 


the Conqueror, 15, 21 ; taxation ^^^H 




of, under earucage, 67-50 ; taxes ^^^H 




on,iul404andl411,117; further ^^H 


JACQUERIE, cause of the reyolt, 


taxes on, 120 ^^M 


113 


Latimer, bishop, his complaint of the ^^^| 


Jamea I., life grant of the snbaidies 




to, 21] ; impost on tobacco under, 


diss, 165 ^^M 


213, 214; new Book of ttatea 


Lincoln, parliament of, in 1301, 81 ; ^^H 


under, 216 ; new impodtions un- 


city or, its exemption from taxa- ^^^| 


der, 217 ; remonatranca of the 


tion, 123, 126 ^^M 


Commons to, 218, 224 ; grants to. 


l^udon, liability of its citizens to ^^^| 


225 ; Ma Algerine ejpediiion, 331 ; 


tallage, 61-63; gnntmadeby,66; ^^H 




its revolt against tallage, 16 ^^^H 


24;(; debate againut monopolies 


(note); opposes the tallage of ^^^H 


under, 243 ; statute against mono- 


1S12, 66 ; a shire incorporate, 122 ^^^| 


polisH under, 244 ; revenue deriTed 


(note) ; benevolences demanded of, ^^^H 


from sale of honors uuder, 245 


by Edward IV., 156 ; its assess- ^^H 


Jews, expeUed by Edward I., 76, 89, 


mentunderEli£abeth,191 ; citizens ^^H 


91 ; their setUemPnt in England, 


of, remonstrate against the ship ^^^H 


89; exactions of the king from, 


writs, 333 ; Plague of 1625, 221 ^^H 


i6., 91,155 




John, leyies of scutage under, 49, 


origin, 186 ^^^^H 


50; refused payment of scutage by 


Lulli, Raymond, the Bobles of Ray- ^^^H 


the barons, 50 -, signs the Great 


^^^H 


Charter, ib. ; carucage tahen by, 


^^H 


58; tallage under, 60; lax on 


^^H 


moveables exacted from the barons 


MAGNA CARTA, tee Charter ^^H 


by, 89 ; his treatment of the Jews, 


Maletoute, mala-tolta, of wool, 86 ; ^^H 


S9 


its revival, 133 ^^H 


Jurj", inquest by, 45, 72 ; assessment 


Malmsey, special duly on, 164 ^^H 


of taxes by, i*., 67 ; system of, 




applied for the assessment of the 


178 ^^1 


fifteenth of 1226, 70 




jQStieiHr, his oillce, 33, 35 


iiuder the feudal system, 24 ^^^| 


VOL. 1. 1 


M 



Mary, Queen, lift) grant of subsi- 
dies to, 163, 167 ; impoBts undev, 
166; Court of Augmeiitationa an- 
nexed to the exchetiuer under, 179 ; 
Piibaidj of 1533 releaaud by, 186 ; 
grants to, in 1555 and 1557, 186 

Maunsell, Joliu, first cliancellor of 
tbe exchequer, 35 

Maunsell, air Robert, hia monopoly 
of glass-m^ing, S44 

Mexico, conquest of, increase in prices 
after, 1G4 

Michiel, Venetian ambasaador, his 
report of tlie cuatoma reyenue in 
England, 166 

Middlesex, Lionel Cranfield, earl of, 
surveyor-general of the custome, 
219, 220 

Mildmay, ar Walter, chancellor of 
the exchequer, quoted, 1S6 (note). 

Monasteries, their dissolution under 
Henry VIII., 175, 176, 177 ; lands 
nf, granted to the king, 176, 177 

Monopolies, royal prerogatiTe of, 204, 
205; debate on, 206, 200; re- 
foraied under Elizabeth, 20G ; 
under Charles 1., 229 ; question 
of, raised in 1621, 24S; statute 
against, 244; exceptiansmade,iS.; 
Culpepper's observation on mono- 
poliats, ib. 

Morton's ' fork ' or 'crotch,' his in- 
Btructiona tor the levy of the bene- 
volence of 1401, 201,202 

Moveables, laxation of, 44, 08-81 

Mulberry trees, sent to Devonshire 
for silkworms, 217 (note) 



NAVY, ila origiu aud |rrowth,230, 

231 
Newcastle - upon ■ Tyue, exempted 

from taxation, 195 
Nicolas, nope, tbe taxation of, in 

1201 116 




VAR 

Norfolk, rebelUon in, 184, 186 

Northumberland, ita exemption from 
lAxation, 169, 186, 195 

Northumberland, the fourth earl of, 
assists ill the levv of the tax of 
1488,170; and is" killed, i6, 

Noy, William, 230; appointed attor- 
nej^eneral, i/i. ; his soap project, 
ii., 244 ; devises the ship writs, 
230, 232 ; mention of, by Clarendon 
and Selden, 233 (uote) ; his death, 
1*6, (note) 



ODO, bishop of Bayeux, first lord 
treasurer, 34 

Ofticea, holders of, charged for in- 
come tax, 123, 324 

Ordinances for assessment of taxes 
on moveables, 77 

Oxford, petitions made by the uni- 
versity against taxation, 126 ; its 
exemption, 106 

Oxfordshire, assessment of sMp- 
money opposed in, 3.'J6 



PAPER-MAKING, its beginning 

in England, 204; monopoly of, ih. 
Parisliea, tax on, miscalculation of 

100 
Paving rales, beginning of, 154 
Parliament of 1332, 66; of 1871 
99; the 'Good,' 101 ; the 'Bad! 
102, 103; of 1380, 108, JOB; 
the 'Unlearned,' 117; of 1432 
121; of 1460, paasen Act for rt- 
sumption of grants of demesne, 
127; of 1484, Act against banevo- 
lencea paaaed by, 146, 157 15el' 
of 1472, grants a. subsidy to 
Edward IV., 140, 150 ; of \47t1, 
summoned for the trinl of the 
Duke of Clarence, 153; of 1843 
*, ; of 1523, Wolsey's dema>id of 
a grant for the kin^, 17] , g,,^ 
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eidy granted by, 172 ; the ' Seven 
yeara,' 174; aboliBbea firetfTuiU 
and tuDtlia to the Pope, 168 ; of 
lo48, subsidy on sheep uid wool 
granted to Ed ward ■VI.bj,183,184; 
of 1692, illiberality of the Com- 
mons, 191 ; of 1626, limited grant 
of the customs subsidies rejecied 
by the Lords, 221 ; dissolved, ib. ; 
of 1626, committee of grieviinces, 
221; dissolved, 232; of 1628, 
Petitiou of Right, 222, 226, 229, 
240 ; the ' Addled,' 242 ; the Short, 
1040, 223, 330 ; the Long, A., 239 
Feasant insunection, the, its causes 

and result, 110-14 
PeuMon, use of the word, 150 (note) 
Peter-pence, abolition of, 174 
Petition of Kigbt,222, 226, 229,240 
Pliilip of Burgundy, his alliance with 

France, 121 
'Pilgrimage of grace,' the, 177 
Pipe rolls, the, 36 ; sw EKCheqnei 
PoLtiera, battle of. 111 
Poll taxes, capitatto Aumano, levied 
in BriUin, 6; of 1377, 103; of 
1379, 104, 107; clagsiflcation of 
the tax-payers, 105-107 ; of 1380, 
108, 113; peasant insurrection 
Bgainat, 113; on sUenB, 127, 141, 
154, 193, 194 ; for life to Hemy VI., 
141; of 1613, 170, 171; under 
OharleBl., 226 
Postal system, its beginning, 164 
Potoai, discovery of its mines, 165 
Poundage on goods, 87 ; under 
Edward III, 136, 137; under 
lliehard II., 130 ; luidar Henry 
IV. and llenrjr VI., 139, 140, 
146 ; system of, under Hldward 
IV., 146 ; grants of, to the Tudor 
sovereigns, 163, 167 ; rate of, 
under Jamea I., 212 ; levied by 
Charles I., 221 , 223 ; remonstrance 
against. 222 
Pri'-emptioD, royiU prerogativp, 10 



Prerogative of the king, 18, 19, 204 
Primer-seisin, its origin, 23 
Prisage, royal prerogative, 110, 212; 

ite abuse under Edward I., 86, BS ; 

commuted, ib. 
Purveyance, royal prerogative, 18 



RilLEIGH, Mr Walter, his protest 
against unfair assessment, 192, 
199 ; mention of, 206 ; promotes 
the use of tobacco, 213 

Ralph de Leyceetre, mentioned as 
chancellor of the exchequer, 36 

Itatea, Book of, gee Book of Rates 

Eeeeipt of eKchequer, the, 33 

Relief, it* amount, fixed by Wilham 
the Conqueror, 26 ; its later com- 
mutation, ib. 

Rent-seek and rent-charge, owners of, 
taxed, 120 ; meanings of, ib. (note) 

Revenue of the king, derived from 
the demesne, 16 ; from the feudal 
incidents and casualties, 20 ; vari- 
ous sources of, 120-28 i«ae Demesne 

BevoHs, caused by taxes :— against 
dauegeld collected by the house- 
earles, in Worcestershire, 11 ; the 
peasant insurrection, 110; in 
Yorkshire and Surhnm, against 
tlie ' new found subsidy ' in 1488, 
170 ; the Cornish, against the tax 
for Scotland, in 1497, 170 ; appre- 
liended, in Kent, Stittblk, and 
Huntingdon, in 1528, against 
illegatlevy, 174,202 

Rhodes, held by the Hospitallera, 
178 ; talten by the Turks, ib. 

Richard 1., levies of scntage under, 
40 ; carucage levied by, 67 ; tall- 
age under, 60 

Richard II. (of Bordeaux) opens the 
parliament of 1377, 102; his suc- 
cession, 103; tunnage and pound- 
age under, 139 ; life grant of sub- 
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de Tallagio non concedeudo, urticlea 
incorrectly termed a atatute, 67. — 
against benevolencea, 158, ^01 ; 
agdnst monopolies, 243. — The 
petition of right, 229, 243,— The 
Act agftinst alii)>-moiiay, 230 

Stephen, danegeld beconiea annual 
under, -29 ; promiseB the abolition 
offhetai, I'fi. 

Strafford, Thomefl VVentwortb, eail 
of, bill of attainder agaioat, 239 

Subaidiea of cuHtome, eee OusUims ; 
on land and gooda in 1472, 16&- 
53; the 'new-found subsidy' of 
1488, 170; of sixpence in tlie 
pound in 1614, 171; of 1523-34, 
172, 176 ; of four shillings in the 
pound on ecclesiastical bene- 
flces in 1640, 179; of 1544, 181 ; 
on aheep and -wool in 1548, 184 ; 
of 1553, 185; under Elisabeth, 
1 86-09 ; their aaseesment, 190-80 ; 
under the Stuarts, 224-27 

Suhaidjmen, their bearers, 197, 198 

Suffolk, revolt in, against the illegal 
aubaidy of 1626, 203 

Sugar, its introduction into England, 
1.32 

SuUy, bis meaBures of taxation copied 
under James I,, 245 

Survey, Doomsday, 15 ; Wolsey's, of 
1622, 173 

Surveyor of Ibe searcher of the cus- 
tom's, 140 



TALBOT, death of; at Ch&tiUon, 
130 

Tallage, its nature, 42; collected 
by tlie sheriff, 43 ; imposed under 
Henry II., ii. ; under Hichard I, 
and John, CO ; not touched by 
the Great Charter, rt. ; under 
flenry HI., 61; liability of cifi- 
zens of London to, 62; later use 
and disuse of, fl4-fl" 



Tariff of honors, the so-called, 245 
Tariff, war of, origin of, 164 
Taxation, under the Romans in 
Britain, 6-7; imposed by the 
witeniigemot, 10; of Isud on the 
knight's fee, 39, 49, eee Scutage ; 
of royal demesne, 41, 60-60; of 
moveablea, 44, 68-81, 198; on 
8grieuUuralkTidH,57,«(!Carucage; 
assessment ajid collection of, 57, 
68, BB-09 ; of wool, 85, 99, 133 ; 
of the Jewa, 89, 90 ; system of, 
becomes gradually fixed, 98, 147 ; 
on parishes in 1371, 100; direct, 
116-aO, 147-64, 184; on sheep 
and wool in 1648, 184; on wine, 
213; on tobacco and currants, 
213-15; on sea-coal, S17; under 
the Stuarts, 224^27 
Tases. of 1159, scutage of Toulouse, 
39; of 1172, scutage of Ireland, 
40 ; of llt;6, scutage of Galloway, 
1*6.; of 1168, a tallage, 43; of 
1173, a tallage, H. ; of 1188, Sala- 
din tithe, 44, 45; of 1189 and 
1196, scutages of "Wales and Nor- 
mandy, 49; of 1190, scutage of 
Normandy, 60; of 1221, sculage 
of Biham, 61 ; of 1231, scutage of 
Bretagne, ii, ; of 1242, scutage of 
Gascony, ib. ; of 1253, sculage of 
Qascony,52; of 1277, scutage, 56 ; 
of 1286, ib.; of 1290-97, il:; of 
1332, )"*., 56; of 1227, a taUage, 
61 ; of 1234, ib. ; of 1304, C5 ; of 
1312, ib. 66; of 1193, a fourth, 
68; of 1201, a fortieth, «.; of 
1232, a. m ; of 120.3, a seventh, 
is. ; of 1207, a thirteenth, ib. ; 
of 1225, a fifteenth, 70 ; of 1232, 
a fortieth, 72, 73, 74 ; of 1237, ft 
thirtieth, 73, 75; of 1269, s 
twentieth, 76 ; of 1275,afift«eDth, 
ii. ; of 1277, a twentieth, lA. ; of 
1283, a thirtieth, ib.; of 1290, 
tenth and fifteenth, 76, 7!1; 
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1294, tenth )uid sixth, 77; ut' 
1:296, eleventh and Beventh, 77, 
80 ; of 1296, twelfth and eighth, 
77 ; of 1297, dghth and fifth, 77, 
81 j of 1301, s fifteenth, 80, 81 ; 
of 1322, tenth and sixth, 81 ; of 
1334, fifteenth and tenth, (6. ; of 
lit02, a fifteenth, ih.; of 1300, 
thirtieth and twentieth, ti&. ; of 
1307, twentieth and fifteenth, ib. ; 
of 1309, ft twentj-fiftb, a. ; of 1313, 
a fifteenth, iA.; of 1316,8 fifteenth, 
ih. ; of 1318, a twelfth. Hi. ; of 
132:J, tenth and eixtli, ib. ; of 
1327, a twentieth, 81, 96; ofl332, 
fifteenth aud tenth, 81, 95, M ; of 
1334, flfteenth and tenth, 81, 06, 
97,98; of 1336, fifteenth and tenth, 
99 ; of 1337, fifteenths and tenths, 
ib. ; of 1344, fifteenths and tenths, 
ib. ; of 1346, A. ; of 1348, ib. ; of 
1362, ti.; of 1357, fifteenth and 
tenth, a. ; of 1372, fifteenth and 
tenth, 10! ; of 1373, fifteentha and 
tenths, U>. ; of 1377, poll tax, 103, 
104 ; of 1370, poll tax, 107 ; of 
1380, poll tax, 108, 109 ; of 1382, 
fifteenth and tenth, 115 ; of 1404, 
new knd tax, 117 ; of 1411, land 
tax, A. J of 14]6, fifteeuih and 
tenth, 118; ofl428,119; of 1431, 
ib.; of 1435, 121, 123; of U40, 
127; of 1450, 127, K8; of 1453, 
120; of 1463, 148; of 1472, 149, 
150; of 1482, 163, 164; of 1488, 
tor archew, 160, 170; of 1513, 
poll tax, 171 ; of 1623, 172; of 
1534, 176; of 1540. 180; of 1544, 
181 ; of 1548, on sheep and wool, 
184; of 1553, 185; on558, 187; 
of 1562, 188; of 1670, tfi.; of 
1592, 191 ; of 1697, 192 ; of 1610, 
226 ; of 1620 and 1623, *. ;of 1628, 
i4.; of 1640 and 1641, 226; of 
1641, poll tax, «, 
lemplare, order of, dissolved, 178 
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Tenth and sixth of 1322, the form of 

oi-dinanee for, 259-62 
Tenths, see. fifteenths and lenlhs 
Tewkesbury, battle of, 140 
Tobacco, brought int<] England, ^13; 

impost on, 214 ; failure of the crop 

in England, ih. 
Toulouse, ITenry II. 'b claim to, 38; 

Ecutage of, 39 
Towns on royal demesne, 17 ; rights 

of the sherifi over, ib. ; excluedon 

of the sheriff from, 18; allowance 

in t-axation for decayed, 126, 148 
Townehip, its origin, 8 ; it» officeis, 

10 



Treasurer, the king's, his 
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Langton, 66 ; Brantu)g- 
ham, 100; le Scrupe, ib.; Soye 
and Sele, 128 ; Winchester, 160 ; 
Robert Cecil, 218 
Tftngerefa, his office, 10 
TunDage on wine, under Edward 
III., 138, 137 ; under Uenry VI., 
I'iiwai'd IV., and Richard IIL, 
145, 146; under James I., 21& ; 
levied by Charlefll.,221,222; re- 
againat, 222 
Wat, rebellion of, 113 



VENETIANS, originators of the 

mercantile system, I'i4 
VtUeinagp, dies out, 114 



WAPENTAKl'^S, aiibdivisious i.f 

the county, 
Wardrobe, accounts of tbe, 36 
Wardship, nnder the fftidal svstim, 

23. 24 
Wanls and Liveries, Court of.estab- 

liBhad by Henry VllI,, 173 
Wiirrant of the ciiRloms, 138 
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WAR 

Wai'wick, defeated and killed at 
Barnet, 149 

Westmoreland, its exemption from 
taxation, 169, 186, 195 

William the Conqueror, feudal sys- 
tem introduced by, 20, 21 ; his 
confiscation of lands after battle of 
Senlac, ib. ; amerciaments exacted 
by, 28 ; danegeld revived by, 29 ; 
court of exchequer established by, 
33 

William Rufus, feudal system finally 
established under, 21 

William III., property tax estab- 
lished under, 98 

Winchester, council of, 100 

Winchester, marquis of, lord trea- 
surer, 1651-72, 186 

Wine, impost on, 213, 220; in- 
creased consmnption of, ib. ; its 
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assessment in the borough of Col- 
chester, 258 

Wire-drawing by machinery, estab- 
lished in England, 204 

Witenagemot, taxation imposed by, 
10 

Wolsey, cardinal, his Survey in 1622, 
172 

Wool, custom imposed on, 86; 
seized by Edward I., ib. ; maletoute 
of, ib. ; taxation of, 99 ; under 
Edward III., 132-36 

Worcester, Harthacnut's house-carles 
killed at, 11 ; spoliation of, 12 

Wykeham, William of, chancellor, 
resigns, 100 



YORKSHIRE, revolt in, against the 
tax of 1488, 170 
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cloth. 

Selected Speeches, With Intro- 
duction and Notes, by T. E. Kebbel, 
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Bourne^ C.E, 

A Treatise ON the Steam Engine^ 

in its application to Mines, Mills, Steam 
Navigation, Railways, and Agriculture. 
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In the Trades, the Tropics, and 
THE ^ RoARtNa FOKTTES' ; Or, Fourteen 
Thousand Miles in the Sunbeam in 1883. 
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BROWNE.— ^A' Exposition of the 
39 Articles, Historical and Doctrinal. 
By E. H. Browne, D.D., Bishop of 
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Health in the House: Twenty- 
five Lectures on Elementary Physiology. 
With 41 Woodcuts and Diagrams. Crown 
Svo, 2J, 

BULL. — Works by Thomas Bull, 
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CARLYLf's Life in London; from 
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on steel. 2 vols. Svo. jzj. 

Reminiscences. By Thomas Car- 
lyle. Edited liy J. A. Froude, M.A. 
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Cicero: a revised Text, with Notes and 
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C0LENS0.~7>/£ Pentateuch and 
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late Bishop of Natal. Crown Svo. 6r. 
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Edition, 4to. los. 

•,• nise Tablets may Hill be hml in 
separate Fascialli as originally ftiblished. 
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Revised Edition. 2 vols. Svo. 301'. 
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man's Complete Guide ; a. Treatise « 
the Use of the Gun, ivith Lessons in tht 
Alt of Shooting Game of all kinds, aal 
Wild-Fowl, also I^eon-Shooling, lak. 
Dog-Breaking. By ^LucKSMAN. WM 
13 Illustrations. Crown Svo, loj. 6(f. 

DECAISNE & LE HAOUT.— ^ 

General System or Botany. Trans 
Inted from the French of E. Le MaouIj 
M.D., and J. Decaisne, by T' 
Hooker ; with Additions by J. 
Hooker, C.B. F.R.S. Imp, Svo, 
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IN America. By Alexis de Tocqo* 
viLLE. Translated by H. Reeve. 
crown 8vo. i6t. 
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mics. By C. S. Devas, 

DEWES.— ?>/£: ZlFE AND Letteri 
OF St. Paul. By Alfred Dewe% 
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Students in Engineering and Archilectuit 
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Woodcats, price atw. 
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Vi^inia, Maryland, and the Carolinas. 
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EDERSHEIM. — The Life and 
Times of J/escs the Messi.hi. By 
the Rev. Alfred Edersheim, M.A. 
Oion, D.D. Ph.D. Watburionian Lec- 
turer nt Lincoln's Inn. 2 vols. Svo. 42/. 
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Historic AL Lectures on the Life 
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(Mrs.) French Revolution, zi. &/. , 
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ERICHSEN.— Works by John Eric 
Erichsen, F.R.S. 
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GERY: Being a Treatise on Surgical In- 
juries, Diseases, and Operations. Illus- 
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On Concussion of the Spine, Ner- 
vous Shocks, and other Obscure Injuries 
of the Nervous System in Iheir Clinical 
and Medico-Legal Aspects, Crown Svo. 
IQI. ftd. 
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FARRAR. — Languacf and Lan- 
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fW.WHAXi.— lVoRKS BY E. A. Free- 
man, D.C.L. 
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Frovde, M.A. 
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the Fall of Wolsey to the Defeat of the 
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Short Studies on Great Sub- 
jects. 4 vols, crown Svo, 241. 

The English in Ireland in the 
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Thomas Carlyle, a. History of the 

first Forty Years of his Life, Ijgs to 

1835. 2 vols. Svo. 3aj. 
Carlyle's Life in London: from 

1834 to his death in 18S1. By James A. 

Feoitde, M.A. with Portrait engnvd 

on steel. 2 vols. Svo. 321, 

GANOT.— IVORNS BY PROFBSSOX 

Ganot. Translated by E. ATiuRsot«,~ 
Ph.D. F.CS. 

Elementarv Treatise on Phy- 
sics, for the use of Collies and Schools. 
With 5 Coloured Plates and S98 Wood- 
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Natural Philosophy for Gens- 
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GARDINER.— iro^A.s ey Samuel 
Haiyson Gardiner, LL.D. 
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crown Svo. price 6s. each. 

Outline of English History, 
11.C, 55-A.D, 1880. With 96 Woodcuts 

fcp. Svo. 21. 6d. 
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(14 Coloured), and 27 Illusttattom ' 
graved on Wood, Svo. 3lj. 
The Essentials of Matsju^I 
Mbdica and Thbrafbutics. RmM 
and edited, under the supervision «f M 
Author, by E. B. Baxter, M.D. F.R.CR. 
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and Public Oralor in the Univ. of 
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Faust. A New Translation, chiefly in 
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Adev Birds, B.A. F.G.S. Large 
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eve, M.A. 
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GRANT. — Works BY Sir Alexander 
Grant, Bart. LL.D. D.C.L. ^'c. 
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2 vols. Svo. 3fa. 
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Notes. Z vols. Svo. 32/. 

GRAY. — Anatomy, Descriptive 
AND SumacAL. By Henry Gray, 
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Edition after Original Drawings by Dr. 
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Drawings in the Second and subsequent 
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by T, Pickeki.no Pick, Surgeon to St, 
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GREVILLE. — Journal of the 
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Gkbville. Edited by H. Reeve, C.B. 

3 vols. Svo. 3&f. 

GWILT. — An Encyclopedia of 
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and Practical, By Joseph GwiLT, F.S.A. 
Illustrated with more than 1,100 En- 
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Drawings by J. H. Gwilt. Revised, with 
Alterations and Con^derable Additions, 
by Wyait Papworth, Additionally 
illustrated with nearly 400 Wood En- 
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Hart WIG. 

The Sea and its Living Wonders 
Svo. with many Illustrations, loi. 61/. 

The Tropical World. With abou 
200 Illastralions. Svo. loi. bd. 

The Polar World ; a Description 
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Plates, and Woodcuts. Svo. lOi. td. 

The Arctic Regions (extracted from 
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The Subterranean World. With 
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Account of the Phenomena and Life of 
the Atmosphere. Map, Plates, Wood- 



Svo. 1 



■s. bd. 



HASSALL. — Works by Arthur 

Hill Hassall, M.D. 
Food ; its Adulterations and the Me- 
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HAUGHTON. -— ^/.v Lectures on 
Physical Geography, delivered in 1B76, 
with some Additions. BytheRev.SAMUEL 
Haughton, F,R.S. M.D. D.CL. With 
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MAYELOCK. — Memoirs of Sis 

Henry Havelock, K.CB. By Johs 
Clark Marshman, Crown Svo. 31, bd. 

HAWARD.— vi Treatise on Or- 
THOPMOic Surgery. By J, Wahkino- 
TON Hawakd, F.R.C.S. Surgeon to St, 
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Edmund Atkinson, Ph.D. K.C.S. 
With a Preface by Professor Tyndali, 
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HERSCHEL.— Of 7-£W£S of Astro- 
nomy, By Sir J. F. \V. Herschel, 
Bart. M.A. With Plates and Diagrams. 
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Hewitt, M.D. 

The Diagnosis and Treatment 
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tion. Svo. 24J. 

TfiE Mechanical System of Ute- 
Rf.vs Pathology. With 31 I,ifc-si?e 
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HICKSON. — Ireland in the 
Sevsntebnth Century; or. The Irish 
Massacres of 1641-2, their Causes and 
Results. Illustrated by Extracts from the 
unpublished State Papers, the un]>ublisheil 
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2 vols. Svo. 2Sr. 

WiBkV^.~Tff£ Medical Language 
OF St. Luke: a Proof from Internal 
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Svo. i6j. 

HOLMES. — A System of Surgery^ 
Theoretical and Practical, in Treatises by 
various Authors. Edited by Timothy 
Holmes, M.A. Surfieon to St. George's 
Hospital [and J. W. Hulke, F.R.S. 
Surgeon to Ihe Middlesex Hospital. In 

3 Volumes, with Coloured Plates and 
Illustrations on Wood. 3 vols, royal Svo. 
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with Notes, MarEinal References, and 
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Sro. 2 1 J. 
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Homometrically translated by C. B. Gay- 
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Keep a Horse Sound on His L^s. By 
Free-Lance. Crown Svo. ds. 
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Course of Lectures on the Tsa. 
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1,1 
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Bible Studies. Part I. The Pto- 
ihecies of Balaam. Svo. loi. dd. Part 
\. The Book of Jonah. ■&-iO. loi.bJ. 
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Europe. By Dr. F. Kelleb, President 
of the Antiquarian Association of Ziirich, 
Translated and arranged by John E. 
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KOLBE.— ^ Short Text-book of 
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40 Illustrations. Svo. 7s. td. 

LIVEING.— Works BY Robert LiYE- 
iNG, M.A. and M.D. Cantab. 

Handbook on Diseases of the 
SsiN. With especial reference to Dia- 
gnosis and Treatment. Fcp. Svo. is. 

Notes on the Trea tment of Skin 
Diseases. iSmo, 31. 

Elephantiasis Gr^-ecorum, or 
Tmhe LsPEOsr. Crown Svo. 4J, 6d. 



LLOY'D.—A Treatise on Macnet^^ 

ISM, General and Terrestrial. By H. 
Lloyd, D.D. D.C.L. Svo. ioj ' " 

LLOYD. — The Science of Agricui.' 
ture. By F. J. Llovi). Svo. i 

LONGMAN.— WojfA-j By Williaih 
Longman, E.S.A. 
Lectures on the History OF 
England from the Earliest Times to the 
Death of King Edward II. Ttlaps and 
Illustrations. Svo. 15^. 
History of the Life and Times 
OF Edward III. With 9 Maps, 8 
Plates, and r6 Woodcuts. 2 vols. Svo. aSx, 

LONGMAN. — Works by Frederick 

W. LoNGMAN,Balliol College, Oxtm. 
Chess Openings. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d. 
Feederick the Great and 

Sevbn Years' IVar. With 2 Coloured 

Maps. Svo. 21. (xl. 
A New Pocket Dictionary of 

TUB German and English LaN' 

GUages. Square iSmo. 5r, 

LONGMAN'S MAGAZINE. Pub- 
lished Monthly. Price Sixpeoce, 
Vols, 1-4, Svo. price 5/. each. 

L0NGM0BE.^GfJV5//o7- Injuries % 

Their History, Characteristic Features, 
Complications, and General Treatment, 
By Surgeon-General T. Loncmorb, C.B, 
F.R,C,S, WithsS Illustrations, " " 
price 3 1 J, &/. 

LOUDON.— Works by J. C.Loudon, 
F.L.S. 

Encyclopaedia of Gardening ; 
the Theory and Practice of Horticulture, 
Floriculture, Arboriculture, and Land- 
scape Gardening, With 1,000 Woodcuts. 
Svo. 2IJ. 

Encyclopasdia of Agriculture; 
the Laying-out, Improvement, and 
Management of Landed Proprcrty ; the 
Cultivation and Economy of the Prodnc- 
tions of Agriculture. With 1,100 Wood- 
cuts, Svo. 211. 

Encyclopedia of Plants; 
Specific Character, Description, CoJtaii 
liistury, &c of all Plants found in Gret 
Britain. With 12,000 Woodcuts, 8vo.^' 
LUBBOCK.— ?>/£■ Origin of Civia 
zATioN ANo THE Primitive ConDitioiA 
OF Man. By Sir J. Lubbock, But>l 
M.P, F.R.S. Svo. Woodcuts, i8j, " 

LYRA GERMANICA ; Hymns Tran^l 

lated from the German by Miss Cif 
WlNKWOKTJl, Fcp. Svo. S*. 
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HACALISTER. — A/^ Introduction 

TO THS SrSTBMATK ZootxiGr A.VO 
f MOKFJfOLOCr OF VERTSaRATB ANI- 

By A. Macalistek, M.D. 
\ With 38 Diagrams. Svo. lor. &/. 
%X,^\^i.— WORKS AND 

\ufe of lord mac aula y. 
History of England from 

f' THS AccBSSto>/ OF yAMBs ti/sSecoxd: 
's Edition, 3 vols, crown Svo. 12s, 
Edition, 4 vols, crnwn Svo. 16s. 
llbm« EdilioD, 8 vols, post Svo. 4S1. 
Eibraiy Edition, 5 vols. Svo. £4. 

Critical and historical 

ESSAYS: 
Cheap Edition, I vol. crown Svo, sj. &/. 
Student's Edition, 1 vol, crown Svo. fir. 
's Edition, 2 vok. crown Svo. &. 
lion, 4 vols, post Svo, a+f. 
bbraiy Edition, 3 vols, svo, 36ir. 
rf KS OF ANCIENT ROME, ^c. 
Taled by G. Schaif, fcp. 4(0. tot, 61^. 

Popular Edition, 

■ frp. 4to. 6if. sewed, u. cloth. 
Blustraled by J. R. Wt^elin, crown Svo, 
.. 3/. 6rf. cl«h extra, gilt edges. 
"iLioet Edicion, post Svo. y. (yl. 
nnolated Edition, fcp. Svo. \s. sewed, 
r. 6rf. cloth, or it. bd. cloth extra, gilt 

'SA YS which may be had scpar- 
K^ aiely price 61/. each sewed, u. each clotli ; 
Addison and Walpok. 
'rederick the Greol. 
loker's Boswell's Johnson, 
bdlam's Constitutional History. 
'men Hastings. 
<t Earl or Chatham (Two Essays). 
mke and Gladstone. 
Etlton and Machiavelli. 
Lord Bacon. 
Lord Clive. 

Lgrd Byron, and Thi: Cuuilc DramntlsLs of 
the Restoration. 

k Essay on Warren Hastings annotated 
^ S. Hales, ti. bd. 
Essay on Lord Clive annotated by 
H, C008TBOPE-B0WEN, M.A, ar. &/. 
SPEECHES: 
Peofde'a Edition, crown Svo. 31. bd. 
MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS 
^IJbraiy Edition, 2 vols. Svo. Portrait, zm. 
^eopleS Edition, I vol. crown Svo. 41, &/, 
LECTIONS FROM THE 

WRiriffGS OF LORO Macaulav. Edi. 
ted, with Occa^nal Notes, by the Right 
Hon, G, O. Trbvelyan, M.P. Crown 
Svo. fir. 



lAkCkMLkX— WORKS AND 
LIFE OF L OKD MA CA ULA Y 

—continued. 
MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS 

AXo Speeches: 
. Student's Edition, in One Volume, crown 
Svo. 61. 

Cabinet Edition, indudii^; Indian Penal 
Code, Lays of Ancient Rome, and Mis- 
cellaneous Poems, 4 vols, post Svo. 241, 

THE COMPLETE WORKS of 
Lord Macaul-iv. Edited by his Sister, 
Lady Tnbvelvan. 

Library Edidon, with Portrait, 8 vols, 
demy Svo. ^^5. 51- 

Cabinet Edition, 16 vola. post Svo. ^4. i6j. 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS of 
Lord Macaulay. By the Itight Hon. 
G. O. Trevelyan, M.P, 

Popular Edidon, i vol. crown Svo. hs. 

CalnneC Edition, 2 vols, post Svo. Ms. 

Lilirary Edition, a vols, Svo. with Portrait, 
361. 
MACFARREN.— Zs:crf,e£i' on Har- 
mony, delivered at the Koyai Institutbn, 
By G. A. Macfakren, Svo, I2j. 

MACKENZIE.— 0^7-//£ Use of the 

Lari-.vgoscope tN Diseases of the 
Throat; with an Appendix on Rhino- 
scopy. By MOBEi.L Mackenzie, M.D. 
Lond. With 47 Woudciit Illustrations. 
Svo. 61. 

Tut ACLEOJ}.— Wok AS by HenKy D, 

MACLEOD, M.A. 
Principles of Economical Piiii.o- 

SOFHF. In a vols. Vol. I. Svo. i5j-. 

Vol. II. Paht 1. lis. 
The Ef.EifJurrs of Economics. In 

2 vols. Vol. I. crown Svo. ^s. 6,f. 
The Elsmbnts of- Banking. 

Crown Svo. y. 
The Theory and Practice of 

Banking. VoL I. Svo. lai. VoL II. 

marly ready. 
Elements of Political Economy. 

Svo, l&i. 
Economics for Beg/nnfes. Svo. 

n. 6J. 
Lectures ON Credit AND Banking. 

Svo. 5... 

MACNAMARA. -^/.i/.j/..<i-*.v .^nd 
ScB-ffiMjr.AyA.v DisTRicTSOF British 
/.VDIA, their Cliniate, Medical Topo- 
graphy, and Disease Distribution, By 
F. N. Macnamaka, M.D. With Map 
and K«TCF Qmn. Svo. s [/. 
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MeCDLLOCH, — The Dictionary 
OF Commerce and Commbscial Navi- 
gation of the late J. K. McCulloch, 
of H.M. SUtionery Office. Latest Edi- 
lion, contaicing the most recent StatUllcal 
Information by A. J. Wilson, i vol. 
medium Svo. with 1 1 Maps and 30 Charts, 
price 6y. cloth, or ^os. strongly half- 

MAHAFFY— ^ HisroRy of Clas- 

stCAL CSBBK LlTESATUSE. By the Rev, 
J. P. Mahaffv, M.A, Ciown Svo. 
Vol. I. Poets, IS. 6d. Vol. II, Prose 
Writers, ?l. 6d. 

KALKES^VnY.—ME.m//{s of a-v 

Ex-MiKiSTSB ; an Autobit^ntphy. By 
IheEarlofMALMEsuuBV, G.C.B. zvols. 
Svo. 3W. 

MANNING— r//i- Temporal Mis- 
StOjVOf TUB Holy Ghost ; or. Reason 
and Revelation. By H. E. Manning, 
D.D. Caitiinal -Archbishop. CrownHvo. 
St. 6,1'. 

MARTINEAU.-WoxA-s by James 

Martweau, D.D. 
Hours of Thought o.v Sacred 

Things. Two Volumes of Sermons. 

2 vols, crown Svo. 7^. (>d. each. 
Endeavours AFTER the Christian 

Life. Discourses. Crown Svo, ^i. bd. 

HAUNDEB'S TREASURIES. 

Biographical Treasury. Recon- 
structed, revised, and brought down lo 
the year 1882, by W. L. K. Cates. 
Fcp. Svo. 6j. 

Treasury of Natural History ; 
or, Popular Dictionary of Zoology. Fcp. 
Svo. with 900 Woodcuts, 6j. 

Treasury OF Geography, Physical) 
Histoiical, Descriptive, and Political. 
WilhyMapsandiePlales. Fcp. Svo. 6j, 

Historical Treasury, Outlines of 
Universal History, Separate Histories of 
all Nalians. Revised by the Rev. Sir G. 
W. Cox, Bart. M,A. Kcp. Svo. 61. 

Treasury of Knowledge and 
Library of Refbrbnce. Comprising 
an English Dictionary and Grammar, 
Universal Gazetteer, CUssical Dictionar}', 
Chronolc^, Law Dictiomtiy, &c. Fcp. 
Svo. 6s. 

Scientific and Literary TRK.i- 
5£/jei-; a Popular Eneyclopredia of Science, 
JJteMate, and Art, Fcp. Svo. bi. 



MAXWELL.— -Do^if /OHN of Aus-, 

THi-i ; or, Pass^es from the IlistoiT 
of the Siiteenth Century, IS47-157& 
By the late Sir William StirunS 
Maxwell, Bart. K.T. With numercM 
Illustrations engraved on Wood taken 
from Authentic Contemporary So 
Library Edition. 2 vols, royal Svo. 41/, 

MAY. — Works by the Sight Hon. 

SirThomasErskineMay,K.C.B. 

The Constitutional History of 

England since the Accession or 

George III. 1760-1870. 3 vols. 



^ IN Europe; a History. 
2 vols. Svo. 321. 

MENDELSSOHN.— TV/A- Letters of- 
Felix Mendelssoii.v. Translated 1^ 
Lady Wallace. 2 vols, crown 8v 

MERIVALE.— ^offA-5Bi-r//£ Vesv. 

Rev. Charles Merh^ale, D.D. 

Dean of Ely. 

History of the Romans undsH 

THE E,VPIR£. 8 vols, post Svo. 48T. 

The Fall of the Roman Repv»' 
UC: a Short History of the Last Col' 
luryof the Commonwealth, tamo. 7j, f ' 

General History of Rome from 
B.C. 7S3 TO A.D. 476. Crown 8vo. 7/. Si 

The Roman Triumvirates, Wid 
Maps. Fcp. Svo. 3j. btl, 

MILES, — iVoRNS BY IVlLLIAl 

Miles. 
The Horse's Foot, and How 

KEEP IT Sound. Imp. 8vo. 121. 6</. 
Stables and Stable Fimitai 

Imp. Svo. with 13 Plates, 15J, 
Remarks on Horses' Teeth, j 

dressed 10 Purchasers. Post Svo. ix, 1 
Plain Treatise on HonsE-saa 

iNG, Post 8vo. Woodcuts, Zt. td. 

}li\\X.—ytNALySlS OF THE J'lIEM 
MB.VA OF THE HVMAN litlNO. 

James Mill. With Notes, Uluslt 
live and Critical. 2 vols, Svo, 38*. 



Principles OF Political £coNOi 
Library Edition, 2 vols. Svo, joj. 
People's Edition, i vol. crown Svo, 5 
{CtmlhiiieJ on nejrfjk 



r 
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TUVJj.— WoKA-s By /0//.V Sri/A, 
Mill — continued. 

A System of Logic, Ratiocinative 

and Inductive. 
Library Edition, z vols. Svo. Z5t. 
People's EdilioD, crown Svo. 51. 
On Liberty. Crown Svo. \s. i4- 
On Representative Government. 

Crown Svo. aj. 
Autobiography, Svo. 7^. M. 
Essays ON SOME Unsettled Ques- 
tions OP Political Eco.vom: 8vo, 

6j. 6rf. 
Utilitarianish. Svo. 51, 
The Subjection OF Women. Crown 

8vo. 6r. 
Examination of Sir William 

Hamilton's Philosophy. Svo. i6j. 
Dissertations and Discussions. 

4 vols. Svo. £2. 61. 6tf. 
NATUREfTHE Utility OF Religion, 

AND Theism. Three Essays. Svo, 

MILLER.— Wo«A-jr BY W. Allen 

Miller, M.D. LL.D. 
The Elements of Chemistry, 

Theoretical and Practical Re -edited, 

with Additions, by H, MACLEOD, F.C.S. 

3 vols. Svo. 
Tart I. Chemical Prvsics, i6j. 
Part II. Inorganic Chemistv, 241-. 
Part III. Organic Chemistry, jrj. &/. 
An Introduction to the Study 

OP Inorganic Chsmistry. With 71 

Woodcuts. Fcp. Svo. y. 6d. 

HILLER. — Readings in Social 
Economy. By Mrs. F, Fen wick 
MiLT.ER, Member of the Loudon School 
Board. Libmiy Edition, crown Svo. 5^. 
Cheap Edition for Schools and Itegiuners, 
crown Svo. 2j. 

MILLER. — Wintering in the Ri- 
viera ; with Notes of Travel in Italy 
and France, and Practical Hints to 
Tiavellera. By W. MiU-Er. With 12 
Illustrations, Post Svo. 7s, 6J. 

MILNER, — Country Pleasures ; 
the Chronicle of a Year, chiefly in a 
Garden. By George Milner. With 
Vignette. Crown Svo. 6j. 

MITCHELL.—^ Manual of Prac- 
tical ASSAMNG. By John Mitchei.i., 
F.C.S. Revised, with the Recent Dis- 
coveries incorporated. By W. Cfookes, 
F.K.S. Svo. Woodcuts, 311. 6rf. 



MODERN NOVELISrS LIBRARY 

(THE). I'ricelt. each l^iards, or 2J. &/. 
each cloth ; — 
By the Earl of Beaconsfiei.d, K.G. 
Endymion. 



Lothair. 


Henrietta Temple. 


Coningf'by. 


Contarini Fleming, &c 


Sybil. 


Alroy. Ixion. &e. 


Tanered. 


The Voung Duke, &c. 


Vcnetia. 


\'ivian Grey, &c. 


By Mrs. Oupiian 




In Trust. 




By Bret Harte. 




In the Carquinez 


Woods. 


By Anthony Tkoli.ope, 


Barchesler Towe 




The Warden. 




By Major Whyte- 


Melville, 


Digby Grand 


Good for Nothing 


General Bounce. 


Hnlmby House. 


Kate Coventry. 


The Interpreter. 


The Gladiators. 


Queen's Maries. 



By Various Writers. 
The Atelier du Lys. 

Athcrstone Priory. 

The Bnt^pmasler's Family. 

Elsa and her Vulture. 

Mademoiselle Mori. 

The Six Sisters of the \"a11eys. 

MONCK. — An Introduction to 
Logic. By William II. Stanley 
MoNCK, M.A. Prof, of Moral Philos, 
Univ. of Dublin. Crown Svo. y. 

HONSELL. — Spiritual Soncs for 

tub SUNDA VS and ffOLIDA YS THROUGH- 
OUT thb Year. By J. S, B, Monsell, 
LL.D. Fcp. Svo. t,i. iSmo. aj. 
MOORE.— 7V/^ Works of Thomas 

Moore. 
Lalla Rookii, Tenniel's Edition, 
with 68 Woodcut Illustrations. Crown 



Svo. 1 



r.&/. 



Irish Melodies, Macmse's Edition, 
with 161 Steel Plates. Super-royal Svo. 

MOREHE AD.- C/./A^/c.4 lResea rches 
ON DiSEASa in India. By Charles 
Moerhead, M.D. Suigeon to the Jam- 
setJEe Jeejeebhoy Hospital. Svo, 2i/. 

MORELL. — Handbook of Logic, 
adapted especially for the Use of Schools 
and Teachers. By J. D. Morell, LL.D. 
Fcp. Svo. 3S. 

MOZLEY. — Re.miniscences chiefly 
OP Oriel College and tub 0.vfosd 
Movement. By the Rev. Thomas 
MozLEV, M,A. 2 vols, crown Svo. 
i8j. 
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MULLER. — /roffA-.T Bv R Max 

MULI.ER, M.A. 

BiOGEAPHicAi. Essays, Crown Svo. 

7.r. &/. 
Selected Essays orf Language, 

Mythologv and XsLrcioS'. s vols. 

crown 8vQ. I&r. 
Lectures off the Science of Laiv- 

CfTAGB. 3 vols. CTOWn Svo. l6s. 

India, What Can it Teach Us? 
A Course of Lectures delivered tefore the 
University of Cambridge. Svo. lis, &/. 

HiBBERT Lectures on the Origin 
AND Growth op Rbugion, as illus- 
trated by the Religions of India. Crown 
8vo, IS. (kI. 

Introduction to the Science of 
Xsligwn: Four Lectures delivered at the 
Kojal losdCution ) with Notes and Illus- 
trations on Vedic Literature, Polynesian 
Mythology, the Sacred Books of the 
East, &c. Crown Svo. "js. &/, 

A Sanskrit Grammar for Begin- 
ners, in Devanagari and Roman Letters 
thtoughout. RoyiL Svo. 7j. &/. 
MDRCHISON.— ffoKA-s bj- Charles 
MuRCHisON, M.D. LL.D. 
LJi.C.S. 6-c. 

A Treatise on the Continued 
FsrsKS OP Crbat Britmn. New 
Edition, revised by W, Cayley, M.D. 
Phy^cian to the Middlesex Hospital. 
Svo. with numerous lUusti ' 



Clinical Lectures on J^iseases 

OF THB LlVSR, yAUNDICB, AND AB- 
DOMINAL Dbofsv, New Edition, re- 
vised by T. Lauder Brunton, M.D, 
8vo. with numerous Illustrations. 

[In prrparalian. 

NEISON.— y//^ Moon, and the Con- 
dition and Configurations of its Surface. 
By E. Neison, F.R.A.S. With i6 
Maps and 5 Tlates. Medium Svo. 3IJ. fid. 

NEVILE.— Works bv George Ne- 

vfLE, M.A. 
Horses AND Riding, With 31 Illus- 

tntions. Crown Svo. fst. 
Farms ano Farming. With 13 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, fa. 

■ NEWMAN.— -4TOi£W/.< pro VitA 

SuA ; being a History of his Religions 
Opinions by Cardinal NEWMAN. Crown 
Svo. dr. 

NEW TESTAMENT (THE) of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus ClirisL Illus- 
imtcd with Engravings on Wood ofter 
Tainiingsby the Jjirly Masters chietlyofihe 
Italian School. NewondChenper Edition. 
i^to. 3t/. cloth extra, or 



nOmnCOTT.—LAT/iEs and turn- 
l.VG, Simple, Mechanical, and Ornamen- 
tal. By W. H. NoRTiicoTT. With 338 
Ilhislrations. Svo. iSf. 

OWEN.— /r(jj?A-5 sy S/R Richard 
OirEN, K.C.B. &•€. 
The Comparative Anatomy and 
Pin-sioLoar OP THB Vbrtbbratb Ani- 
mals. With 1,472 Woodcuts, 3 vols. 
Svo. ^3. 13*. erf. 
Experimental Physiology, its 
Bbnepits to Mankind ; with an Ad- 
dress on Unveiling the .Statue of William 
Harvey at Folkestone, August iSSt, 
Crown 8vo. 51, 

VkSEV.— WoRKs BV Sir James 
Paget, Bart. F.R.S. D.CL. 6^e. 
Clinical Lectures and Essays. 
Edited by F. Howard Mabsh, Assistant- 
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Svo. 15J. 
Lectures on Surgical Patho- 
lOGY. Delivered at the Royal College 
of Surgeons of England. Re-edited % 
the Author and W. Turner, M.B. 
Svo, with 131 Woodcuts, its, 

PALEY. — VlE\ir OF THE EVIDENCES 

dfChristianity andHqsab Pa ulinab. 
By Archdeacon Paley. With Notes and 
, ui Analysis, and a Selection of Questi 
By Robert Potts, M.A. Svo. lor, 

PASTEUR.— Zo (//J /'.^s7■^('/^,his Life 
and Labours. By his Son-in-Law. 
Translated from the French \r} Lady 
C1.AUI1 Hamilton. Crown Bvo, 7*. 6^, 

PAYEH.— Industrial CFtE-visTRy; 
n Manu.tl for MannfactureTs and for Col- 
leges or Technical Schools ; a TroDEhUiaa 
of Payen's 'Precis de Chhnie IndnK 
trielle.' Edited Iiy B. H. Paul. With 
698 Woodcnls. Medium Svo. 421, 

^PtClV^.— Thicker than Water. A 
Novel. By James Pays, Author <S. 
'Lost Sir Massingberd ' &c. Crown 
Svo. 6s. 

PENWELL.— */>o.y Gra i-e to Ga »■'.• 
a Volume of Selections from the complete 
Poems of 11. CH0LMONI>Et.KV-PEKNElJ, 
Author of ■ Puck on Pegasus' Ac. Fcpi 
8vo. dr. 

PEREIRA.— ^/-^r^ic/.j Medka as^ 
Therapeutics. By Dr. Pnteiu. 
Abridgeil, and adapted for the use of 
Medit^ and Pharmaceutic] PracfitKHMls 
and Students. Editol by ProI^sM R. 
Bentlev, M.R.C.S. F.L.S, and by 
Professor T. Reuwood, ITi-lJ. FX.S. 
With 116 Woodcuts, Svo. ty. 
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PERRY. — A PoFi-LAR J.vTKanuc- 
Tio.v TO Ttfs ff/sronv OF Grerit a.vd 
A'omyScc/lPTVKK, designed to rr'imole 
the Knowledge ami Appiecialion of the 
Kemains nl Ancient An. Ily Wai/ier 
C. Perhv. With 36S Illiniratbtis, 
SqiLLite crown Svo. 3IJ. 6il. 

PIESSE. — 7V£ AXT OF PSFFUMERy, 
and ihe Metboda of Obtaining (he Odours 
of Piants ; with Instructions for llie 
Maniifaciure of Perfumes, Ac. By G. 
W. S. PiESSE, Ph.D. F.C.S. With 
96 Woodcuts, stjuare crown Svo. 2IJ. 

PLATO. — The F.tRMEA'iDES OF 

Plato; with Introduction, Analysis, 
and Notes. By Thomas Maguike, 
LL.D. D.Lii, Fellow and Tutor, Trinity 
Collt^e, Dublin. 8vo. -ji. bd. 

POLE.— The Theory of the Mo~ 
DESN Scientific Gamr of IVhist. 
By W. Pole, F.R.S. Fep. Svo. a. &/. 

PROCTOR.— H'()a:a-s by R. A. Pz/oc 

The Sun ; Ruler, Light, Fire, and 
Life of the Planetary System. With 
Flales and Woodcuts. Crown Svo. 14.7. 

The Orbs Around Us ; a Series of 
Essays on the Moon and Planets, Meteors 
and Comets, the Sun and Coloured Pairs 
of Suns. With Chart and Diagrams, 
crown Svo. •}!, &/. 

Other Worlds than Ouss; The 
Plurality of Worlds Studied under the 
Light of Recent Scientific Researches. 
With 14 niustrations, crown Bvo. lOr. 6d. 

The Moon ; her Motions, Aspects, 
Scenery, and Physical Condition. With 
Plates, Charts, Woodcuts, and Lunar 
Photographs, crown Svo, loj, 6d, 

Universe of Stars; Presenting 
Researches into and New Views respect- 
ing the Constitution of the Heavens. 
With 31 Charts and 3i Diagrams, Svo. 
lOf. 6d. 

New Star Atlas for the Librarj', 
the School, and the Observatory, in 12 
Circular Maps (with 2 Indes PlatcsJ. 
Crown Svo. S^'- 

Larger Star Atlas for the Library, 
in 12 Circular Maps, with InlTodnctinn 
and z Index Pages. Folio, 15/. or Maps 
only, 121'. &/. 

LiCHT Science for Leisure ILpuks; 
Familiar EsiKiya on Scientific Subjects, 
Natural Phenomena, &c. 3 vols, crown 
Svo. ;,f. td. each. 

\Cimlinucd above. 



PROCTOR — IPoKKSBvR.A. Pkoctos 

continued. 

Stui>ies of Vf..vus-Trans!TS ; an 
Investigiation of the Circumstances of the 
Tran^ts of Venus in 1874 and iSN:, 
With 7 Diagrams and 10 Plates. 8v6. Jj. 

Transits of t^ENer.i. A Popular 
Account of Past and Comity Transits 
from the First Observed by Horrocks in 
1639 to the Transit of aoia. With ao 
Lithographic Plates (12 Coloured) and 38 
IlIusltalioiKengTaYedonWood,8vo.&r.6i/. 

E.^.'iAy-s a.v AsTRONomr. A Series 
of Papers mi Planets and Meteors, the 
Sun and Sun-surrounding Space, Stats 
and Star Cloudlets. With to Plates ami 
24 Woodcuts, Svo. lOs. 

A Treatise on the d'CLOiD and 

ON ALL FOKMS OP Cl'CCOrDAL CURVSS, 
and on the use of Cycloidal Ciirrte in 
dealing with the Motions of Plonetn, 
Comets, &c. and of Matter projected from 
the Sun. With 161 Diagranis. Crown 
Svo. lor. 6d, 

Pleasant Ways in Science, with 
numerous Illustrations. Crown Svo. 6f. 

MiTHs AND Marvels of Astro- 
XOMr, with numerous Illustralionsa 
Crown 8to. 6s. 
THE 'KNOWLEDGE' LIBBAHY. 
Edited by Richard A, Proctor. 

Science Bra'Avs. A Series of Fa- 
miliar Dissertations on Life in Other 
Worlds. .By Richard A. Proctoii. 
Crown Svo. 6c. 

The Poetry of Astronomy. A 
Seriesof Familiar Essays on the Heavenly 
Bodies, Ry Richard A. Procior. 
Crown Svo. 6r. 

Natvrs Studies. Reprinted from 
Kiiowliiigi. !iy Grant Ai.i.en, An- 
drew Wilson, Thomas Foster, 
Edward Ci.odd, and Richard A. 
Proctor. Crown Svo. 61. 

Leisure Readings. Reprinted from 
KnawUdge, By Edward C'Lcinn, 
Andrew Wilson, Thomas Foster, 
A. C. RuNVARD, and Richard A. 
rROCTOR. Crown Svo. 6s. 

The Stars in their Seasons, 
An Easy Guide to a Knowledge of the 
.'>tar Groups, in Twelve Large Maps. I!y 
KichakdA. Proctor. Im[jcrial Svo. 51. 

qUAIN'S ELEMENTS of ANATOMY. 

The Ninth Edition. Re-edited byAl.t.EN 
Thomson, M.U. LL.D. F.R.S.S.L.&F. 

EdWabd AtHERT Schafbr, F.R.S. anil 
George Dancer Thane. With up- 
wards of r,ooo Illustrations engraved on 
Wood, of which many are Coloureil. 
% vols. Svo. 181. each. 
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QUAIN. — A Dictionary of Medi- 
cine. Incladiog General Fathnlogy, 
General Therapeutics, Hygiene, nnd tbe 
Diseases peculiar to Women and Ciiildrcn. 
By Various Writers. Edited by K. QuAlN, 
M.D. F.R,.S. &c. With 138 Woodcuts. 
Medium 8vo. 3IJ'. (td. cloth, or 4CU. half- 
mssia ; to he had also in 2 vols. 341, cloth. 

RAWLINSON. — The Seventh 
Great Oriental Monarchy; or, a 
History of the Sassanians. By G. Raw- 
LiN-soN, M.A. With Map and 95 Illus- 
ttatioDS. 8vo. i.%s. 

READER. — Voices from Flower- 
Land, in Original Couplet?. By Emily 
E. Reader. A Birthday -Book and Lan- 
guage of Flowers. l5rao. -u. bd. limp 
cloth ; y. 6d. roan, gilt edges, 

REEVE. — CooA-^ffi' AND House- 
KespiNg; a Manual of Domestic Economy 
for Lai^e and Ismail Families. By Mrs. 
HsNRY Reeve. With 8 Coloured Plates 
and 37 Woodcuts. Crown Svo. ^s. 6c!. 

RICH. — A Dictionary of Roman 
ANO Greek Antiquities, With 2,000 
Woodcuts. By A. Rich, B.A. Crown 
Svo. ^s. 6d. 

RIVERS. — Works nv Thomas 

Rivers. 
The Orciiard-HovsA ; or, the 

Cultivation of Fruit Trees under Glass. 

Crown Svo. with 25 Woodcuts, 51. 
The Rose Amateur's Guide. 

Fcp. Bvo. 41. 61/. 



The Eclipse of Faith ; or, a Visit 
to a Religious Sceptic. Fcp. Svo. 5/. 

Defence of the Eclipse of 
Faith. Fcp. Svo. 3J. 61/. 

ROGET. — Thesaurus of English 
Words and Phrases, classified and 
arranged so as to facilitate the expression 
of lileas, and assist in Literary Compo- 
sition. By Petek ftt, RoGET, M.D. 
Crown Svo. los. 6tl. 

RONALDS. — The Flv-Fisher's 
EXTOMOLOGV. By Alfred Konalps. 
With zo Coloured Plates. Svo. 14J. 

SALTER.— -Os.v7-.-iz. Fa thology and 
SuRGERV. By S. J. A. Salter, M.B. 
r,R,S, With 133 Illustrations, Bvo. i&i. 



SCOTT.— //(iffA-j BY John Scott. : 

Rents and Furchases ; or, thj 
Valuation of Landed Property, Woods; 
Kfinerals, Buildings, &c. Crown Svo. Si, 

The Farm- Valuer. Crown Svo. 5J, 

SEEBOHM.— Works by Fredek/cjc 

SEEBOH.M. 

The Ojcford Reformers — JoHir 
CoLBT, Erasmus, ano Thomas Mores 
a History of Iheir Fellow-Work. 8v. 
14J. 

The English Village Communitv 
Examined in its Relations to the Manorial 
and Tribal Systems, and to the Common 
□r Openiield System of Husbandry. 13 

^ Maps and Plates, Svo. \ts. 

TheEra of theFrotestantRevo- 
LLTioy. With Map. Fcp. Svo. it. 6d. 

SENNETT.— 7V£ Marine Steam 
Mngine ; a Treatise for the use of Engi- 
neering Students and Officers of the Royal 
Navy. By Richard Sennbtt, CMefi 
Engineer, Royal Navy. With 344 U 
trations. Svo, srJ. 

SEW^LL.— Works by Elizabeth 

M. Sewell. 
Stories and Tales. Cabinet! 
Edition, in Eleven Volumes, crown Svo, 
31. dil. each, in cloth extra, with gilt 
edges :- 

Amy Herbert. Gertrude. 

The Earl's Daughter. 

The Experience of Life. 

A Glimpse of the World. 

Cleve Hal!. Ivors. 

Katharine Ash ton. 

Margaret Percival. 

Laneton Parsonage. Ursula. 
Passing Thoughts on Religion. 
Fcp. Svo. zs. M. 

Fr EPA RATION FOE THE HOLV CoM' 
MUNION ; the Devotions chiefly from the 
works of Jeremy Taylor. 32mo. jt. 

Night Lessons from Sceiftpss, 
32mo. 31. fe/. 

SE'Y1IIQUR.—T/ieFsalmsofZ>ai'/b; 
anew Metrical English Translation of the 
Hebrew Psaller or Book of Praises, ftp 

William DiGBv Seymour, Q.C, I 

Crown Svo. is. 61/. 

SKOtn.— Sketch of the S/sjvxi 

OF TUB CiivRcu OF England to m 
/lEVOLurio.\- OF 1688. By T. V. SftoM 
D,D, Crown Svo. 7J, &/. 
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SHAKESPEARE.--fft) II iii/cA-'s Ki- 

nicy SIIAKESPE.1IIB. Genuine Edition, 
in I vol. medium Svo. large lype, with 
36 Woodculs, 141. or in 6 vols. fcp. Svo. 

OUTLJXES OF THE LiFE Of Si/AKE- 
SPBAKB. By J. 0. Halliwell-Piiil- 
UPPS, F.R.S. Svo. ^s. 61/. 

SIMCOX.— .f^ JfisTOKV OF Latin 

LiTERATUSP-, By G. A. Simcox, M.A. 

■■ Fellow of Qaecn's College, Oiiford, 2 

vols. Svo. 321. 

SKOBELEFF AND THE SLAVONIC 

CAUSE. By O. K. Honoiaty Member 
of Ihe Benevolent .Slavonic Socitly. Svo. 
with Portrait, 141. 

SMITH, Rev. SYDNEY.— 7>/^ Wit 

AND H'ISDO.V of the KEV. SYDNBV 

S.WTJI. Crown Svo. 3/, &/, 

SMITH, R. BOSWORTH. - Cak- 

THAGB ANDTIIB CaRTHAGIXIANS. By 

K. BoswoRTH Smith, M.A. Maps, 
Plans, &c. Crown Svo. loi. dd. 

SMITH, B. K.—AIK A.VD Sain; the 
Beginnings of a Chemical Climatology. 
By R. A. Smith, F.R.S. Svo. 24/. 

SMITH, JAMES.— TVf Voyage and 
SmPiFRECK OF St. Paul. By James 
Smith, of JorHanbill. With Dissertations 
on the Life and Writings of St. Luke, 
End the Ships and Navigation of the 
Ancients. With nnmctous lUuslrations. 
Crown Svo. ^s, hd. 

SMITH, 1.—A Manual of Opera- 
tive Surgery o.v the Dead Body. 
By Thomas Smith, Surgeon lo St. 
Bailholomcw's Hospital. A New Edi- 
tion, re-ediled by W. J. Walsham. 
With 46 Illustrations. Svo. \2i. 

SMITH, H. Y.—The Handbook for 
MiDwivRS. By Henry Flv S.mitk, 
M,B. Oxon. M.R.C.B. late Assistant- 
Surgeon at the IIos[Hlal for Sick Women, 
Soho Square. With 41 Woodcuts. 
Crown Svo. ^s. 

SOPHOCLES.— ^i'/zocz-zj- Trago:- 
DIM superatites ; receuEuit eC brevi Anno- 
tatione instnijot Gui.Ielmus Linwood, 
M.A. /Ed is Christi apud Oxonienses 
nuper Alumnus. Editio Quarts, auctior 
et emcndatior. Svo. 161. 
The Thebast Trilogy of Sopho- 
cles; Oedipus Rex, Oedipus Coloneus, 
Antigone : Greek Text, with copious 
Explanatory English Notes. By the Rev. 
W. Liswooo, M.A. CrownSvo. ^s. M. 



SOUTHEY.— TV/i PoEi-ifAL Works 

OF XoBMRT SoirrilEi; with the Author's 

Inst Corrections and .'Additions. Medium 

Svo. with Portmit, 141. 

The CORRESl'ONDENCE OF JioBERT 



SOLTI 



Car, 



I Dowpi 



LL.D. 



STANLEY.—^ Fahiliar History 
OP Birds. By E. Stanley, D.D 
Revised and enlarged, with 160 Wood* 
cuts. Crown Svo. fts. 

STEEL.— ^ Trea tise on the Dis- 
eases OF THE Ox; being a Manual of 
Bovine Pathology f|iecially adapted for 
the use of Veterinary Practitioners and 
Students. By J. H. Steel, M.R.C.V.S. 
F.Z.S. With 3 Plates and 116 Wood- 
cuts. Svo. 15^. 

SIEPEEV.— Assays in Ecclesias- 
tical BiOGRAPHi'. By the Right Hon. 

Sir J. Stephen, LL.D. Crown Bvo. 
^t. &/. 

* STONEHENGE.'— ?>/£ Z>og in 
Health and Dise.ise. By 'Stone. 
HENCE.' With 7S Wood Engravings. 
Square crown Svo. Js. 6(/. 
The Greyhound. By'STONEHENGE,' 
With Z5 Portraits of Greyhounds, &c. 
Square crown Svo. 15^. 

^TMViGl^.— My Friends AND I. By 

Julian Sturgis. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo. 51, 

WVaSkft.—'STSjyS/iors,' Politi- 

cal, Military, Economical, and SociaL By 
Sir EriWAR]) Sulliva.-j, Bait. Svo. 



SOLLY.— Ocrz-Wfij- ofPsvcholooy, 

with Special Reference lo the Theory of 
Education. By James Sully, M.A. 
Svo. I2r. 6/. 

SUPERNATURAL RELIGION; an 

Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Reve- 
lation. Complete Edition, thoroughly 
revised. 3 vols. Svo. 3&1. 

SWINBURNE.— /'/crra^ Logic; an 
Attempt to Popularise Ibe Science of 
Reasoning. By A. J. Swinburne, B.A. 
Post 8vo. 51. 

SWINTON.— 7V/^ Principles and 
pRACTica OF Electric Lketing. By 
Alan A. Cami'Bki.l Swinton. With 
54 Illustrations engraved on Wood 
Crown Svo. 5.^. 
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TAYLOKSTi/as.vT's Maivi/ai. op 
THE Jfisroili'of /.vnjA, fiom I'be'EatWtst 
Period Co the Present Time. By Colonel 
Meauows Taylor, C.S.I. Crown Svo. 
71. 6,i. 

TAYLOR.— ?>/f CoiipLETF. Works 
OF Bishop Jsremv Taylor. With 
Life by Bishop Heber. Revised and 
corrected by the Rev. C. P. Eden. 10 

■ vols. ^5. is. 

TEXT-BOOKS OF SCIENCE: a 

Series oF Elementary Works on Science, 
Mechanicnl and Physical, fonninga Series 
of TcKt-books of .Science, adapted for 
the use of Students in Public and Science 
Schools. Fcp, Svo. fully illustrated with 
Woodcuts. 

Abney's Phott^raphy, 31. 6d. 

Anderson's Strength of Materials, 3^. 6d. 

Armstrong's Organic Chemislty, Ji. 61/. 

Ball's Elements of Astronomy, &i. 

Barry's Railway Appliances, Jj. &tL 

Bauennan's Systematic Mineralogr, &. 

Descriptive Mineralogy, &s, 

Bloxam and Huntington's Metals, 55, 

Glazebrook's Physical Optics, 6f, 

Gore's Electro- Metallurgy, (is. 

Griffin's Algebra aad Trigonometry, jr. Sd. 

Jenkin's Electricity and Magnetism, 31. bJ. 

Maxwell's Theory of Heat, y, 6rf. 

Merrifield's Technical Arithmetic, jr. 6d, 

Miller's Inm^^nlc Chemistry, y, 6d, 

Preece and Sivewright's Telegraphy, 51. 

Rutlcy's Petrology, ot Study of Rocks, 41. 6rf. 

Shelley's Workshop Appliances, 4J. bd. 

Thome's Structural and Physiological 
Botany, 6r. 

Thorpe's Quantitative Analysis, 4J, bJ, 

Thorpe and Muir'a Qualitative Analysis, 
3J. bit. 

Tilden's Chemical Philosophy, jj, &/, With 
Answers to Problems, is. 6il. 

Vnwb'g Machine Design, 61. 

Watson's Plane and Solid Geometry, 3/. 61/. 

THOMSON.— ^.v Outline of the 
Necsssary L.iiFs OF Thought; a 
Treatise on Pure and Applied Logic. By 
W. Thomson, U.D. Archbishop of 
York. Crown Svo. fo. 

THOMSON'S CONSPECTUS 

Adapted ro tub British 

J*HAR»lACOfiEIA. By EdMLND 
Lloyd Bihxet'i, M.D. &c. Latest 
i£dUion. iSino, is. 



THREE IN NORWAY. By Two of 

TitEM. With a Map and 59 lUustra- 
tioQs on Wood from Sketches by the 
Authors. Crown Svo. 6s, 

TREVELYAN. ~ Works bv the 

Right Jfo.v. G. 0. TuErEiyA.v, 

M.P. 

The Life and Letters op Lord 

MACAULAt: By ihe Right Hon. G. O, ' 



Tri 



. M.P. 

i Edition, a vols. Svo, 36s. 
r Edition, 2 vols, crown Sfi 



POPi;i.AK Edition, 
6i-. 






n Svo. 



T//E Eaklv Histokv uf Charles 
Jambs Fox. Libraiy Edition, Svo. i&t. 
Cabinet Edition, crown Svo. (a, 

THIS^.— Works sy Sir Tracers 

Tiyiss. 
The JiiGHTS Axn Duties of Na- 
tions, considered as Independent Com- 
munities in Time otWar. Svo. an. 



TYNDALL.— fK[)/;A'^ ay John Tyff- 

DALL, F.Ji.S. &'C. 

FftAGUENTs OF Sciexca: a vols. 

crown Svo. 16s. 
Heat a Mode of Motiox. Crown 

Svo. \2S. 

Sound. \V'ith 204 VVoodcuts. 
Crown Svo. loi. bd. 

Essays ON the FloatinG'Mattek 
OF THE Air in relation to Putrefaction 
and Infection. With 24 Woodcuts. 
Crown Svo. "js. 61/. 

Lectures on Ljci/t, delivered In 
America in 1872 and 1873, With Por- 
trait, Plate, and Diagrams. Crown Svo, 
7r. &/. 

Lessons in ELECTRicin' at the 

KOYAL iNSTITUTlOy, I87S-76, WUfc 

SS Woodcuts. Crown Svo. is. 6. 
Notes of a Course of SsyMH 

Zecturss on Electrkai. 

MSNA AND Thboriss, delivered at 

Royal Institution, Crown Svo, is, met 

II. &/. doth. 
Notes of a Course of X/ms 

Tunes ON Light, delivered at tW 

Institution, down Svo, \s. sewod. If. 

cloth. 
Fakadav as a Disvoi'eker. Y<a 

Svo. y. &/. 
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rpBE.— -^ DtcTtONARy OF Arts, 

■*• Ma:'.ufacturbs, akp Mlvss. By Dr. 

f^ Ure. Seventh Edition, rc-writlen and 

ErilargeJ by R. Hunt, F.R.S. With 

2,064 Woodcata. 4 vols, medium Svo. 

£7. 71- 

VILLE.— av Artificial Mahures, 

their Ctiemical Selectiun and Scicntilic 

Application lo Agriculture. By Gkorges 

ViLLE. TianslMed and edited by W. 

Ckookes, F.R.S. With 31 Plates. 

8vo. xu. 

VIRGIL. — Pub LI Vkkgili Maronis 
Bl-couc.i, Georc'ica, jE.veis ; the 
Works of VlRClL, Latin Text, with Eng. 
lish Commentary and Index. By B. H. 
Kennbdv, D.D. Crown Svo. 10s. 6d. 

The j^neid of Virgil. Translated 

into English Verse. By J. Comngtox, 

M.A. Crown Svo. 91. 
TfiE Poems of Virgil. Translated 

into English Prose. By John Coning- 

TON, M.A> Crown 8vo. 91. 

WALKEB.— 7>/ff Correct Card; 
or, How to Play at Whist ; a Whist 
Catechism. By Major A. Campbell- 
Walker, F.R.a.S. Fcp. Svo. 2J. (si. 



WALPOLE.— -ff>5n 



F EnGLAiVD 
F THR CRBAT 

IVar /.ViSij to the year 1841. By 
Spencer Walpole. ' 3 vols, Svo, 
Iz. 14/. 

WATSON.— Z^cTi/A'fs ox the Prin- 
ciples AND Practice of Physic, 
delivered at King's College, London, by 
Sir Thomas Watson, Bart. M.D. 
With Two Plates, z vols, Svo. 361. 

yf&nS.— A Dictionary of Chemis- 
try AND THE Allied Branches of 
OTHER Sciences. Edited by He\r¥ 
Watts, F.R.S. 9 vols, medium Svo, 
£iS. 3,. 6d. 

y/EBS.— Celestial Ohjiicts for 
Common Telescopes. By tlie Rev. T. 
W. Webb, M.A. Map, Plate, Wood- 
cuts. Crown Svo, gj. 

WELLINGTON.— Z//^£ of the Duke 
OF Wellington. By the Rev. G. R, 
GLKIG, M.A, Crown Svo, Portrait, 6j. 

WEST. — Lectures on tiieDiseases 
OF Infancy and Childhood. By 
Charles West, M.D. &c. Founder of, 
and formerly Physician to, the Hospital 
for Sick Children, Svo, iSs. 



HATELT. — English Synonyms. 
By E. JASE ^VHATELY. Etlilfid by her 
Father, R. WllATELV, D.D. Fcp. Svo. 



Element's of Logic. 
Crown Svo. 41. 6J. 



s ON Pe.asvninc. Fc]). 8vo, 



Macoa's JSssays, with Annotations. 



WHITE.— -i Concise Latin-Eng- 
lish Dictionary, for the Use of Ad- 
vanced Scholars and University Students. 
By the Rev. J. T. WiiitE, D.D. Royal 



WHITE & RIDDLE.—/! La tin-Eng- 
lish Dictionary. By J. T. White, 
D.D. Oxon. and J. J. E. RiUDLE, M.A. 
Oxon. Founded on the larger Dictionary 
of Freund. Royal Svo, 2li, 

WILCOCKS.— ?>£ Sea Fisherman. 
Comprising the Chief Methods of Hook 
and Line Fishing in the British and other 
Seas, and Remarks on Nets, Boats, and 
Boating. By J. C. Wilcocks. Pio- 
fiisely II lusl rated. New and Cheaper 
Edition, much enlai^ed, crown Svo, 6j. 

'^WAAZYi.— Popular Tables for 
giving Information for ascertaining the 
value of Lifehi>ld, Leasehold, and Church 
Property, the Public Funds, &c By 
Charles M, Willi ch. Edited by 
Mo.NTAGti Marriott. Crown Svo. JOr. 

WITT.— ffo^A-.? BY Prof. Witt, 
Head Master of the Alstadt Gymnasium, 
Kdnigsherg. Translated from the Get- 
man by Frances Yoomshusband. 

The Trojan War. With a Preface 
by Oie Rev. W. G. Rutherford, M.A. 
Head-Master of Webtminstei Schoolr 
Crown Svu. 3S. 

Myths of Hellas; or, Greek Tales. 
Crown Svo. 3j. &i'. 
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WOOD.— W^c?j?Ar5 ^K i?^F. / G. 
Wood, 

Homes Without Hands ; a De- 
scription of the Habitations of Animals, 
classed according to the Principle of Con- 
struction. With about 140 Vignettes on 
Wood. 8vo. lOJ, 6d. 

Insects at Home; a Popular 

Account of British Insects, their Struc- 
ture, Habits, and Transformations. 8vo. 
Woodcuts, los, 6d, 

Insects Abroad; a Popular Account 

of Foreign Insects, their Structure, 
Habits, and Transformations. 8vo. 
Woodcuts, lOf. 6d, 

Bible Animals; a Description of 

every Living Creature mentioned in the 
Scriptures. With 112 Vignettes. 8vo. 
lOf. 6d, 

Strange Dwellings ; a Description 

of the Habitations of Animals, abridged 
from 'Homes without Hands.' With 
Frontispiece and 60 Woodcuts. Crown 
8vo. 5j. Popular Edition, 4to. 6^. 

Out of Doors; a Selection of 

Original Articles on Practical Natural 
History. With 6 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo. 5j. 

Common British Insects: Beetles, 



Moths, and Butterflies. 
8vo. with 130 Woodcuts, 3J. 6d, 



Crown 



Petland Revisited, With nume- 
rous Illustrations, drawn specially by 
Miss Margery May, engraved on Wood 
by G. Pearson. Crown 8vo. 7j. 6^. 

WYLIE. — History of England 
UNDER Henry the Fourth, By James 
Hamilton Wylie, M.A. one of Her 
Majesty's Inspectors of Schools, Vol. i, 
crown 8vo. ioj. 6d, 



YOVGE.— The Neiv£nglish- Gree 

Lexicon, containing all the Greek won 
used by Writers of good authority. I 
Charles Duke Yonge, M.A. 4to. 21 



YOUATT. — Works by Willia 

You ATT, 

The Horse, Revised and enlarge 
by W. Watson, M.R.C.V.S. 8v 
Woodcuts, Is, 6d, 

The Dog, Revised and enlargec 

8vo. Woodcuts, dr. 



ZELLER. — Works by Dr, 1 
Zeller, 

History OF Eclecticism in Gree 
Philosophy, Translated by Sara 
F. Alleyne. Crown 8vo. lOf. (yd. 

The Stoics^ Epicureans, an 

Sceptics. Translated by the Rev. ( 
J. Reichel, M.A. Crown 8vo. 15^. 

Socrates and the Socrat 
Schools, Translated by the Rev. O. . 
Reichel, M.A. Crown 8vo. los, 6</. 

Plato and the Older Academ 
Translated by S. Frances Alleyne ai 
Alfred Goodwin, B.A. Crown 8v 
i8j. 

The FreSocra tic Schools ; a Hi 

tory of Greek Philosophy from the Ea rli< 
Period to the time of Socrates. 1 rar 
lated by Sarah F. Alleyne. 2 vol 
crown 8vo, 30J. 
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